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State broadband office launches $7 million public Wi-Fi grant
program

SANTA FE — Today, the New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
announced it will offer $7 million in state funds to further implement or expand public Wi-Fi in
New Mexico communities.

The Community Connect Grant Program will award financial assistance grants to roll out or
expand Wi-Fi in public areas such as parks, plazas and municipal buildings. The Wi-Fi grant
targets communities with poor levels of connectivity and digital inclusion to provide them with
sustainable, place-based solutions that meet community needs.

“Public Wi-Fi will help close the digital divide, providing convenience and accessibility,
particularly for New Mexicans who don’t have broadband at home,” said Neala Krueger,
OBAE’s state grants program coordinator. “The public Wi-Fi will also drive productivity for
travelers and remote workers, while also providing communication in emergencies. This new
grant is an excellent way to further connect our state.”

Funding for the Community Connect Grant Program comes from OBAE’s $70 million Connect
New Mexico Fund, a financial source appropriated by the legislature. That fund was established
in 2021 by the legislature through the Connect New Mexico Act.

Eligible entities that may apply for the public Wi-Fi grant include:

* Municipal, county, and regional governments

» Tribal governments

= State agencies

» Public educational institutions

» Internet Service Providers (with the support of the target community)


mailto:Michael.curtis@connect.nm.gov

OBAE will award grants to entities that leverage community partnerships among schools,
libraries, municipal service providers (e.g., senior centers) and other community anchor
institutions.

OBAE will review applications and award grants in the order they are received. OBAE funding
for the Community Wi-Fi Grant Program expires on June 30, 2026.

The proposed public Wi-Fi projects must take place in New Mexico, and a 100 Mbps download /
20 Mbps upload speed is required.

The maximum grant per project is $2,499,999, and no matching funds are required.

You can find more details about the grants and how to apply here.
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The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is dedicated to serving New Mexico with a
commitment to make high-speed broadband accessible to all New Mexicans. OBAE’s mission is
to expand and improve high-speed internet service with passionate leadership that drives
bold, equitable, affordable and inclusive broadband solutions. OBAE seeks results that honor
the state’s rich heritage and elevate quality of life for all.
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