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State awards $200,000 in broadband planning grants
Two entities receive funding to support high-speed internet deployment

SANTA FE — The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has awarded
$200,000 in state funds to the Pueblo of Pojoaque and Kit Carson Electric Cooperative Inc. for
planning, engineering and grant writing to help them build broadband infrastructure and deploy
high-speed internet.

Each recipient will receive a maximum grant of $100,000 through the state’s Grant Writing,
Engineering, and Planning Program (GWEP).

“These grants serve as another milestone to help expand broadband across New Mexico,” said
Neala Krueger, OBAE’s state grants program coordinator. “The state is committed to
delivering broadband to rural locations, and we are thrilled more entities have applied to this
program as they plan and prepare their broadband deployment.”

About the recipients

The Pueblo of Pojoaque in Santa Fe County will use its grant to launch a broadband initiative to
strengthen connectivity, ensure accurate broadband service representation, and lay the
groundwork for future infrastructure investment.

Kit Carson Electric Cooperative Inc., headquartered in Taos, will use its award to strengthen its
federal grant proposals and maximize community benefit. GWEP funding will be used for
preliminary planning, mapping, design and engineering for high-speed internet.

“We are thankful to OBAE for this planning award which will allow us to continue to plan,
design and map a high-speed broadband fiber network to Gallina and Chama residents,” said
Luis Reyes, CEO of Kit Carson Electric.
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Program details

OBAE has issued 34 GWEP awards totaling $3.3 million, including 15 Tribal communities, 15
local governments, and four rural electric and telephone cooperatives.

The state allocated $5 million to the GWEP program to help Tribes, local governments and
cooperatives attain grants to provide broadband to unserved locations. There is $1.7 million in
planning grants still available. Awards are assistance, not merit-based grants, meaning entities
do not need to compete for the funding. The maximum amount is $100,000, with no matching
funds required.

To apply, visit: https://connect.nm.gov/gwep.html

##EH

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is dedicated to serving New Mexico with a
commitment to make high-speed broadband accessible to all New Mexicans. OBAE’s mission is
to expand and improve high-speed internet service with passionate leadership that drives
bold, equitable, affordable and inclusive broadband solutions. OBAE seeks results that honor
the state’s rich heritage and elevate quality of life for all.
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