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OBAE Acting Director Addresses Rio
Rancho Regional Chamber's "Infrastructure
in Our Community" Event

Rio Rancho Regional Chamber President and CEO Jerry Schalow welcomes Drew Lovelace to the stage.

This afternoon, OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace delivered one of the keynote
speeches at the Rio Rancho Regional Chamber’s quarterly luncheon at the Santa Ana Star
Casino Hotel. The focus of the event entitled “Infrastructure in Our Community” was to
address key infrastructure and broadband challenges and successes in New Mexico.
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Lovelace talks about the importance of broadband expansion and how OBAE is making a difference improving lives in
New Mexico.

Lovelace highlighted some of the state’s latest accomplishments. He spoke about the recent
applications submitted through the federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment
(BEAD) program. The federal government has allocated $675 million for New Mexico to
deploy broadband infrastructure to unserved communities. OBAE is now reviewing 66
applications from entities seeking grants. Lovelace also discussed OBAE’s Student Connect
program that’s providing wireless high-speed internet service to rural students throughout
the state and the passage of SB 401, the Broadband for Education bill. That legislation will
transfer the Statewide Education Network to OBAE. Lovelace also talked about a recent
breakthrough agreement with an internet service provider that will stop ongoing broadband
outages in Gallup and McKinley County.

Chamber President and CEQO Jerry Schalow addresses
Chamber event. the audience.

Lovelace showed the audience how broadband expansion has grown over the past years
and how OBAE is leading the way to connect New Mexico. He offered statistics that
demonstrated the successes of broadband expansion and deployment in New Mexico. In
just the past year, he said more than $233 million in state and federal grants for dozens of
projects have been awarded to connect more than 35,000 locations. Lovelace also
explained the complexities of the many programs and funding sources. He addressed the
progress OBAE has made and mentioned ongoing programs and projects.

Rio Rancho Regional Chamber President and CEO Jerry Schalow explained the importance
of having this event.

“Whether it’s economic development or existing businesses, or our community, we do not
have success in the state without access to broadband. Drew is awesome to speak to our
group. He gives us a great opportunity to learn about the expansion of high-speed internet
and what the state is doing. Our event really allows existing business and others to learn
about the broadband world. It also lets existing businesses in our community look at other
communities they can expand into.”

Rio Rancho Mayor Gregg Hull making remarks at the NM Transportation Secretary Ricky Serna speaks about

Chamber luncheon. the legislative session, infrastructure and his
Department's goals.

NM Transportation Secretary Ricky Serna also addressed the crowd, focusing on the
importance of infrastructure when it comes to economic development and progress. He
touched on the past legislative session and his Department’s future infrastructure goals.

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband @doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can
unsubscribe below.
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