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Announcements

 

Now Open: NTIA Native Entity Digital Equity Capacity
and Planning Grant Program Application

On September 25th the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
announced the opening of the application window for funding for Native Entities as part of the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law’s Digital Equity Capacity and Planning Grant programs.

Achieving digital equity is essential for Indian Tribes, Alaskan Native Entities, and Native
Hawaiian organizations (collectively referred to as “Native Entities”) to preserve their cultures,
share knowledge, and access crucial services. This grant funding opportunity supports Native
Entities in promoting the meaningful use of the Internet, empowering communities to leverage
digital tools and skills for long-term growth and well-being.

Both the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program and the State Digital Equity Capacity
Grant Program set aside funding specifically designated for Native Entities, empowering them
with the agency and sovereignty to design programs that enhance digital access and expand
opportunities within their communities, allowing them to shape solutions that best meet their
unique needs. Of the $45,300,000 total:

$42,000,000 from the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program is available for
digital equity and inclusion activities, and
$3,300,000 from the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program is for digital equity
planning purposes. ​

From now until February 7, 2025, Native Entities can apply to use these Capacity & Planning
Grant Program funds to carry out digital equity and inclusion activities consistent with
the Digital Equity Act.
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Funding for Native Entities will be determined through a competitive process. Applicants must
submit a single application, and may apply for either only Capacity Grant Funds, OR both
Capacity and Planning Grant Funds. Standalone applications for Planning Grant Funds will
not be accepted.

Investing in digital equity empowers Native Entities to strengthen their communities and
increase self-sufficiency. Tribal communities interested in applying for funding under the
Native Entity Capacity and Planning Grant Program may CLICK HERE to view the
application materials.

NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program Get Ready One-Pager

If you have any questions, please contact OBAE's Neala Krueger, Digital Equity Coordinator
at Neala.Krueger@connect.nm.gov or Victory Quintana, OBAE's Tribal Coordinator and
Liaison at Valerie.quintana@connect.nm.gov.

Office of Broadband Access and
Expansion Awards $500,000 in

Broadband Planning and
Engineering Grants

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion
(OBAE) has announced five awardees that will receive state grants totaling $500,000 for
planning, engineering and grant writing to help deploy broadband service in their
communities.

The funds come as part of the state’s Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning program
(GWEP). The state had allocated $5 million in GWEP funds to help tribes, local governments
and cooperatives attain grants to help them provide broadband to unserved areas. Awardees
will use the funds to help provide broadband infrastructure, planning services and broadband
engineering/design projects.

“These state grant awards signify another milestone to help expand broadband across New
Mexico,” said Eric Rodgers, OBAE Project Manager. “This funding will help kickstart much-
needed projects to bring high-speed internet to broadband-dry regions around the state. We
are very excited to award these funds.”

All GWEP awards are assistance and not merit grants, and the money must go toward
infrastructure. Internet Service Providers are not eligible to apply for GWEP dollars.

Congratulations to the New Mexico Tribes that were awarded grants!

Pueblo de Cochiti ~ $100,000
Pueblo of Tesuque ~ $100,000

The GWEP grants can also be used to attain other funds, like those available under the
federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program. The maximum GWEP
award allowed is $100,000.

OBAE began issuing GWEP grants in July, and there are now 20 entities that have received
awards totaling nearly $2 million. Recipients include 7 tribal communities.

There is still $3.1 million in GWEP grants still available, and OBAE is urging tribal
governments, local governments, rural telephone cooperatives and rural electric
cooperatives to submit for these assistance grants. Matching funds are not required.

To submit for a GWEP grant, click here. For more information, click here.

Public Comment for BABA
Due October 15th

On September 16, 2024, the Department of Commerce and NTIA
issued a notice and request for comments on their proposal for a
limited, general applicability, nonavailability waiver of the Build America,
Buy America domestic preference requirements for certain construction
materials and certain manufactured products that would apply only to
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those recipients of Federal financial assistance awarded pursuant to the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program’s (TBCP) second Notice of Funding Opportunity, released on July 27,
2023 (Second TBCP NOFO).

The proposed waiver is time-limited; targeted to specific items, products, materials, and
categories; and conditional on the requirement that certain manufacturing processes must
occur in the United States. The proposed waiver follows the BEAD BABA waiver with two
minor adjustments, i.e., NTIA is requesting comment on waiving a specific type of submarine
fiber optic cable ('unrepeatered') that is not made in the US today and proposing additional
technical assistance for Tribes.

Comments are due on or before October 15, 2024 at 11:59 p.m, ET.  Commenters should
send submissions via electronic mail to Tbcpnofo2@ntia.gov, with the subject “DOC Waivers:
TBCP.” The waiver can be found here.

Public Comment Period
Ends Today, September 30th!

Project Area Units in BEAD Program
The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion has announced
that it will seek public comments from September 1-30 in the next
step of the federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment
(BEAD) program.

The public comments will center on draft Project Area Units (PAU),
regions across the state for which stakeholders will bid for BEAD

funding for broadband projects. PAUs were designed using existing administrative
boundaries, including Tribal lands, school districts, census blocks and tracts, and high-cost
areas defined by NTIA.

The public is encouraged to provide feedback on the PAUs.  OBAE wants to know if there
are any issues in these PAUs that might deter applicants from applying or impede
broadband deployment and how changing the PAU boundaries could resolve such
issues.

​Stakeholders and others can view the draft PAU boundaries and public comment materials on
OBAE’s website. There, you’ll be able to download documents, fill out forms and upload
comments.

Read the Participant guide PDF here.
 

Funding Opportunities
 

OBAE Opens Application Process
for $675 Million in Broadband

Grants ~ Entities May Start
Prequalification Applications

The next phase of the BEAD Program is underway.

Local governments, Tribal communities, nonprofits, internet service providers, cooperatives
and other entities may now submit Prequalification Applications for the state’s largest funding
program to deploy broadband infrastructure. BEAD applicants must submit a Prequalification
Application in order to apply for BEAD funding.

The state will be awarding $675 million in grants through the federal government’s Broadband
Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program.

Entities that want to build infrastructure for unserved communities may begin to submit
prequalification applications to OBAE. These applications will help the state determine
whether an entity has the technical capability and financial stability to deploy broadband and
meet federal and state requirements.
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The regular prequalification process ends November 1 at 11:59pm. However, there is a
Priority Deadline: if an entity submits a prequalification application by October 14 at 11:59pm,
it will get an accelerated review and complete applications will receive a decision by
November 1.

For more information about BEAD, state and federal requirements and the prequalification
process, CLICK HERE.

Once prequalification applications are evaluated and approved, entities will formally apply for
their suggested broadband projects based on broadband-dry areas. Both the state and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration must approve the final
applications.

If you have any questions, please contact OBAE at: Broadband@connect.nm.gov

Cybersecurity Pilot Program for Schools and Libraries
The FCC opened the application window for its Cybersecurity Pilot Program for Schools and
Libraries. The Pilot will provide up to $200 million in Universal Service funding to selected
participants over a three-year term to purchase a wide variety of cybersecurity services and
equipment. To target Pilot funds to the populations most in need of cybersecurity support, the
Bureau will award support with an emphasis on funding proposed Pilot projects that include
Tribal and low income applicants.

The filing window closes on Friday, November 1, 2024 at 11:59 p.m. E.T.  For more
information, visit the Cybersecurity Pilot Program Website.

 
Upcoming Meetings

 
NM Tribal Working Group (TWG)

Meeting October 9th!
TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico tribes are actively part of the historic broadband
initiatives that will enhance tribal communities' access to education, healthcare and economic
development. TWG meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month, please join!

Agenda - October 9th, 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT
Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker: TBA
Announcements

Presentations from September Meeting:
Holistic Pathways to Digital Equity Webinar:  Speakers share valuable insights from
their work in libraries, schools, and healthcare settings. Achieving digital inclusion
requires both immediate actions and long-term strategies. By building trusted
relationships, conducting gap analysis, and understanding the social determinants of
health, we can work together to meet the measurable goals in the state's Digital Equity
Plan and make a lasting impact for New Mexicans.
Digital Inclusion Program Manual - National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA)
Digital Equity Program Presentation 9/11/2024
OBAE Updates Presentation 9/11/2024
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Zoom Link:
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
   Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
   Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Tribal Working Group (TWG) Mission
To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to
funding, technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and
sustainability in ways that protect tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an
email to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief
statement of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let
us know how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council
appreciates your interest!

Tribal Broadband Leaders
Network Meeting October 10th

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN) is for
Tribal leaders across the country to share priorities and
best practices, discuss emerging telecommunications
policy issues, and identify engagement strategies with

state broadband leaders. Tribal leaders and Tribal broadband providers are welcome to join. 

Meetings are 1:00pm, MT : Register here
October 10
November 14
December 12

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,
please email tbln@ntia.gov. 

 

News
 

OBAE Begins Computer
Donation Campaign with

National Nonprofit
The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion
(OBAE) has announced the kickoff for a
statewide campaign to help get refurbished
computers to community members and
organizations in need.

As part of the state's commitment to supporting
Digital Equity and Inclusion, OBAE will be
working with Digitunity, a national nonprofit
organization focused on advancing digital equity
through computer ownership. OBAE and

Digitunity will connect individual and corporate donors with regional nonprofits that can help
get donated computers refurbished and distributed to New Mexicans.

"Thousands of state residents face barriers because they don’t have a computer, and we are
very excited to start this campaign, especially for families and organizations in areas
recovering from fires and floods,” said Jennifer Nevarez, a member of OBAE's Broadband
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and Digital Equity Support Team. "We are reaching out to companies and others willing to
donate usable technology, and this initiative is a wonderful way to get computers to people
who really need them."

OBAE and Digitunity began the effort September 21st at the Governor’s Cabinet in Your
Community events in Mescalero and Ruidoso where residents—hard-hit by the South Fork
and Salt Fires—were able to apply for a free, refurbished desktop computer. OBAE Acting
Director Drew Lovelace (photo above) tells Mescalero residents about quick broadband
restoration efforts.

Access to computer and other hardware is a key barrier identified in New Mexico's Digital
Equity Plan, which outlines a range of goals and initiatives to ensure that all New Mexicans
and communities have the technology, skills and capacity needed to benefit in the digital
world.

If you want to donate a computer, visit https://connect.nm.gov/computers. The next
OBAE Digital Equity Emergency Response Computer Distribution Event will be in
Ruidoso on October 9th during National Digital Inclusion Week.

If you have any questions about the donation campaign, you can contact Jennifer Nevarez at
Jennifer.nevarez@connect.nm.gov.

OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace, NM State Representative Jenifer Jones, Valley Telephone Cooperative
CEO Troy Judd and other Cooperative officials cut the ribbon at an Animas High School football game to

celebrate the future arrival of high-speed internet to the area.

$5.6 Million Grant Will Make High-Speed Internet
Service Available in Hidalgo and Grant County

Communities
The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has announced that three rural
Southwestern New Mexico communities will soon have high-speed internet, thanks to a state-
issued grant totaling more than $5.6 million.

The funding was awarded through the state’s Connect New Mexico Fund to Valley Telephone
Cooperative, which will provide fiber broadband connections to hundreds of residents in
Animas, Cotton City and Hachita.

“This project will have a generational impact for residents in this rural corner of the state. No
one should lack access to broadband, and this important connectivity is a sign of real
progress,” said Drew Lovelace, Acting Director of OBAE.

The Valley Telephone Cooperative project will build fiber to 324 homes and 101 local
businesses. The broadband will be constructed to 170 unserved and 255 underserved
locations. An underserved location is one that does not have access to broadband speeds of
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at least 100Mbps download and 20 Mbps uploads.

Valley Telephone Cooperative will build nearly 135 miles of fiber for this project. Construction
will begin as soon as Valley Telephone Cooperative completes preliminary work such as
permitting, right of way and labor contracts.

The project could be completed as early as spring 2025.

 

Upcoming Events & Trainings
 

NM Broadband Summit
October 29, 2024

Isleta Resort & Casino
New Mexico is in the early days of a broadband transformation with more than $1B already
granted for infrastructure deployment. Don't miss this must attend day long event that will
bring together ISPs, industry experts, government officials from all levels, tribal entities, rural
electric cooperatives, rural telecommunications cooperatives, business leaders, industry
vendors and community decision makers to participate in discussions and panels aimed at
expanding high speed internet throughout the Land of Enchantment.

​Hear important updates from NM Office of Broadband Access and Expansion, NM Economic
Development Department, US Department of Agriculture, City of ABQ, NM
Legislators, National Tribal Telecommunications Association, National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, NM Department of Workforce Solutions, NM Environment
Department and more!

For more information and to register, click here.

Broadband Communities
Summit West 

October 30th–31st 2024
San Diego Convention Center

https://business.nmchamber.org/events/details/2024-broadband-summit-92


The conference series offers leading events for
community leaders, property owners, network
infrastructure builders and telco service providers to
meet and discuss strategies for delivering connectivity
for communities all over the US.

Celebrating its inaugural year, Broadband
Communities Summit West offers a regional platform and focuses on how to connect every
community in the Western US with next-generation communications infrastructure – from
densely populated cities to rural towns, multifamily properties to master planned
developments, suburban areas to Native land and more.

For more information about the Summit, and to register, click here.

2024 Regional Fiber Connect Workshop Series
Albuquerque, NM ~ November 7, 2024

The Fiber Broadband Association hosts Regional Fiber Connect events throughout the year
to bring together industry professionals and share best practices for deploying fiber
broadband. These events provide networking opportunities and educational sessions,
covering topics such as emerging trends, innovative technologies, and regulatory
considerations. The goal is to empower attendees with the latest insights and strategies for
successful fiber broadband deployment, fostering a sense of community and collaboration
within the industry.

For more information and to register, click here.

 
Job Opportunities

 
Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions

Share your job opportunities!
The Tribal Broadband Newsletter wants to be a part of the workforce solution! We will start to post
broadband job opportunities! Share your job posting, please send them to
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.
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Workforce Solutions Resources
Calix Workforce Training Resources
CNMC DE Work Group Agenda
CNMC Digital Equity and Inclusion Working Group Resources
BROADBAND RESOURCES - Broadband Workforce Development    
Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers Program (PROTECT)
The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs
New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses
Pathways to Success: NTTA Broadband Reference Guide

 
Resources

 
National Tribal Telecommunications Association
(NTTA)

White Paper: Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on
Rural Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)
Tribal Nations ​Broadband Resources

​Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund
Tribal Nations Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit
​Tribal Consultations
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards
Webinar Recordings
State Engagement
Mapping Resources
Additional Resources
Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials
Middle Mile Tracking Dashboard
Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program
Demonstrating compliance with the Buy America requirement
State Digital Equity Planning Grant
Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
The Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives (OMBI) 2023 Annual Report
2023 Federal Broadband Funding Report
Digital Equity in Tribal Communities
FCC Report - Spectrum Access and Data in Tribal Communities
Grant List
Hi-Speed Internet Page
Asset Mapping Guide
​NTIA’s Digital Equity Act Program technical assistance materials
What is Permitting?
Environmental & Historic Preservation Checklist for BEAD
Environmental & Historic Preservation Factsheet
Digital Equity Plan Template

Connect New Mexico
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE)
Connect New Mexico Broadband Grant Program Map
NM Broadband Speed & Quality Testing
Connect New Mexico Working Groups
Tribal Broadband Resource Library
Five-Year Action Plan Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment(BEAD) Program

Internet for All Funding Programs
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Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in
Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services
reviews and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way
and business leases for broadband development projects on
individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-
of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other
Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’
authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes
and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA approval,
and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Connect New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
​Resource Library

The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development,
adoption programs, and effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development
resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/tribal-broadband-connectivity-program
https://www.bia.gov/service/broadband-access/apply-broadband-right-of-way
https://connect.nm.gov/tribal-broadband.html


regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband
initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and
individuals working to support Broadband for New Mexico, and invite
you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Kimball
Sekaquaptewa and Lead Jason Clark)
Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

​If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!
 

New Mexico Tribal Broadband
Previous New Mexico Tribal Broadband Newsletters are available here.
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