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The public is encouraged to provide feedback on the PAUSs.

Announcements

August 26, 2024

nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com

Public Comment Period to Begin on
Project Area Units in BEAD Program
Webinar August 30th

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion has announced
that it will seek public comments from September 1-30 in the next
step of the federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment

(BEAD) program.

The public comments will center on draft Project Area Units (PAU),
regions across the state for which stakeholders will bid for BEAD funding for broadband
projects. PAUs were designed using existing administrative boundaries, including Tribal
lands, school districts, census blocks and tracts, and high-cost areas defined by NTIA.

Stakeholders and others can view the draft PAU boundaries and public comment materials on
OBAE'’s website. There, you'll be able to download documents, fill out forms and upload
comments. OBAE wants to know if there are any issues in these PAUs that might deter
applicants from applying or impede broadband deployment and how changing the PAU
boundaries could resolve such issues.

OBAE will conduct a webinar on Friday, August 30, from 10am-11am MST, to introduce this
process to stakeholders and provide instruction on how to participate. Interested stakeholders
can register for the webinar here.

Read more here.
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Investing In

et For All

2023 Federal Broadband Funding Report

This is the third Federal Broadband Funding Report produced by NTIA. This year's report not
only will release a dashboard of major findings but will also include a comprehensive view of
broadband investment data reported across the last three data collections -- reflecting
broadband investments from FY 2020 to 2022. Past Federal Broadband Funding Reports
included dashboards of selected charts, but this year's Federal Broadband Funding Report
Dashboard allows Congress and the public to view trends across broadband funding types,
purposes, agencies, and programs, as well as historical data on projected connections, where
available.

Read the report here. Visit the NTIA website for more information.

Native Nations and Federal Telecom

L Policy Failures:
Lessons from the Rural Digital
N4 Opportunity Fund
INSTITUTE EFOR

Local Self-Reliance In this report, the Institute for Local Self-Reliance examines some
Tribal Nations’ critiques about the Federal Communications
Commission’s troubled Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF).

There remain a lot of moving parts in the broadband funding landscape - a lot of different
state and federal funding programs with different rules and guidelines. For many years,
the FCC has doled out the largest share of money, especially to rural areas, but the
Commission’s policies on Tribal consultation have often resulted in broken promises,
frustration, and bureaucratic hurdles for already time-strapped Tribes looking to close the
digital divide on their lands.

Read the full report here.

NTIA Middle Mile Tracking Dashboard

Tracking Project Progress in the Middle Mile Program - Across six Internet for All grant
programs, NTIA is already funding hundreds of individual projects, with hundreds more to
come. A new type of data dashboard shows how the public can monitor the progress of
construction and implementation related to projects in their area. Careful monitoring and
oversight of grantees is key for ensuring timely execution of funded projects and minimizing
the risk of waste, fraud, and abuse. NTIA has built regular reporting requirements into its
grant programs, and these new dashboards will give the public increased transparency into
those reports.

Visit the Middle Mile Tracking Dashboard. Read more about the Enabling Middle Mile
Broadband Infrastructure Program.

Funding Opportunities

Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program
Next Webinar August 29th
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Deadline September 23rd

Nm NTIA has published the Competitive Grant Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFQ), or view the PDF here. The application is due September 23, 2024-
-this deadline is for all eligible entities including Native entities.

These competitive grants will resource initiatives that support populations most impacted by
digital divides. Low-income households, older adults, justice-impacted people, people living
with disabilities, rural communities, and racial and ethnic minority groups are among the
populations served by this program.

Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program
Competitive grant investments are an essential complement to broadband deployment
strategies:

e Check out the Digital Equity Technical Assistance Hub for application help.

e Develop a timeline for completing your application.

e Begin gathering partnership letters and authorizations, both written and signed. These
letters provide credibility and expertise, and will further your project’s reach.

Partnerships:

To have the greatest impact among Covered Populations, NTIA encourages stakeholders to
consider whether forming a partnership is right for you. We achieve more when we work
together. Consider pooling your resources and expertise with other organizations to submit
collaborative proposals that address the needs of your communities. By working together, you
can create more effective and comprehensive solutions that drive meaningful change and
improve the lives of those you serve.

Webinars:

e Thursday, August 29, 2024 - 4:00pm ET: Digital Equity Competitive Application
Webinar, Part 5: Consolidated Budget Form

e Wednesday, September 4, 2024 - 3:00 PM, ET: Digital Equity Competitive Application
Webinar: Troubleshooting the NGP

e Tuesday, September 10, 2024 - 4:00 PM, ET: Digital Equity Competitive Application
Webinar: Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program FAQ Webinar

Resources:

NDIA Competitive Grant Webinar Slides

Preparing for the Competitive Grant Program

Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program Get Ready One-Pager

Frequently Asked Questions

Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program

Application Materials

July 25 Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program Webinar Recording and Slide Deck
Upcoming Webinars on the Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program

Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program NOFO

Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program Resource Page (For FAQs, the application
packet, etc.

Technical Assistance Hub

State Digital Equity Capacity Grant
September 25, 2024 to February 7, 2025

The purpose of the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program is to
create the conditions where individuals and communities have the


https://www.ntia.gov/federal-register-notice/2024/notice-funding-opportunity-digital-equity-competitive-grant-program
https://www.ntia.gov/federal-register-notice/2024/notice-funding-opportunity-digital-equity-competitive-grant-program
https://www.ntia.gov/federal-register-notice/2024/notice-funding-opportunity-digital-equity-competitive-grant-program
https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/de-competitive-nofo-fy24.pdf
https://www.ntia.gov/programs-and-initiatives/digital-equity-competitive-grant-program
https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=5e89f21323279db790927b5f422eee2cfac705d8d6cc5131e650117dd29308f0d7c73dfa7a415f8aac20ca3f7c9fe35a501b92ac5e7fefd7
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-competitive-application-webinar-part-5-consolidated-budget-form
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-competitive-application-webinar-troubleshooting-ngp
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-competitive-application-webinar-digital-equity-competitive
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10CThtytOlAGN77UPswqEsG20aHwfQ3nAxcS_7ME6Zfc/edit#slide=id.g16634cb336c_1_658
https://www.ntia.gov/blog/2024/what-s-next-digital-equity-preparing-competitive-grant-program
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/DE_Competitive_Grant_Get_Ready_One_Pager.pdf
https://www.ntia.gov/page/frequently-asked-questions-and-answers#awards
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/DE_Competitive_Grant_Program_Overview_Primer_FY24.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/technical-assistance/DE_Competitive_Application_Materials
https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=d35b335b7fbff9d5dc4bcbcd47875f5b7158c3e7a7ddde6d502a05fecfc913bbc853da581ee12659446c8a946a9d93a0c702b7159b394d68
https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=d35b335b7fbff9d5cdf94e9a3f8c5daeddc5d0c0e0055228de9a4e38b4c301b94a03232925a2eee4a72b1d95b37811661131e6fb59b07c85
https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=d35b335b7fbff9d556d65205af01c55d0711020c394f0f413080bc58438c4acd153b64e701944b3f4ca7d9b6538d5bb17f556a93f940cfd8
https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=d35b335b7fbff9d5e2b82b48e57760a9b730c58e063006eb516da05603fed6e8806260f7a8699f877cee4190c63ac325ea5572c2d5736676
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/technical-assistance-hub

information technology capacity that is needed for full participation in the
society and economy of the United States.The Plan seeks to empower

Nﬂﬁ individuals and communities with the tools, skills, and opportunities they
need to benefit from meaningful access to affordable, reliable, high-
speed Internet.

The application window for Indian Tribes, Alaska Native entities, and
Native Hawaiian
organizations (“Native Entities”) will open September 25, 2024, and close on February 7,
2025. Read the NOFO _here. Learn more here.

Grant Writing, Engineering,

’?/('IONNECT and Planning (GWEP) Grant
: Open Application
O it PEn PP

Offiee of Broadband Access & Expansion  The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion
(OBAE) is awarding financial assistance grants to
aid Tribal governments and local governmental units in procuring grant writing, engineering,
and/or planning assistance to help identify community broadband needs and to support
applying for other funding sources for broadband-related projects.

Requirements:

Open application until funds are obligated

No matching funds required

Max award is $100K

Tribes are NOT required to provide a BTIN or TIN (see info and instructions below).

Nations, Tribes, and Pueblos (NTPs) are not required to provide a TIN. Agreements with
NTPs usually occur via an Intergovernmental Grant Agreement, which does not have the
same requirements as a contractor for instance. In the application, look for the section: New
Mexico Business Tax Identification Number (BTIN): For Tribal submissions this will remain "0"
as this is not required.

Click here for more information and to apply for the grant.

Media Highlights/In the News
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Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning (GWEP)
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Kickoff

The NM Office of Broadband Access & Expansion's (OBAE) Tribal Engagement Team hosted
the first Kickoff event for the first Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning Tribal awardees.
Topics discussed were expectations and standards for the reimbursement process, reporting
and timelines. The meeting provided a great opportunity for the awardees to feel better
prepared by learning more about the process and ask questions. The meeting was in person
at OBAE's office in Albuquerque and a virtual participation option was provided, as well.

Local and Tribal
Governments Will Share in
Recent Grant Funding for
Broadband Expansion

Recently Drew Lovelace, Acting Director of
the Office of Broadband Access and
Expansion (OBAE), spoke at the Farmington
NM Broadband Future Conference. Drew
announced that it has awarded grants to

fifteen entities to expand broadband access.

Listen to the interview with Drew and Scott Brocato on KRWG here.

State Officials Celebrate Launch of
School Education Network (SEN)

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on August 15th at 21st
Century Public Academy in Albuquerque to celebrate the
state’s landmark launch last month of the Statewide
Education Network (SEN). SEN has begun connecting
public schools in what will become a statewide broadband
network, enabling students to share classes, resources
and information and to access educational websites. More than 26,000 students are now
connected to the network.

About 50 schools have been connected since July 1. The FCC funding will help provide
broadband service and operations for up to 300 schools. SEN plans to connect all public
schools by 2027, and will supervise daily operations and cybersecurity of the network.

The Federal Communications Commission has green-lighted more than $500,000 to go
toward operations of the Statewide Education Network (SEN). The federal funding comes
from the FCC’s Schools & Libraries USF Program, known as the E-rate program, which helps
schools obtain internet service. Read the Press Release here.

Read more about SEN.

Seven Star Communities
P Program

b ASEVEN STAR _
W)+ even Star Communities is a new program that
\\\‘\ ey / COMMUN |T| ES highlights Native entities for their excellence in
- providing sustainable solutions to support their
digital inclusion ecosystems and provides an

opportunity for Tribal entities to learn from each
other.

The entities selected as Seven Star Communities serve as models of excellence for
sustainable connectivity solutions that address the educational, health, economic, cultural,
and social needs of their Tribal community. Seven Star Communities demonstrate digital self-
determination efforts by increasing governance capacities through strategic planning,
dedicated funding, strong leadership support, and community engagement.
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Read more about the program here.

Celebrating Disability Pride Month
DISAE by Embracing Inclusion and
D! Accessibility

As we celebrate Disability Pride Month and the 34th
anniversary of the passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), it’s crucial to recognize the
achievements, contributions, and resilience of individuals with disabilities. This month serves
as a reminder of the importance of inclusivity and accessibility in every aspect of our society,
especially in the digital realm.

The digital divide disproportionately affects people with disabilities, making it challenging
for them to access the same opportunities and resources as their non-disabled peers. This
gap is not just about having access to technology but also about ensuring that digital tools are
usable and accessible to everyone.

It's also important to acknowledge that individuals with disabilities often belong to other
marginalized groups, such as racial and ethnic minorities, LGBTQ+, rural or low-income
communities. These overlapping identities can exacerbate the barriers they face, making
digital equity even more critical.

The Digital Equity Act programs, part of the Internet for All initiative, aim to address these

challenges head-on. These programs are designed to empower individuals and communities
by providing the tools, skills, and opportunities needed to benefit from meaningful access to

affordable, reliable, high-speed Internet service.

Read the NTIA full story here.

Upcoming Events & Trainings

NTIA's Joint Cohort Summit
Portland, OR - September 17-19
DL Room Block Deadline Aug 30th

INTERNETFORALL.GOV

NTIA will be hosting the 2024 Joint Cohort Summit at the
Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront.

The Joint Cohort Summit will bring together the State Broadband Leaders Network (SBLN),
Digital Equity Leaders Network (DELN), and the Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN)
and will be comprised of joint and individual sessions geared towards each cohort. You must
be a TBLN participant to attend.

SHLB Reception: The Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband Coalition will be hosting a
reception on Tuesday, September 17th from 5:00 — 7:00 pm at the Summit hotel. Registration
is required. Please click here for more information and to register.

For more information about the Summit, and to register, click here.The last day to
book and receive the discount hotel rate is August 30th.
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NTTA Tribal Broadband Summit
Wild Horse Pass Resort and Casino
Chandler, AZ, September 23-25

The National Tribal Telecommunications Association (NTTA) is excited to bring together
Tribal attendees, grant applicants, grant awardees, and industry experts from across the
country to explore and discuss key elements essential to advancing our tribal broadband
infrastructure.

This summit is an invaluable opportunity to enhance your knowledge, network with industry
experts, and collaborate with peers dedicated to building smarter and more connected Tribal
nations. Together, we can bridge the digital divide and create a future where every Tribal
community has the tools and resources needed to thrive in the digital age.

The summit will focus on the following crucial topics:

1. Federal Broadband Network Funding Opportunities: Learn about the latest federal
funding opportunities available to support your broadband initiatives and how to
navigate the application process.

Setting Up a Front Office/Back Office: Understand the requirements and best practices
for establishing an effective operational framework to manage your broadband network.
Building a Broadband Network: Gain insights into the step-by-step process of building a
robust broadband network tailored to the unique needs of Tribal communities.
Broadband Equipment and Services: Discover the necessary equipment and services
to construct and maintain a reliable broadband infrastructure.

Digital Equity and Digital Inclusion: Explore strategies to promote digital equity and
inclusion, ensuring that all members of our Tribal nations have access to the benefits of
broadband connectivity.

o & o Db

Click here for more information and to register.

NM Digital Equity Summit
September 27th

More info coming soon!

NTCA Fall Conference


https://web.cvent.com/event/9f241548-ef8c-41c9-b746-8a59628bc1ac/summary

September 29-October 2, 2024
Indianapolis, IN
‘ NTCA

» y{Iy7AY \IMl Fall Conference is an experience where technology, futurism
‘ (M1}, [33}{3/[W W and rural optimism converge. Dive deep into the heart of rural
‘ . progress and hear from the companies pushing themselves to

innovate and provide new services and access for their
communities.

This year's Fall Conference takes a dynamic exploration of rural
broadband innovation, that adds to the education sessions and networking events including
highlights of successful and groundbreaking Smart Rural CommunitySM initiatives. Get a
360-degree view of rural broadband today from the companies implementing innovative
initiatives and their community partners making use of the connectivity, and learn how your
company can continue driving positive outcomes in the rural spaces you serve.

Click here for more information.

NM Broadband Summit Oct 29th
Isleta Resort & Casino

More info coming soon!

P = Broadband Communities
== — Summit West
|5 cp o\ eaaa
e S iggg%?@ October 30th—31st 2024
LT J l | JH San Diego Convention Center
.r —J The conference series offers leading events for

community leaders, property owners, network
infrastructure builders and telco service providers to
meet and discuss strategies for delivering connectivity for communities all over the US.

Celebrating its inaugural year, Broadband Communities Summit West offers a regional
platform and focuses on how to connect every community in the Western US with next-
generation communications infrastructure — from densely populated cities to rural towns,
multifamily properties to master planned developments, suburban areas to Native land and
more.

For more information about the Summit, and to register, click here.
Upcoming Meetings

NM Tribal Working Group (TWG)
Next Meeting September 11th!

TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico tribes are actively part of the historic broadband
initiatives that will enhance tribal communities' access to education, healthcare and economic
development. TWG meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month, please join!


https://www.ntca.org/events-education/fall-conference
https://www.terrapinn.com/conference/broadband-communities-west/index.stm

Agenda - September 11, 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT

Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker - TBA
Announcements

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pagVW1PRIJEcFNIZz09
Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Tribal Working Group (TWG) Mission

To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to
funding, technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and
sustainability in ways that protect tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member!

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an
email to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief
statement of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let
us know how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council
appreciates your interest!

Tribal Broadband Leaders

et el Network Meeting September 12th
News Update

FOR ALL

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN) is for
Tribal leaders across the country to share priorities and
best practices, discuss emerging telecommunications
policy issues, and identify engagement strategies with state broadband leaders. Tribal
leaders and Tribal broadband providers are welcome to join.

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,

please email tbin@ntia.gov.

Meetings are 1:00pm, MT : Register here

e September 12
e October 10
e November 14

Job Opportunities
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Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions
Share your job opportunities!

The Tribal Broadband Newsletter wants to be a part of the workforce solution! We will start to post
broadband job opportunities! Share your job posting, please send them to
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Workforce Solutions Resources

Calix Workforce Training Resources

CNMC DE Work Group Agenda

CNMC Digital Equity and Inclusion Working Group Resources

BROADBAND RESOURCES - Broadband Workforce Development

Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers Program (PROTECT)
The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs

New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses

Pathways to Success: NTTA Broadband Reference Guide

Resources

National Tribal Telecommunications Association

(NTTA)

o White Paper:_Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on
Rural Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)
Tribal Nations Broadband Resources

Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
Tribal Nations Resource Page

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program

Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit

Tribal Consultations

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards
Webinar Recordings

State Engagement

Mapping Resources

Additional Resources

Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials

Demonstrating compliance with the Buy America requirement

State Digital Equity Planning Grant

Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
The Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives (OMBI) 2023 Annual Report
Digital Equity in Tribal Communities

FCC Report - Spectrum Access and Data in Tribal Communities
Grant List

Hi-Speed Internet Page

Asset Mapping Guide

NTIA’s Digital Equity Act Program technical assistance materials
What is Permitting?

Environmental & Historic Preservation Checklist for BEAD
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The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services
reviews and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way
and business leases for broadband development projects on
individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.
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The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-
of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other
Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’
authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes
and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA approval,
and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Connect New Mexico
= Tribal Broadband
) Resource Library

CDNNECT The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
new mexico between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
Office of Broadband Access & Expansion New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development,
adoption programs, and effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.
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The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development
resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

(@)
Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
CONNECT resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and
: regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband
De,\!\{,bmeﬁlpco initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups

Connect New Mexico Grant Program

Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)

Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and
Council Representative Katherine Crociata)

Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group

(Chair Kimball Sekaquaptewa and Lead Vanessa Willock)

If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!
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