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Restoring
Telecommunications

Devastated by the
South Fork and Salt

Fires on the Mescalero
Apache Reservation

The South Fork and Salt Fires started on
June 17, 2024, bringing devastation to
the Mescalero Apache Reservation and
surrounding towns and communities.

Godfrey Enjady, GM of Mescalero
Apache Telecom Inc., (MATI) and Chair
of the Connect New Mexico Tribal
Working Group (TWG) has been
working around the clock with other
providers who volunteered to restore
telecommunications to the impacted
communities. Enjady formed the
Emergency Broadband Operations
Team (EBOT) to quickly restore down
services for all communication providers
to bring 911, cellular, internet and voice
services back to the Ruidoso Mescalero
area. EBOT established sub teams to
address specific issues. The three
teams were: MATI, Windstream and
TDS.

"First and foremost, the focus of
responding to the fires was saving lives. Communications services, such as 911 and internet
are essential to emergency response and our community was looking to MATI to take action
immediately," said Enjady. The Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort, owned by the Mescalero
Apache became Fire Base Central in providing shelter, food and a safe environment for
firefighters first responders and evacuees.
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A GoFundMe has been established by the Mescalero Apache Tribe, see below.

Support Mescalero Apache Tribe’s Fire Relief!
​A GoFundMe has been established by the Mescalero Apache Tribe to support the Tribe’s
South Fork and Salt Fires emergency response efforts. The Tribe is operating two evacuation
sites on Reservation for tribal and non-tribal families. The original purpose of this GoFundMe
was to support these evacuation sites. Donations made prior to this update will continue to
support this purpose.

Donations made after this update (made 6-20-24 at 9:47 AM) will go toward supporting the
Tribe’s evacuation sites and evacuation sites in the neighboring communities. In addition,
new donations will also support post-fire flood mitigation and response (if any). Finally,
donations will support recovery efforts by Mescalero, Ruidoso, Alto, and the surrounding
communities affected by the fires.

Any donation is appreciated! We are deeply moved by the innumerable donations already
received. We thank you for reaching out and hope that this GoFundMe makes it easier to
help.

Please donate here.
Thank you! ​

Congratulations!
NM Office of Broadband
Access and Expansion
has awarded grants to

four New Mexico Tribes,
totaling $400,000!
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The state Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has announced eight
awardees that will receive state grants as part of the Grant Writing Engineering and Planning
program (GWEP).

The state has allocated $5 million to help tribes, local governments and cooperatives get
grants to help them provide broadband to unserved areas. The GWEP program grants will be
used by the awardees for such things as grant writing, engineering and planning. These
grants can also be used to attain other grants, like the federal Broadband Equity Access and
Deployment program.

Congratulations to the New Mexico Tribes that were awarded!
Pueblo of Isleta: $100,000
San Ildefonso Services, LLC: $100,000
Pueblo of Laguna: $100,000
Pueblo of Jemez: $100,000

​All GWEP awards are assistance and not merit grants, and the money must go toward
infrastructure. Internet Service Providers are not eligible to apply for GWEP dollars.

OBAE’s Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning program is urging tribal governments, local
governments, rural telephone cooperatives and rural electric cooperatives to submit for
assistance grants.

To submit for a grant, click here: https://obae.submittable.com/submit
For more information about GWEP, click here: https://connect.nm.gov/obae-funding.htm

FOUR CORNERS
Economic Development:

Broadband Future: A
Collaborative 4 Corners

Pathway Conference
On June 25, 2024, Four Corners Economic
Development hosted A Collaborative 4
Corners Pathway Conference.

The conference served as an opportunity
for broadband specialists, nonprofits, ISPs, lawmakers, local and tribal leaders to share
information and provide input about broadband expansion in the Four Corners region.

The conference included a Legislative Panel discussing the upcoming State and Tribal
Broadband legislation and support, and an Education Panel with updates on developing a
skilled technology workforce.The conference also included a Community Leadership
Roundtable.Broadband updates, and a Digital Equity Panel.

Several people from OBAE attended and presented at the conference, including Drew
Lovelace, Acting Director for the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE),
pictured above.

NM Tribal Working Group
(TWG) Meetings

Next Meeting July 10th!

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fobae.submittable.com%2Fsubmit%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101906ffd6c81-8e9b81ed-ebbd-4149-9c75-5eeab2090bbf-000000/49Cv1eo7BadbRZmQ63BGoFaaYH5i7Vv-WMIEr9aKd8E=359
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TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico
tribes are actively part of the historic
broadband initiatives that will enhance tribal
communities' access to education, healthcare
and economic development. You are invited
to join the meetings!

July 10th Agenda:
Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker
Announcements

TWG Meetings:
New date, time and zoom link starting in July 
Meetings will be 1 time per month on the 2nd Wed of month
Next meeting is July 10th from 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT.
New Zoom Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?
pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

​TWG Mission
To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to
funding, technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and
sustainability in ways that protect tribal sovereignty. 

Become a Member!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an
email to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief
statement of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let
us know how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council
appreciates your interest!

Tribal Broadband Leaders
Network Meeting July 11th

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN)
is for Tribal leaders across the country to share
priorities and best practices, discuss emerging
telecommunications policy issues, and identify

engagement strategies with state broadband leaders. Tribal leaders and Tribal broadband
providers are welcome to join. 
 
If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,
please email tbln@ntia.gov. 

Next Meetings:
July 11: Topic TBD (Register here)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd%3DKy9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0cp3aM_p3vSh4zV8n_rNMl
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mailto:TBLN@ntia.gov
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https://ntia-gov.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsfuihpzIoHV6hSgjIRW-W1NyqQQmE2dQ


August 8: Topic TBD (Register here)

Virtual No-Cost
Cybersecurity Training on

July 18th, 10am PST
Protect Your Competitive Edge:
​Enhance Your Cybersecurity!

Adversaries are actively stealing the United States' military and industrial competitive
advantage.  Ubiquitous access to every organization's multi-interconnected information
systems facilitates this theft.  The US Federal government recognizes the risk of theft of its
sensitive information--such as Federal Contract Information (FCI) and Controlled Unclassified
Information (CUI)--from its supply chains' information systems.  Therefore, all Federal
contractors have certain basic cybersecurity requirements they must implement in their own
internal information technology (IT) systems that process Federal contract-related data.

Click here for more information and to register.

State Digital Equity
Capacity Grant

OBAE Office Hours
July 19th

The purpose of the State Digital Equity
Capacity Grant Program is to create the

conditions where individuals and communities have the information technology capacity that
is needed for full participation in the society and economy of the United States.The Plan
seeks to empower individuals and communities with the tools, skills, and opportunities they
need to benefit from meaningful access to affordable, reliable, high-speed Internet. 

The application window for Indian Tribes, Alaska Native entities, and Native Hawaiian
organizations (“Native Entities”) will open September 25, 2024, and close on February 7,
2025. Read the NOFO here. Learn more about the NTIA Digital Equity Competitive Grant
Program.

OBAE Office Hours July 19, 2:00-3:00PM MT
The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) will host a series of
“Open Office Hours” to support local Tribal Nations in preparing to submit NTIA Digital Equity
grant applications.

Join via Zoom link at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84544021293?pwd=Z2pVK3ZubTZwR0wvbVRHUk84bWxDdz09
Meeting ID: 845 4402 1293 Passcode: 497452

FCC Tribal Broadband Workshop
July 24-25, 2024

Billings, Montana
This event is designed to provide information that will help Tribal
Nations identify and evaluate opportunities to develop more robust

https://ntia-gov.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsfuihpzIoHV6hSgjIRW-W1NyqQQmE2dQ
https://nnapex.ecenterdirect.com/events/35961
https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ntia_fy24_sdecgp_nofo_final.pdf
https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=d4d627286d007f2be1308ba082a6675ea566f80631fa4685bb1ff363e9b511a35b3a5d317f4f4edd5bce96b4ec9de3fba47153b6b473a8f4
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84544021293?pwd=Z2pVK3ZubTZwR0wvbVRHUk84bWxDdz09


broadband infrastructure and services in Tribal communities. The workshop will provide
information about FCC policies and programs to address the lack of adequate
communications services on Tribal lands nationwide. Tribal government leaders, Tribal
service provider and IT managers, government and community planners and managers,
Tribal enterprise specialists, and representatives of Tribal social service agencies, schools,
and libraries are all persons who should consider attending this event.

Registration for this event is free. For more information, click here.

Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in
Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services reviews
and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way and business
leases for broadband development projects on individually owned
Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-
of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other
Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’
authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes
and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA approval,
and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Office of Internet Connectivity and
Growth 2023 Annual Report

NTIA recently released the 2023 Office of Internet
Connectivity and Growth Annual Report highlighting federal
investments in high-speed Internet programs, including state
and territory specific efforts and the activities of NTIA’s
Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth and high-speed
Internet infrastructure investments. 
For the next several editions of the Internet For All Monthly
Newsletter, we’ll look at OICG’s foundational support to
states, territories, and Tribal Nations over 2023. OICG’s goal
continues to be assisting states on an individualized level to

help them effectively connect their populations to affordable, reliable, high-speed Internet. 
While most information included in these state, territory, and Tribal regional pages focus on
work conducted in 2023, due to overlap and continued impact of funding, information from
previous years may also be included. 
To learn about all awards and funding and to find the most up-to-date information, please visit
the BroadbandUSA and Internet for All websites.

Read the Report here.

https://www.fcc.gov/news-events/events/2024/07/fcc-tribal-workshop-doubletree-hilton-hotel-billings-billings-mt
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Office of Minority Broadband
Initiatives (OMBI) 2023 Annual

Report Released
The Department of Commerce’s National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
released a new report highlighting federal investments in
high-speed Internet programs. Through the Office of
Minority Broadband Initiatives (OMBI), NTIA directly
addresses the lack of high-speed Internet access,
connectivity, adoption, and equity at our nation’s Historically
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) Tribal Colleges
and Universities (TCUs), and Minority Serving Institutions
(MSIs). The 2023 Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives

Annual Report details NTIA’s efforts to bridge the digital divide, with a focus on tackling the
“Triple A” barriers: Availability, Affordability, and Adoption.

Read the Report here.

Center for Tribal Digital
Sovereignty

The American Indian Policy Institute (AIPI) at the Sandra
Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University
and the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI)
announced the launch of the Center for Tribal Digital

Sovereignty, the first and only center in the nation dedicated to providing tribal governments,
leadership, and communities with the resources and support needed to establish a digital
sovereignty plan. This groundbreaking partnership, revealed during the NCAI 2024 Mid Year
Convention & Marketplace, marks a significant milestone in supporting Tribal Nations in
navigating the complexities of digital sovereignty.

Digital sovereignty encompasses all aspects of a Tribal Nation's digital plan and footprint,
such as Tribal codes, managing data protection, digital equity, network infrastructure,
development of funding sources, and capacity building.

Read the press release here.

RESOURCES
National Tribal Telecommunications Association
(NTTA)

White Paper: Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on
Rural Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/ombi-fy2023-annual-report.pdf
https://ncai.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a05d466a08334b9dbb97078e&id=59690d9007&e=52d1aaca17
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https://nationaltribaltelecom.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Whitepaper_Tribal-Broadband-Sustainability-Funding_v2.0.pdf
https://nationaltribaltelecom.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Whitepaper_Tribal-Broadband-Sustainability-Funding_v2.0.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/tribal-nations


Tribal Nations ​Broadband Resources
​Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
Tribal Nations Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit
​Tribal Consultations
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards
Webinar Recordings
State Engagement
Mapping Resources
Additional Resources
Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials
State Digital Equity Planning Grant
Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
The Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
Digital Equity in Tribal Communities
FCC Report - Spectrum Access and Data in Tribal Communities
Grant List
Hi-Speed Internet Page
Asset Mapping Guide
​NTIA’s Digital Equity Act Program technical assistance materials
What is Permitting?
Environmental & Historic Preservation Checklist for BEAD
Environmental & Historic Preservation Factsheet
Digital Equity Plan Template

Connect New Mexico
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE)
Connect New Mexico Broadband Grant Program Map
NM Broadband Speed & Quality Testing
Connect New Mexico Working Groups
Tribal Broadband Resource Library
Five-Year Action Plan Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment(BEAD) Program

Internet for All Funding Programs

Connect New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
​Resource Library

The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development,
adoption programs, and effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development
resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.
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Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and
regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband
initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
Connect New Mexico Grant Program
Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and
Council Representative Katherine Crociata)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)
Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group
(Chair Kimball Sekaquaptewa and Lead Vanessa Willock)

​If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!
 

New Mexico Tribal Broadband
Previous New Mexico Tribal Broadband Newsletters are available here.
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