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News
 New Mexico Ranks 2nd

Nationally in Securing Broadband
Funds for Schools and Libraries

New Mexico has secured nearly $60 million in federal
funding over the past five years to improve internet
infrastructure in schools and libraries, rankling 2nd in the
country for effectively using available federal broadband

dollars for these essential institutions.

The state has used nearly 88% of its available federal E-rate funds, which provide discounts on
internet access services based on students eligible for free or reduced-price lunches. This marks an
improvement from New Mexico's previous 5th place ranking. The remaining 12% of the federal
funds went unused when the 5-year E-rate budget cycle ended.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) partnered with the Public School Facilities
Authority (PSFA) to help schools and libraries navigate the application process, providing technical
support and specialized consultants.

OBAE Presents at the All
Pueblo Council of Governors

OBAE staff attended a meeting of the All Pueblo
Council of Governors last month at the Indian
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Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque. The
gathering addressed vital needs and strategies for
Tribal communities. Topics included the federal
budget and how it relates to water resources,
infrastructure, broadband and other Tribal
programs. Victory Quintana, OBAE'S Tribal
Coordinator and Liaison, and Gabe Montoya,
OBAE's Broadband Strategic and Tribal
Engagement Consultant, delivered remarks,
providing the Council with updates on broadband
funding and opportunities. 

The All Pueblo Council of Governors is a
leadership and political organization that focuses
on the Sovereign rights of Pueblos, working on
legislative, cultural, governmental and educational

issues.

Download a PDF of the 2025 Pueblo Governors List HERE.

Oso Internet Solutions, Inc. is
Close to Completion in Ramah, NM

Oso Internet Solutions will build and deploy a new fiber network to the home for 109 premises in the
Pine Meadows Ranches – all currently distressed and unserved. The fiber will be connected
through Oso’s mainline connection with Lumen Technologies and cross through sections of Ramah
Navajo Tribal Allotments to reach the Pine Meadows areas. Oso will run the fiber connections to the
premises and connect the residents via a gateway and wi-fi router terminal.

The project connected the first beta customers in December 2024 and is rolling out as customers
are available.

Navajo Nation Broadband
Office is now Connect

Dine!
The Navajo Nation Broadband Office has
rebranded itself to Connect Dine and it’s
website has recently launched. It has some
really great information, including their interim

strategy to connect all Chapter during the interim of fiber installation. That initiative is called No
Chapter Left Behind.

Visit Conect Dine here.

Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Persons Emergency Alert System

Resources
On May 6, 2025, the Commission’s Consumer and
Governmental Affairs Bureau and the Public Safety and
Homeland Security Bureau co-hosted a webinar on the Missing
Endangered Persons (MEP) emergency alert code. This
informational opportunity described the MEP Emergency Alert
System (EAS) event code. The MEP code could enable a more
rapid and coordinated response to missing and endangered
person incidents by allowing alert originators to use the EAS to
issue a wider range of alerts, to get the word out about missing
persons.  
 
The webinar recording and related handouts as listed below are
available on the FCC MEP Webpage. Here are the direct links: 
Webinar Recording [YouTube] 

https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/055d1b17-a5aa-4cd7-ae8a-0d5665025385.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/people/Connect-Din%C3%A9/61570948790969/
https://www.fcc.gov/consumer-governmental-affairs/missing-and-endangered-persons-emergency-alert-system-code
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtu.be_78-5FS9Dy6ZNk-3Fsi-3DeywzjPzXLDXcQyTi&d=DwMFAg&c=y0h0omCe0jAUGr4gAQ02Fw&r=cFKgw2g1O3Sq--XmRglLP2lX-c08ererJHO9QImFm_E&m=nHuuoCu0kFYzhcwRdi8m4WmY5IXxbOfoASzGOzuQ0Y1WMQY0M-4Je9BIGkY-oJ2v&s=mCWrHNmqS9ugQoawrcAQixavb3uP1Lxs5A9vcRHYgdM&e=


Presentation Slides [PDF] 
Briefing Sheet: Missing and Endangered Persons - MEP [PDF] 
Briefing Sheet: Emergency Alert System - EAS [PDF] 

 
Questions about the webinar or to schedule a meeting to discuss how to collaborate with the FCC
on providing information to your community can be emailed to Native@fcc.gov or IGA@fcc.gov.

IAIA Launches Groundbreaking Computer
Science Program Bridging Indigenous

Knowledge and Digital Innovation
The Computer Science program encompasses Certificate, Associate of

Science, and Bachelor of Science degrees. The new department has been designed to use
computational tools as a form of empowerment through means of expanding creative expression,
fostering innovative applications in digital art, interactive media, and the studio arts including
printmaking, sculpture, and more. By blending technical knowledge with artistic exploration,
students develop creative works across multiple disciplines, unlocking the potential of digital tools,
crafting new methods of artistic production with code, and pushing the boundaries of what is
possible in art. This approach honors Indigenous storytelling and contemporary cultural expression,
ensuring that technology serves as a means of creative and cultural enrichment.

Download and view the 2025–2026 IAIA College Catalog to learn more about the Computer
Science program.

Upcoming Meetings and Sessions
New Mexico Tribal Working Group (TWG) Meeting

June 11th, 12:00pm-1:15pm MDT
Join the monthly TWG meeting to stay updated on broadband initiatives benefiting New
Mexico's tribes. Everyone is welcome! Meetings are the second Wednesday of the month.

Agenda
Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker: Round Table, all guests are welcome to participate in conversation
Announcements

Microsoft Teams Link
Join the meeting
Meeting ID: 222 700 323 665
Passcode: fF2Cj2PU
Dial in by phone
+1 505-312-4308,,621706719# United States, Albuquerque
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 621 706 719#

Mission: Support tribes in developing broadband infrastructure to enhance access to
healthcare, education, and economic opportunities. The group focuses on funding access,
technical support, and workforce development while protecting tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member: Interested in joining? Email connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us with a
brief statement of interest and contact details.

Capital Connect Hub:
Join the Sessions

Do you want practical examples and tips
for working through your capital improvement project? Would you like to share in a
community of practice useful for many kinds of projects? Join colleagues at the monthly
online convenings of the Capital Connect Hub!

New Mexico's Capital Connect Hub is a community of practice around infrastructure
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projects, organized by the Department of Finance and Administration's new Infrastructure
Planning and Development Division, established by the 2024 Legislative Session. Sessions
are live online the fourth Monday of each month at 2:30pm.

June 23rd: Grants Lifecycle and Management – Tracking and managing grant-funded
projects.
July 28th: You Got Capital Outlay, Now What? – Effectively implementing capital
funding. (July 28)

Click here for the flyer, and here to register to participate in New Mexico's Capital
Connect Hub.

Tribal Broadband
Leaders Network (TBLN)

Meetings
The TBLN brings together tribal leaders
and broadband providers to share
priorities, discuss policies, and identify
strategies for collaboration. Meetings are
the second Thursday of the month,

scheduled for 1:00pm MT, register here.

June 12, 2025
July 10, 2025

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN, or are
an existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, or if there are topics
you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov.

Upcoming Events and Training

​SFCC Fiber Optic Technician
Training and Certification Program

This five-day, hands-on intensive program gives students the opportunity to earn three certifications
from the Fiber Optic Association that are recognized throughout the world and aligned to industry
standards. These credentials will remain valid for three years, after which they can be renewed by
the student. Students can earn the following certifications: Certified Fiber Optic Technician, Certified
Fiber Optic Specialist in Splicing, and Certified Fiber Optic Specialists in Testing and Maintenance. 
Learn More.

August 25-29, 2025
Monday - Friday
​Certified ​Fiber Optic Technician 
​​Training Intensive in Santa Fe, New Mexico

https://files.constantcontact.com/a25ccdc8901/587f9b0e-5f07-4c19-92ed-39bcd3849eae.pdf
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​Apply for Fiber Tech Here.

November 17-21, 2025
Monday - Friday
​Certified ​Fiber Optic Technician 
​​Training Intensive in Santa Fe New Mexico
​Apply for Fiber Tech Here.

Funding Opportunities
� Student Connect Grant
Project Completion Deadline: June 30, 2026
Addresses the homework gap by funding fixed wireless broadband for students in rural
areas. Grants cover tower construction, wireless service, and home receivers. Schools and
ISP-school partnerships can apply. $25M available; projects must be completed by June 30,
2025.
� Apply Here

 � Grant Writing, Engineering, and Planning (GWEP) Grant
Funds Expire: June 30, 2026
Financial assistance grants to aid Tribal governments and local governmental units in
procuring grant writing, engineering, and/or planning assistance to help identify community
broadband needs and to support applying for other funding sources for broadband-related
projects. 
� Apply Here

Job Opportunities!
Community Broadband Project Manager - San Ildefonso Services, Santa Fe, NM
Seeking a motivated and experienced Community Broadband Project Manager to join the
team to develop and implement internet access for all community focused business unit. The
ideal candidate will possess strong project management skills and a background in IT
management. This role requires effective communication, coordination, and leadership
abilities to ensure successful project execution and community engagement. Learn More

Send your job postings to nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com and we will share them here.

Resources
� Computer Donation and Distribution Network
A Computer Donation and Distribution Network to connect community members with
computer support resources, organizations, and distribution events
� More Information Here

� Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in Indian Country
The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services reviews and processes
applications for approval of rights-of-way and business leases for broadband development
projects on individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.
� More Information Here

� Connect New Mexico Tribal Broadband Resource Library
The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center, offering funding statistics,
workforce development tools, and connectivity grant opportunities.
� More Information Here

� Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions Resources
�Calix Workforce Training Resources
�Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers
�The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs
�New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses
�NextTech Diversity Program

https://sfcc.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassInfo.ClassInformation&int_class_id=5704&int_category_id=11&int_sub_category_id=54&int_catalog_id=0
https://sfcc.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassInfo.ClassInformation&int_class_id=5704&int_category_id=11&int_sub_category_id=54&int_catalog_id=0
https://connect.nm.gov/student-connect.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://connect.nm.gov/gwep.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/3ed58291-8f52-4e65-8a4a-d2789dd60973.docx?_gl=1*1tu9o1d*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NDIxNTMyNjQuQ2owS0NRanc3ZG0tQmhDb0FSSXNBTEZrNHY5TFFUenY0bjZ6MmFzTzNnYXJqbXhBRVRwc21RMF9MWUFWWGZyZHFmOFktWlphZXdiTmt4TWFBaFpmRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3NDIxNTMyNjQuQ2owS0NRanc3ZG0tQmhDb0FSSXNBTEZrNHY5TFFUenY0bjZ6MmFzTzNnYXJqbXhBRVRwc21RMF9MWUFWWGZyZHFmOFktWlphZXdiTmt4TWFBaFpmRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*OTY5MDYyOTEuMTc0MjEzNTkxMQ..*_ga*Njk0Zjg0YWQtNDYwMS00NzVjLWE0ZTgtODVjNDg3N2M2OGYz*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTc0Mzc5MjIzNy4xMi4xLjE3NDM3OTI1NzEuMjAuMC4w
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� National Tribal Telecommunications Association (NTTA)
The purpose of NTTA is to provide a forum for tribally owned companies and those who
work in the telecommunications industry, to share knowledge and opportunities, discuss
effects of regulation and address issues affecting tribal telcos and customers on tribal lands.
� Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on Rural Tribal
Lands
� Visit the website.

�National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
Tribal Nations ​Broadband Resources
� Tribal Nations Resource Page
� Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resource Page
� Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
� Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund
� Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit

�National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
Digital Equity Assistance Materials
� Permitting Resources
� Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program
� NTIA Middle Mile Tracking Dashboard
� Digital Equity in Tribal Communities
� Digital Equity Act Programs

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

​Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and
regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband
initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.
They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Jason Clark)
Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair TBD)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair Ovidiu Viorica)

If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!

New Mexico Tribal Broadband
Previous New Mexico Tribal Broadband newsletters are available here.
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