New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
News & Updates

Photo by Theophilos Papadopoulos

May 28, 2024
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com



https://www.flickr.com/photos/theo_reth/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/theo_reth/
mailto:nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/03a9d536-fd62-4d40-81a0-863e7f3f14db.pdf
https://alliancefornavajobroadband.org/

NTIA TRIBAL
DIGITAL EQUITY

CAPACITY GRANT CONNECT

a competitive process to make federal Digital Equity Capacity Grant
Program funds available to Native Entities to carry out digital equity
and inclusion activities consistent with the Digital Equity Act.

cramopens: S€Pptember 25, 2024

The NTIA application window for Mative Entities (Indian Tribes,
Alaska Mative Entities, and Native Hawaiian Organizations)
will open September 25, 2024 and close on February 7, 2025,

Grant Range: $ 500 k-2mi|linl‘l

If the amount of the requested funding is less than $500,000 or
more than $2,000,0000, the Native Entity applying must provide
a reasonable explanation for the variance in the project size.

webina:  June 7 at 1:30PM MT

The Mew Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
will host a webinar to share further details on this NTIA Tribal Digital

Equity Grant opportunity with local Tribal Mations. Register anline at:
https-ius02web. zoom us/mesting/registertZ EpcuunrDBES3¥n SxPudfWanlsCamNCC5T

teamMore: Open Office Hours

The Mew Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
OBAE Contact: will host a series of "Open Office Hours™ to support Llocal Tribal
Valerie Victory' Quintana Nations in preparing to submit NTIA Digital Equity grant

T“' Coordinater & Liaisen applications. Open Office Hours: June 21 & July 19, 2:00-3:00PM MT,
505-699-6050 -

valerie.quintana@ connect.nm.gov

Ioin wia Zoom link at; Meeting I0; 845 4402 1293 Passcode: 4374512
https, sl dweb soam, ws/B45 8400 1 293 pwd=Z ] ghK 3 ZUBT Zw R Owv bR HLIL B 45Wx Cd 209

NTIA State Digital Equity Capacity Grant
Program

The purpose of the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program is to create
the conditions where individuals and communities have the information
technology capacity that is needed for full participation in the society and



economy of the United States.

The application window for Indian Tribes, Alaska Native entities, and Native Hawaiian
organizations (“Native Entities”) will open September 25, 2024, and close on February 7,
2025. Read the NOFO here.

OBAE Webinar June 7 at 1:30pm, MT

The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) will host a webinar to
share further details on this NTIA Tribal Digital Equity Grant opportunity with local Tribal
Nations. Register online here.

OBAE Office Hours June 21 & July 19, 2:00-3:00PM MT

The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) will host a series of
“Open Office Hours” to support local Tribal Nations in preparing to submit NTIA Digital Equity
grant applications. Join via Zoom link at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84544021293?pwd=Z2pVK3ZubTZwROwvbVRHUk84bWxDdz09
Meeting ID: 845 4402 1293 Passcode: 497452

BEAD Challenge Process Office Hours

As required by statute, the initial eligibility determinations for funding eligibility under the
Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program are based on the Federal
Communication Commission’s (FCC) National Broadband Map. The BEAD State Challenge
Process is designed to provide stakeholders in New Mexico with an opportunity to challenge
the eligibility of locations. Based on the process approved by the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA), challengers can dispute the data from the National
Broadband Map using local data.

Questions related to policy or procedural items should be directed to
Broadband@connect.nm.gov. Questions related to technical assistance issues should be
directed to helpdesk@ready.net.

The New Mexico Office on Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) invites you to Challenge
Process Office Hours for the BEAD Challenge Process. Click on the links below for helpful
information.

New Mexico CPC Challenge Video
OBAE BEAD Challenge Resource Guide
Challenge Map

BEAD Rebuttal Phase Office Hours: Information can be found at:
https://connect.nm.gov/bead.html
e Wed 5/29/2024 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Tue 6/4/2024 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Thu 6/13/2024 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM
Tue 6/18/2024 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Mon 6/24/2024 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Wed 6/26 end of day - Rebuttal Phase Ends

NM Tribal Working Group (TWG) Meeting
June 5, 2024, 12:00pm, MDT

TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico tribes are actively part of the historic broadband
initiatives that will enhance tribal communities' access to education, healthcare and economic
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development. You are invited to join the meetings!

Agenda:
e Updates from OBAE and
e Updates from Connect NM
e Guest Speakers: Hannah Bowser, CommSoft Product Manager / Customer Success
Champion and Missy Frenyea, Business Operations Consultant
e Announcements

Speaker Topic:

Billing & Operations Support Systems: How Can They Help You Succeed?

Billing & Operations Support Systems (B/OSS) can be a valuable tool for Service Providers.
These solutions can help you run your business efficiently and provide excellent customer
service. Join us for this discussion to talk about the wonderful world of B/OSS. We'll cover the
basics about what these systems can do for you and the benefits of using a B/OSS system.
Along the way, our industry experts will share some tips and best practices to help ensure the
solutions you choose meet your needs and help you succeed.

NM Tribal Broadband Working Group Meeting - June 5
e Zoom Link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/862560476267
pwd=MXdrVDJrdXFgVkNjVVVPc2U2aU1RQT09

TWG Future Meetings:
e No June 19 meeting - holiday
No July 3 meeting - holiday
New date, time and zoom link starting in July
Meetings will be 1 time per month on the 2nd Wed of month
July 10th from 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT.
New Zoom Link:
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?
pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRIJECFNIZz09
o Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
e Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

TWG Mission

To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to funding,
technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and sustainability in
ways that protect tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member!

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an email
to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief statement
of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let us know
how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council appreciates
your interest!

NSF and BIA Virtual Presentation
NSF Engines Funding Opportunity
June 3 at 2pm ET

The National Science Foundation's Regional Innovation Engines
Program (NSF Engines) has a new funding opportunity, 24-565.
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Each NSF Engine award will provide a team up to $160 million over 10 years to

support growing and sustaining a place-based regional innovation ecosystem built on a future-
oriented R&D technology topic, translation of innovations to practice, and inclusive workforce
development. The project must be led by a full-time CEO and a coalition of partners and
stakeholders.

Priority in the NSF Engines program will be given to projects located in regions of the United
States that have not yet fully participated in the technology boom of the past several decades.
Local/state governments and Tribal Nations are eligible to apply as lead organizations, along
with non-profit organizations, higher education institutions, and for-profit organizations. Tribal
Nations organizations can lead or participate as a partner.

The solicitation webinar and slide deck are also available online for additional information about
the program. LOI deadline June 18, 2024.

Register here.
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The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services reviews
and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way and business
%*?CH 4 \q,oF’ leases for broadband development projects on individually owned Indian
: trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-of-
way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other Department
of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’ authorizations for
broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for broadband
development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—ensuring that the
required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes and/or individual
landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA approval, and DRES can help
to identify those cases.

Read more here.

TRIBAL BROADBAND Tribal Broadband Leaders Network

INTERNET LEADERS NETWORK News and Meeti ngs
News Update

FOR ALL

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN) is for Tribal
leaders across the country to share priorities and best
practices, discuss emerging telecommunications policy issues, and identify engagement
strategies with state broadband leaders. Tribal leaders and Tribal broadband providers are
welcome to join.

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,

please email tbin@ntia.gov.
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Next Meetings:
e June 13: Topic TBD (Reqister here)
e July 11: Topic TBD (Reqister here)
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Gathering of key regional participants in all aspects of broadband
to share information and gather feedback on the current state of
planning in and around the great Four Corners area.

¢ Understand the level of effort AGENDA

and progress for Broadband in 7:30 am  Coffee & Sweets
our area. 8:00 am  Launch & Motivation

9:00 am  Legislative Panel
e Moeet those who are 10:00 am Higher Education Panel
participating in cooperation 11:00 am Updates from Tribal Broadband

and collaboration. Noon Lunch (Provided)

1:00 pm  Communities and Counties Panel
1:45 pm  Farmington Electric Utility Service
Project Updates
« Providei o h 2:00 pm  Federal Lands Panel
IEVIOS Inpuk Lo tHesimion L 3:00 pm  NTIA and OBAE BEAD Updates
SUCC?S_SfUI outcomes for your 4:00 pm  Digital Equity Planning Updates
specific area. 5:00 pm  Wrap-up: Feedback Survey

* Learn what opportunities for
funding are available.

Henderson Fine Arts Center - San Juan College - 4601 College Blvd. Farmington NM

REGISTER HERE https://alliancefornavajobroadband.regfox.com/broadband-future-a-collaborative-4-corners-pathway

-
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT tﬁ Navajo Broadband

Tower Blessing at the White
Rock Chapter House

On May 2nd, OBAE’s Tribal Coordinator, Valerie
‘Victory’ Quintana was pleased and honored to
attend the Tower Blessing at the White Rock
Chapter House in Navajo Nation.
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It was a great showing with almost 30 community
members in attendance, including
representatives from the Chapter's Council,
Administration, and the Tse'ligai Veterans
Organization; the District Representative, a
Community Health Representatives (CHR), the
Navajo Nation Telecom Regulation Commission
(NNRC) and the Navajo Nation Broadband Office
(NNBO).

The 180ft tower, the land around it and the
people of the White Rock Chapter were blessed
by Medicine Man Arthur Sandoval, adjacent to
the White Rock Chapter House. Its signal covers
a 10-mile radius. CellularOne hosted the event
and provided a celebratory lunch after the
ceremony.

RESOURCES

National Tribal Telecommunications Association (NTTA)

o White Paper:_Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on Rural
Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)

Tribal Nations Broadband Resources
e | ocal Coordination Summary Report - March 2024

Tribal Nations Resource Page

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program

Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit

Tribal Consultations

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards

Webinar Recordings

State Engagement

Mapping Resources

Additional Resources

Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials
State Digital Equity Planning Grant

Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
The Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
Digital Equity in Tribal Communities

FCC Report - Spectrum Access and Data in Tribal Communities
Grant List

Hi-Speed Internet Page
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Asset Mapping Guide

NTIA’s Digital Equity Act Program technical assistance materials
What is Permitting?

Environmental & Historic Preservation Checklist for BEAD
Environmental & Historic Preservation Factsheet

Digital Equity Plan Template

Connect New Mexico

New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE)

Connect New Mexico Broadband Grant Program Map

NM Broadband Speed & Quality Testing

Connect New Mexico Working Groups

Tribal Broadband Resource Library

Five-Year Action Plan Broadband Equity. Access. and Deployment(BEAD) Program

Internet for All Funding Programs

Connect New Mexico
= Tribal Broadband
&) Resource Library

CONNECT The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
new mexico between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
Office of Broadband Access & Expansion New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates New Mexico's dedication to
enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development, adoption programs, and
effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations while
respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development

resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

©)
Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
CONNECT resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and
z regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband
De,wnmeﬁlpco initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
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Connect New Mexico Grant Program

Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)

Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and
Council Representative Katherine Crociata)

Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group

(Chair Kimball Sekaquaptewa and Lead Vanessa Willock)

If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!

New Mexico Tribal Broadband

Previous New Mexico Tribal Broadband Newsletters are available here.
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