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Mark Your Calendars

New Mexico Tribal Working Group (TWG) Meeting
March 12th, 12:00pm-1:15pm MDT

Join the monthly TWG meeting to stay updated on broadband initiatives benefiting New
Mexico's tribes. This meeting will feature updates from OBAE, Connect NM, UNM, Frank
Martinez from Connected Nation (Guest Speaker), and announcements.

New Link! Microsoft Teams

Join the meeting

Meeting ID: 222 700 323 665

Passcode: fF2Cj2PU

Dial in by phone

+1 505-312-4308,,621706719# United States, Albuquerque
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 621 706 719%#

Mission: Support tribes in developing broadband infrastructure to enhance access to
healthcare, education, and economic opportunities. The group focuses on funding access,
technical support, and workforce development while protecting tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member: Interested in joining? Email connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us with a
brief statement of interest and contact details.

Tribal Broadband Boot Camp
Jemez Pueblo
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' w April 7-10, 2025
EMEZ PUEBLO The Tribal Broadband Bootcamp (TBB) is a 3-day

;I;.?_IIDBBIEAAIEHNEAEDE%%@J(E'S'EZCP%E;LNG intensive learning experience focused on building
and running Tribal Internet networks. You'll interact
with network operators, industry professionals, and

broadband experts who walk through what it takes to build a network and run an Internet

Service Provider. Whether you have three decades or three days of experience — it doesn’t

matter. The TBBs explain what the puzzle pieces are and how they fit together. Read more

about the program here.

If you are interested in attending one of the upcoming Tribal Broadband Bootcamps, please
fill out the inquiry here. Full travel and lodging support is available. All meals during the
bootcamp are covered.

Reach out to us at info@tribalbroadbandbootcamp.org if you have any questions about

the bootcamp or travel support. Cost should not be the reason anyone decides not to
participate.

State Broadband Office's
3rd Annual Broadband Day
a Success!

The 3rd annual celebration included state
lawmakers, education and Tribal leaders,

representatives from industry, business,
advocacy groups and non-profits.

OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace
welcomed all to Broadband Day at the Roundhouse, (photo above).

Broadband supporters and others traveled from across the state and from many Tribal
communities to share in the celebration and to promote meaningful connectivity throughout
all of New Mexico.

Click here for more information and photos from the event.

State Broadband Office Helps
CONNECT Resolve Frequent Broadband

(&J) Blackouts in Gallup and
new mexico McKinley County

Office of Broadband Access & Expansion

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion
(OBAE) announced it is playing a key role to finally solve a decade-long broadband outage
issue in Gallup and McKinley County.

OBAE and Ethos Broadband, a rural telecommunications company based in Yatahey, N.M.,
have signed an agreement aimed at establishing resiliency in Gallup and McKinley County.
OBAE will be paying $500,000 through the Statewide Education Network (SEN) in equipment
to ensure Ethos Broadband’s construction of redundant connectivity and, in turn, stop
broadband blackouts. The SEN resiliency project is expected to be completed in the next 5-6
months.

State Teamwork at
Workshop Could Lead
to Millions in Federal
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Expansion (OBAE), the Indian Affairs
Department, the Department of Finance
and Administration and the University of
New Mexico worked with Pueblo
representatives at a hands-on grant
writing workshop in Albuquerque where
the representatives focused on the
intricacies of funding, the application process and building budgets that accurately
expressed their digital equity plans.

Four New Mexico Pueblos have applied for millions in broadband grants after receiving
technical and other support from the workshop. The four Pueblo communities that submitted
grant applications to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
(NTIA) State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program for Native Entities are:

Jemez Pueblo in Sandoval County.

Laguna Pueblo in Bernalillo, Cibola, Sandoval and Valencia counties.
San lldefonso Pueblo in Santa Fe County

Zia Pueblo in Sandoval County.

Each Pueblo could receive up to $2 million through this federal grant. Millions of federal
dollars are available in grants for Tribes to seek funding for digital devices, build culturally
appropriate digital literacy programs, and provide low-cost to free high-speed internet access
for their communities and more.

P Rural Students in Four Counties
to Get High-Speed Internet

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
has announced it has awarded $5,531,865 in Student
Connect grants to two internet providers and a non-profit
to help rural students and school staff gain access to
high-speed internet.

The three awards come as part of OBAE’s $25 million
Student Connect program, and these latest projects could provide broadband service to
more than 1,200 rural students in four counties.

e Mycelia Foundation, based in Las Cruces, received $2,498,496 and will work with
Deming Public Schools to connect as many 650 student households in Luna County.

e Resound Networks, based in Pampa, TX, was awarded $1,772,869 and will work with
Socorro Consolidated Schools to connect as many as 416 student households in
Socorro County.

e Commnet Wireless LLC, based in Castle Rock, CO, received $1,260,500 and will
work with the Espafiola Public School District to connect as many as 173 student
households in Rio Arriba and Santa Fe Counties.

OBAE has issued 10 Student Connect awards, totaling $19,453,938. There is still more than
$5 million available in the program. Click here for more information.

Funding Opportunities

[ Connectivity to Declared Disaster Areas Grants

Deadline: Friday, March 21, 2025

Supports unserved and underserved communities impacted by disasters like wildfires and
floods. $1.25M (ARPA 2021) for terrestrial-based broadband networks. Tribal governments,
local/state agencies, municipalities, counties, nonprofits, for-profits, cooperatives, and
utilities are eligible. Match: 25% (waivers available), Minimum Request: $250,000,
Completion Deadline: Dec. 31, 2026.

OMore Info

[ PINON Grant (Digital Equity Funding)
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Deadline: March 21, 2025

Awards $25K-$500K to support digital inclusion initiatives like digital skills training, device
distribution, and technical support. $7.3M available to municipalities, Tribal governments,
nonprofits, and educational institutions.

[0 More Info

[1 BEAD Application Deadline

Deadline Extended: March 24, 2025

New Mexico’s $675M broadband grant program for infrastructure expansion. Eligible
applicants include ISPs, Tribal entities, nonprofits, and cooperatives. OBAE has finalized
Project Area Units (PAUs) where applicants can bid for funding.

O More Info

[1 Community Connect Grant Program

Deadline: April 21, 2025

Funds broadband projects in rural, economically challenged areas lacking 10 Mbps down / 1
Mbps up speeds. Projects must deliver at least 100 Mbps down / 20 Mbps up and prioritize
communities with the greatest need.

0 More Info

[1 Student Connect Grant

Deadline: June 30, 2025

Addresses the homework gap by funding fixed wireless broadband for students in rural
areas. Grants cover tower construction, wireless service, and home receivers. Schools and
ISP-school partnerships can apply. $25M available; projects must be completed by June 30,
2025.

O Apply Here

0 Grant Writing, Engineering, and Planning (GWEP) Grant

Funds Expire: June 30, 2025

Financial assistance grants to aid Tribal governments and local governmental units in
procuring grant writing, engineering, and/or planning assistance to help identify community
broadband needs and to support applying for other funding sources for broadband-related
projects.

O Apply Here

Upcoming Events

NTTA Tl Broachand S

March 31 - April 2, 2_025

Wild Horse Pass Resort & Casino
. _Gila River Indian Community - Chandler, AZ

2025 National NTTA Tribal Broadband Summit
March 31 - April 2, 2025
Wild Horse Pass Resort, Chandler, AZ

This national event brings together Tribal leaders, grant applicants and awardees, and
industry experts to explore critical topics like:
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Federal Broadband Funding Opportunities

Building and Managing Tribal Broadband Networks
Broadband Equipment and Services

Promoting Digital Equity and Inclusion

Don't miss this chance to gain insights, network with peers, and drive meaningful progress
for Tribal broadband infrastructure. Early registration recommended — the summit is
expected to sell out!

Click here for details and registration.

©), FC25

FiberConnect

2025 Tribal Broadband Leaders Network Summit
Fiber Connect 2025
June 1-4, 2025, Nashville, TN

Get ready to experience the most dynamic and engaging edition of Fiber Connect yet. With
new events, programs, and features, Fiber Connect 2025 is designed to inspire, educate,
and connect every aspect of the broadband ecosystem.

This year’s theme, “Light It Up,” celebrates the transformative power of fiber broadband,
opening doors to innovation, economic growth, and better lives for communities worldwide.
Join over 5,000 broadband leaders as we usher in the next wave of opportunity and
connectivity.

Expanded Educational Programs
Exclusive Networking Opportunities
Enriching Panel Sessions and Keynotes
Enhanced Media and Press Opportunities
A Showcase of Innovation: The Exhibit Hall

Click here for details and registration.

Upcoming Meetings

Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN) Meetings
The TBLN brings together tribal leaders and broadband = v N Y p—
providers to share priorities, discuss policies, and identify FORAE T News Update
strategies for collaboration. Meetings are scheduled for 1:00pm
MT:

e Mar 13, 2025

e Apr10, 2025

For updates, or to add new staff, email tbin@ntia.gov.

FCC Open Commission Meeting

Commission Meeting Room, FCC Headquarters
45 L Street NE, Washington, DC 20554
March 27, 2025, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm EDT.
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Read More here. Click here to view the recorded meeting for February 27, 2025.

Job Opportunities

Community Broadband Project Manager - San lldefonso Services, Santa Fe, NM 87506
Seeking a motivated and experienced Community Broadband Project Manager to join the
team to develop and implement internet access for all community focused business unit. The
ideal candidate will possess strong project management skills and a background in IT
management. This role requires effective communication, coordination, and leadership
abilities to ensure successful project execution and community engagement. Learn More

Send your job postings to nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com and we will share them here.

Resources

[J Computer Donation and Distribution Network

A Computer Donation and Distribution Network to connect community members with
computer support resources, organizations, and distribution events

0 More Information Here

[0 Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services reviews and processes
applications for approval of rights-of-way and business leases for broadband development
projects on individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

00 More Information Here

L) Connect New Mexico Tribal Broadband Resource Library

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center, offering funding statistics,
workforce development tools, and connectivity grant opportunities.

O More Information Here

[ Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions Resources

OCalix Workforce Training Resources

OProfessional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers

OThe New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs
[ONew Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses

ONextTech Diversity Program

[1 National Tribal Telecommunications Association (NTTA)

The purpose of NTTA is to provide a forum for tribally owned companies and those who
work in the telecommunications industry, to share knowledge and opportunities, discuss
effects of regulation and address issues affecting tribal telcos and customers on tribal lands.
O Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on Rural Tribal
Lands

O Visit the website.

TNational Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)

Tribal Nations Broadband Resources

U Tribal Nations Resource Page

0 Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resource Page

O Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024

O Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund

0 Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit

[INational Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
Digital Equity Assistance Materials

[0 Permitting Resources

0O Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program
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[J NTIA Middle Mile Tracking Dashboard
0 _Digital Equity in Tribal Communities
O Digital Equity Act Programs

Connect New Mexico

Connecting Our Communities &
Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused —
resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and CDNNECT
regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband :
initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for new mexico

Office of Broadband Access & Expansion

all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups

e Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Jason Clark)

e Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair TBD)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair Ovidiu Viorica)

If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!

New Mexico Tribal Broadband

Previous New Mexico Tribal Broadband newsletters are available here.
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