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Announcements

 
Celebrating the Life of Richard Jaramillo

(Pueblo of Isleta)
We extend our deepest condolences to the Pueblo of Isleta and the family
of Richard Jaramillo. Richard was a valued partner in our broadband
initiatives and played a vital role in ensuring top-quality projects for Isleta
Pueblo. His presence lit up every room, his kindness forged lasting
friendships, and his dedication earned him deep respect. Richard’s impact
will not be forgotten.

Connectivity to Declared Disaster
Areas Grants

Webinar Today!
The infrastructure grants are for broadband deployment to
unserved and underserved communities in New Mexico

impacted by environmental disasters, including wildfires and floods.

The Connectivity to Declared Disaster Areas grant funding is $1.25 million from the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. OBAE will issue these disaster relief grants to
foster the deployment of terrestrial-based broadband networks across unserved and
underserved locations in those New Mexican communities affected by disasters.

Entities eligible for these disaster dollars include tribal governments, local government units
such as municipalities, counties and other political subdivisions, local and state agencies, for-
profit and non-profit entities, cooperatives or mutual organizations, and utilities.

The broadband infrastructure grants would go to last-mile networks that provide connectivity
to unserved and underserved households and businesses.

Entities that apply will be required to provide a 25% match (there may be waivers to
allow a lower match depending on circumstances).
Grant requests must be at least  $250,000.
Projects must be completed and commercially ready to offer services by December
31, 2026.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/theo_reth/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/theo_reth/
mailto:nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=10b7fe92-6c7c-472a-9557-0f45a9c8b243


If you have any questions, please email Mark Jacobs at:
Mark.jacobs@connect.nm.gov.
Grant application deadline is Friday, March 21 .

Join the Zoom Webinar on Tuesday, February 4, at 1pm-2:30pm MT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89861161631
Meeting ID: 898 6116 1631

Click on the links below for more information:
Grant Information Webpage
NOFO
Scoring Guide ​
Application

The Promoting Internet Needs of
New Mexicans (PINON) Grant
Webinar February 5th, 11am

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
will hold office hours for the Promoting Internet Needs of

New Mexicans (PINON) Grant--an initiative designed to help bring more digital equity to
residents and communities across the state.

Awarded funds will range from $25,000 to $500,000 to support subgrantees in enhancing
their digital equity programs. OBAE plans to award more than $7.3 million through the PINON
Grant.

Entities eligible to apply include:
   Municipal, county, and regional governments
   Tribal governments and Tribal-led entities
   Community-based organizations, non-profits, and foundations
   Higher education institutions
   State agencies and institutions

​OBAE will award the funds to New Mexico entities to implement digital inclusion activities.
Eligible activities under this grant may include digital skills activities, digital navigator
activities, device distribution activities, technical support, and capacity-building.

Office Hours:
February 11, 10am-11:00am (Register here)
February 18, 10am-11:00am (Register here)

Webinars:
February 5 - PINON Grant Orientation Webinar 11am (Register here) (This webinar
was rescheduled from a previous date. If you already registered, the link you received
is good. Another confirmation email will be sent out Wednesday before the webinar.)

Additional office hours may be scheduled as needed.

Application Deadline is Friday, March 21, 2025, by 12 noon.

Visit the PINON Grant web page to ongoing updates, links, and application portal access.

For additional questions, contact broadband@connect.nm.gov

Pueblo of Jemez Awarded $5.7 Million
in Federal Digital Equity Grant

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration
(NTIA) announced that New Mexico’s Pueblo of Jemez has been
awarded $5.7 million as part of the federal government’s $1.25
billion Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program. The funding from
the program is designed to promote digital equity to support
inclusion projects and digital skills.

The Pueblo of Jemez in Sandoval County will use the funds in a number of ways:
Provide free broadband access for Jemez’s rural community to connect to its high-
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speed fiber network.
Provide free digital devices including laptops and tablets accompanied by Digital
Navigators and Interns for technical support for set-up and troubleshooting.
Implement comprehensive and tailored digital literacy and skills training.
Conduct cybersecurity workshops and training about online threats such as phishing,
identity theft and malware.
Update and enhance existing public access computing centers.

Pueblo of Jemez was awarded $2.4 million from NTIA for broadband technical support,
training, and awareness initiatives to boost participation in its tribal broadband program.

Congratulations to the Pueblos of Cochiti and Taos!
Last month the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
announced their first wave of funding awards for Round 2 of the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP).

​Congratulations to New Mexico Pueblos!
Pueblo de Cochiti: This infrastructure project will provide access to high-speed Internet
to approximately 320 households via fiber to the home (FTTH) technology on and/or
near the Pueblo de Cochiti.
Taos Pueblo: This infrastructure project will provide access to high-speed Internet to
approximately 370 households via a combination of fiber to the home (FTTH) and fixed
wireless technology on and near the Taos Pueblo.

Additional grants will be announced on a rolling basis.

Projects funded by the TBCP are complete or are now under construction in 27 Tribal
communities, and more than 4,600 households have received access to free or low-cost
high-speed Internet service.

Read the full story here. ​

Funding Opportunities

Community Connect Grant Program
February 20th - April 21st

The Community Connect Grant Program provides financial
assistance to eligible applicants that will provide service at or
above the Broadband Grant Speed (100 Mbps down and 20 Mbps
up) to all premises in rural, economically-challenged communities

where broadband service (10 Mbps down and 1 Mbps up) does not exist. The deployment of
broadband services on a “community-oriented connectivity” basis stimulates economic
development and provides enhanced educational and health care opportunities in rural areas.
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will give priority to rural areas that demonstrate the greatest
need for broadband services, based on the criteria contained in the regulation and Application
Guide.

https://www.ntia.gov/press-release/2025/biden-harris-administration-recommends-award-more-162-million-expand-internet-use-tribal-lands


For more information, click here.

BEAD Application Deadline is
March 3, 2025

The federal government approved the results of
OBAE's Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Challenge Process, enabling the Office to
publish the map of areas where prospective applicants

can bid for funding. The state will be awarding $675 million in grants through BEAD, the
state’s largest broadband funding program, to build and expand broadband infrastructure in
New Mexico.

​Approval of the Challenge Process has enabled OBAE to publish the final Project Area Units
(PAUs), which are the regions across the state for which entities will bid for BEAD funding.
The final version of the PAUs comes after OBAE made extensive changes following public
comments and suggestions. These changes resulted in a greater number of areas that better
reflect existing network infrastructure, helping applicants to design successful BEAD projects.

Prequalified internet service providers, Tribal entities, nonprofits, cooperatives and other
organizations will be applying for BEAD grants. For more information about BEAD, click
here.

Student Connect Grant
While rural schools have broadband, there is often no
high-speed connection for students and others once
they return home. Student Connect funds are targeting
that problem by establishing fixed wireless broadband.
The grants will be used to construct towers, build fixed
wireless service and provide receivers for the

designated student homes.

Schools and internet service providers that partner with schools can apply for assistance
grants as part of the $25 million pool. OBAE will approve applications that meet certain
criteria. The application process doesn’t have a deadline, but all projects must be
completed by June 30, 2025.

Schools and partnerships interested in applying for these grants please click  here.

State Broadband Office: GWEP
Award Recipients May Apply for

a Second Grant!
There’s good news for awardees that have received
state funding under the Grant Writing, Engineering and
Planning (GWEP) program--the Office of Broadband

Access and Expansion (OBAE) has announced any past recipients may apply for another
grant.

To submit for a grant, click here. For more information about GWEP, click here.

If you have any questions about GWEP awards, please contact Eric Rodgers, OBAE
Project Manager at Eric.rodgers@connect.nm.gov.

 

News
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New Mexico's Geospatial
Information Officer Receives NM

Women in Tech Award
Natalie Runyan, New Mexico’s Geospatial Information Officer,
has been named a 2025 New Mexico Women in Technology
Honoree by the New Mexico Technology Council. This
prestigious award recognizes dynamic women who exhibit
extraordinary ambition, passion and talent in their tech
careers.

Runyan, a true trailblazer, is the chief mapping and spatial
data administrator for the state’s broadband expansion

program. She provides vital data through various geospatial and integrated systems, including GPS
and GIS, to provide best ways to expand high-speed internet. Her high-tech skills and data analysis
are crucial in providing broadband to rural, tribal and other areas in the state.

Thanks to Runyan’s achievements in data production management, analysis projects and
geodatabase design, families and businesses are receiving high-speed internet, allowing them
access to telehealth, education, government services and other online opportunities to improve their
lives.

The 2025 New Mexico Women in Technology Awards ceremony will be held on March 13, at the
National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque. Click here for more information and to register.

OBAE at the Roundhouse Tuesday February 4th for the
Senate Finance Committee Hearing!

OBAE's Legislative Proposals Will Expand Broadband and Complete Broadband Projects. Acting
Director Drew Lovelace testified before lawmakers on two key initiatives.

1) OBAE is proposing a $70 million program called Accelerate Connect NM. It’s a satellite initiative
that would provide high-speed internet service for qualifying unserved or underserved households.
Nearly 100,000 New Mexicans would get satellite access to broadband--particularly in rural areas--
while waiting for more reliable broadband technologies, like fiber, to be deployed.

2) OBAE is also asking lawmakers for a multi-year expenditure extension for state funds to allow for
long-term broadband projects to be completed. At present, all state funds for broadband projects
must be spent by June 30, 2025. These are non-reverting funds. OBAE wants to extend the
deadline because projects can take a long time.

February 7th Native American Day
at the Legislature in Santa Fe

American Indian Day at the New Mexico State Capitol celebrates Native American culture and tribal
self-determination. The event includes a morning program at the capitol, a community lunch, and
Native American performances.

Come say hello to OBAE at their table!

9am - 11:00am
Learn about programs and receive freebies from the Santa Fe Indigenous Center

11:00am - 2:00pm
Santa Fe Indian School, 1501 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe, NM

https://nhccnm.org/event/nmtc-2025-new-mexico-women-in-tech-awards/


Activities include a community lunch and Native American performances.

March 4th Broadband Day
at the Roundhouse in Santa Fe 9:00am-2:00pm

​Browse information tables, listen to educational presentations, and enjoy opportunities to meet
broadband leaders and advocates from across the state to explore how broadband affects all
aspects of our life in New Mexico and to learn more about statewide efforts to "Connect New
Mexico," including the Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program and upcoming
PINON grant program to expand digital opportunities for all New Mexicans.

From 9am-2pm there will be tables in the East and West Wings. Come by and say hi to the Office
of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) and the Tribal Working Group (TWG)!

OBAE has submitted a number of proposals aimed at connecting New Mexicans and advancing its
mission in expanding and deploying high-speed internet across New Mexico. Read more here.

Click here to read more about Broadband Day.

Pueblo Governor List 2025
Congratulations to the returning and newly appointed Pueblo Governors!
We wish you a successful and prosperous 2025. We look forward to
supporting you and encourage you to reach out with any broadband-related
questions. Wishing you a year of progress and impactful leadership!

Download the 2025 list here.

 Final Guidance for BEAD Funding of
Alternative Broadband Technology

The NTIA released guidance to clarify how states can use broadband
funding to deploy technologies like Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite and
unlicensed fixed wireless. The final Alternative Broadband Technology
Policy Notice provides states and territories with additional guidance on
issuing subgrants to these “alternative technology” providers. This notice
gives states and territories additional flexibility and simplified processes
for determining where Alternative Technologies can be funded, all while

ensuring that states and territories may select the most robust technology for each BEAD funded
location, including those locations in the most remote and difficult to reach areas.

Through the release of this Public Notice, states are now further equipped to implement their award
processes and ensure that every person in America has access to affordable, reliable high-speed
Internet, regardless of where they live.

Visit the website here.

Read the National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program: Alternative Broadband
Technology Policy Notice here.

 
Upcoming Meetings

 
NM Tribal Working Group (TWG)

Meeting February 12th
TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico tribes are actively part of the historic broadband
initiatives that will enhance tribal communities' access to education, healthcare and economic

https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/25b5c332-3f5e-4b50-bf10-0fbd4a3132cd.docx
https://connect.nm.gov/broadband-day-2025.html
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https://www.ntia.gov/blog/2025/final-guidance-bead-funding-alternative-broadband-technology
https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ntia_bead_alternative_broadband_technology_policy_notice.pdf


development. TWG meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month, please join!

Meeting Agenda February 12th, 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT
Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker - TBA
Announcements

Zoom Link:
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
   Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
   Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Tribal Working Group (TWG) Mission
To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to
funding, technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and
sustainability in ways that protect tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an
email to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief
statement of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let
us know how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council
appreciates your interest!

 

Tribal Broadband Leaders
Network Meetings

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN)
is for Tribal leaders across the country to share
priorities and best practices, discuss emerging
telecommunications policy issues, and identify
engagement strategies with state broadband

leaders. Tribal leaders and Tribal broadband providers are welcome to join. 

​Meetings are 1:00pm, MT : Register here
Feb 13, 2025
Mar 13, 2025
Apr 10, 2025

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,
please email tbln@ntia.gov. 

 
Webinars and Events

 
NTIA's Regional Grantee
Workshop March 10-11

NTIA's Regional Grantee Workshop is being held
in Boulder, CO on March 10-11, 2025 at the
Embassy Suites by Hilton Boulder.

This two-day workshop is exclusively for grantees and is designed to provide guidance on
grants management while offering opportunities for networking.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
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Day 1, 8:30am-5:00pm:
The day will consist of closed general and breakout sessions on reporting requirements,
auditing, evaluation and measurement, communications strategies, and more.
Day 2, 8:30am-12:00pm:
The morning will include closed sessions on waste, fraud, and abuse and office hours with
NTIA staff.

For more information, click here.

2025 National NTTA
Tribal Broadband Summit
Wild Horse Pass Resort

March 31 - April 2
Join us for this important event, which will
offer comprehensive training sessions and
workshops tailored to meet the specific
needs of Tribal participants.

Key topics at the Summit will include:
Federal broadband network funding opportunities
Requirements for setting up front office/back office operations
Building a broadband network
Essential broadband equipment and services
Promoting digital equity and inclusion
And more

Don't miss out on this invaluable event! Early registration is highly recommended, as the
Summit is expected to sell out once again. Click here for more information and to register.

Save the Date
2025 TBLN Summit

June 1 - 4 in Nashville!
Fiber Connect is a leading event for the fiber optic
industry, bringing together over 5,000
professionals from across the broadband

ecosystem, including network operators, 5G carriers, infrastructure providers, and investors.
The event focuses on networking, education, and business development, offering
opportunities to connect with key stakeholders like government officials, enterprise leaders,
and technology providers. Attendees can participate in speaking engagements, lead
generation programs, and branding activities such as video packages and white paper
distributions. Fiber Connect also hosts various meetups, receptions, and sessions to help
professionals grow their networks and build partnerships.

The event includes keynote presentations, panels, and breakout sessions on topics such as
fiber deployment, digital equity, workforce development, and advancements in fiber
technology. Attendees can explore the latest tools and services at the exhibit hall, featuring
proof-of-concepts, hands-on demonstrations, and smart-home technology. Fiber Connect
2025 provides a practical platform for learning, discovering new solutions, and staying
updated on developments in the broadband industry.

For more information, click here.

 

Job Opportunities
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Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions
Job opportunities!

Community Broadband Project Manager - San Ildefonso Services, Santa Fe, NM 87506
Seeking a motivated and experienced Community Broadband Project Manager to join the team to
develop and implement internet access for all community focused business unit. The ideal
candidate will possess strong project management skills and a background in IT management. This
role requires effective communication, coordination, and leadership abilities to ensure successful
project execution and community engagement. Read the full job description here.

Share your job posting, please send them to nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Resources

Computer Donation and
​Distribution Network

Thousands of New Mexicans face barriers to opportunity
because they don’t have a computer.

New Mexico is building a Computer Donation and Distribution Network. Stakeholders are
collaborating to increase the number of New Mexicans with an effective computers by
increasing the supply of no cost and low-cost computers in our communities. The New
Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) is collaborating with Digitunity,
local refurbisher DiverseIT, and a wide range of agencies and community organizations to:

   Engage local business and government
   Expand individual and corporate computer donations
   Empower and promote local refurbishers and distribution organizations
   Establish effective pathways for community members and organizations to obtain
computers and related support

For more information and to donate computers, click here.

Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in
Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services
reviews and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way
and business leases for broadband development projects on
individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-
of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other
Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’
authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native

https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/3ed58291-8f52-4e65-8a4a-d2789dd60973.docx
mailto:nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com
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https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/tribal-broadband-connectivity-program


Tribes and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA
approval, and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Connect New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
​Resource Library

The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development,
adoption programs, and effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development
resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-
focused resource to gather and share benchmark data and support
local and regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement
broadband initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-
speed broadband for all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper
Read the OBAE Achievements of 2024
Read the New Mexico Three-Year Broadband Plan (2025 Update) January 1, 2025

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Kimball
Sekaquaptewa and Lead Jason Clark)
Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

​If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

https://www.bia.gov/service/broadband-access/apply-broadband-right-of-way
https://connect.nm.gov/tribal-broadband.html
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mailto:connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us


Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!

For more broadband information, please visit the Connect New Mexico's Broadband
Bulletin.

Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions
Resources

Calix Workforce Training Resources
CNMC DE Work Group Agenda
CNMC Digital Equity and Inclusion Working Group Resources
BROADBAND RESOURCES - Broadband Workforce Development    
Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers Program (PROTECT)
The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs
New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses
Pathways to Success: NTTA Broadband Reference Guide
NextTech Diversity Program (provides career training and placement for 5G network
technicians) ​

National Tribal Telecommunications Association (NTTA)
White Paper: Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on Rural
Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)
Tribal Nations ​Broadband Resources

Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund
Tribal Nations Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit
​Tribal Consultations
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards
Webinar Recordings
State Engagement
Mapping Resources
Additional Resources
Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials
Permitting Resources
NTIA’s Permitting and Environmental Mapping Tool
Local Permitting Importance, Challenges, and Strategies 
Broadband Data and Analytics
Funding Program Documentation and Reporting
Digital Equity Competitive Grant 
Public Notice of BEAD & DE Plans, Initial Proposals, and Challenge Process Portals
BEAD Initial Proposal Dashboard
BEAD Challenge Dashboard
M ​iddle Mile Tracking Dashboard
Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program
Demonstrating compliance with the Buy America requirement

https://connect.nm.gov/about-obae.html
https://cdn.forms-content.sg-form.com/a9345a8d-4026-11ed-b189-e276303ff136?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid
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