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November Native American Heritage Month
The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) celebrates the rich cultures,
histories, and invaluable contributions of New Mexico’s Nations, Pueblos, and Tribes. OBAE
and the State of New Mexico recognize the resilience and enduring influence of Native
communities. Together, we reaffirm our commitment to respectful partnerships and
meaningful collaboration with New Mexico's Nations, Pueblos, and Tribes.

OBAE BEAD Funding $675 Million
in Broadband Grants -

Prequalification Process
Extended to November 15th!

Local governments, Tribal communities, nonprofits,
internet service providers, cooperatives and other entities may now submit Prequalification
Applications for the state’s largest funding program to deploy broadband infrastructure. BEAD
applicants must submit a Prequalification Application in order to apply for BEAD
funding.

The state will be awarding $675 million in grants through the federal government’s Broadband
Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program.

Entities that want to build infrastructure for unserved communities may begin to submit



prequalification applications to OBAE. These applications will help the state determine
whether an entity has the technical capability and financial stability to deploy broadband and
meet federal and state requirements.

For more information about BEAD, state and federal requirements and the prequalification
process, CLICK HERE.

Once prequalification applications are evaluated and approved, entities will formally apply for
their suggested broadband projects based on broadband-dry areas. Both the state and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration must approve the final
applications.

BEAD Prequalification Materials
1. NM BEAD Prequalification - Submittable Applicant Guide
2. NM BEAD Prequalification - Other Public Funding Template
3. NM BEAD Prequalification - Legal Considerations Reference Document
4. NM BEAD Prequalification - Certification Template
5. ​NM BEAD Prequalification - Application - Version 1.1

If you have any questions, please contact OBAE at: Broadband@connect.nm.gov

OBAE BEAD Office Hours
Schedule ​d for Wednesdays

Starting November 6th
​OBAE will host Office Hours for the BEAD Program every
Wednesday from 9:00am-9:30am, MST. During Office

Hours, BEAD Coordinator Andrew Wilder will be available to answer questions and provide
technical assistance to prospective applicants and other interested stakeholders.

Use the links below to join Office Hours:

​Microsoft Teams - Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 273 747 002 344
Passcode: 6qtdrH

Dial in by phone
+1 505-312-4308,,434789324# United States, Albuquerque
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 434 789 324#

 
News

 
OBAE Participates in NM
Telehealth Alliance Conference
The New Mexico Telehealth Alliance is teaming up
with OBAE to address broadband needs related to
health. Last month the Alliance held a conference
called “Innovating Remote Access to Care" in
Albuquerque. The event addressed the challenges
and progress in telehealth across the state. More
than a hundred people from various agencies,
hospitals and organizations took part in the

conference. It included panels and workshops.

At the NM Telehealth Conference: Stephanie Poston, OBAE Tribal Consultant, NM Health Care Authority
Deputy Secretary Alex Castillo Smith and Jennifer Nevarez, OBAE Broadband and Digital Equity Support
Team
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NM Tribal Broadband Summit a Success!
More than 300 attendees connected at the 2024 New Mexico Broadband Summit that was held on
October 29th at the Isleta Resort & Casino in Albuquerque.

Updates were provided from NM Office of Broadband Access and Expansion, NM Economic
Development Department, US Department of Agriculture, City of ABQ, NM Legislators, National
Tribal Telecommunications Association, National Telecommunications and Information
Administration, NM Department of Workforce Solutions, and NM Environment Department.

The Summit featured special panels and presentations, focusing on such things as emergency
broadband operations, digital equity, public/private partnerships, rural and Tribal projects and
permitting. The conference also focused on future challenges and goals as the state continues its
work to award hundreds of millions of dollars to help build broadband infrastructure, addressing
state and federal funding, various grant programs and application processes.

The photo above is from the Panel for Rural and Tribal Broadband Projects – Construction Updates.
The Moderator was Mark Chambers, Regional Sales Manager at Calix. The panel members are
listed below:

Richard Jaramillo, Broadband Director, Isleta Pueblo
Kevin Winner, J-Net Manager, Jemez Pueblo
Spencer Laney, Director of Deployment, TWN Communications
Jim Weimer, Project Manager, JSI Construction
Mitch Hibbard, COO, Penasco Valley Telephone Cooperative Inc.

See more Summit photos below.



OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace was among the featured speakers at the 2024 New Mexico Broadband
Summit. He provided key broadband updates for attendees, touching on vital programs, timetables, financing and
other elements of awarding and deploying high-speed internet in New Mexico.

A number of staff members from the OBAE team participated in the Broadband Summit. Ty James, Federal Program
Officer from NTIA (4th from the right), also spoke at the event.

Funding Opportunities
 



NTIA Native Entity Digital Equity Capacity
and Planning Grant Program Application

and Upcoming Webinars
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) announced the
opening of the application window for funding for Native Entities as part of the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law’s Digital Equity Capacity and Planning Grant programs.

Achieving digital equity is essential for Indian Tribes, Alaskan Native Entities, and Native
Hawaiian organizations (collectively referred to as “Native Entities”) to preserve their cultures,
share knowledge, and access crucial services. This grant funding opportunity supports Native
Entities in promoting the meaningful use of the Internet, empowering communities to leverage
digital tools and skills for long-term growth and well-being.

Both the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program and the State Digital Equity Capacity
Grant Program set aside funding specifically designated for Native Entities, empowering them
with the agency and sovereignty to design programs that enhance digital access and expand
opportunities within their communities, allowing them to shape solutions that best meet their
unique needs. Of the $45,300,000 total:

$42,000,000 from the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program is available for
digital equity and inclusion activities, and
$3,300,000 from the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program is for digital equity
planning purposes. ​

From now until February 7, 2025, Native Entities can apply to use these Capacity & Planning
Grant Program funds to carry out digital equity and inclusion activities consistent with
the Digital Equity Act.

Funding for Native Entities will be determined through a competitive process. Applicants must
submit a single application, and may apply for either only Capacity Grant Funds, OR both
Capacity and Planning Grant Funds. Standalone applications for Planning Grant Funds will
not be accepted.

Investing in digital equity empowers Native Entities to strengthen their communities and
increase self-sufficiency. Tribal communities interested in applying for funding under the
Native Entity Capacity and Planning Grant Program may CLICK HERE to view the
application materials.

NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program Get Ready One-Pager

Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program for Native Entities Applicant Webinars:  The
following webinars provide application guidance on this grant program:-         

November 13, 2:00 pm ET: Project Narrative
November 21, 2:00 pm ET: Consolidated Budget Form
December 11, 3:00 pm ET: Additional Funding & Other Certifications

 
If you have any questions about the award, you can contact: Broadband@connect.nm.gov
CLICK HERE to learn more about OBAE Digital Equity programs.

State Broadband Office to Use
$25 Million to Directly
​Connect Students

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
recently announced it will administer $25 million in state funds to provide high-speed internet
to rural students.

Since nearly all New Mexico public schools have fiber connections, OBAE will utilize the $25
million by launching the “Student Connect” program to help rural students receive broadband
connections.

The state money comes from OBAE’s Connect New Mexico Fund, a financial source
appropriated by the legislature that designates $25 million to go to public school projects.
That Fund has also secured $70 million for general broadband infrastructure and $5 million
for broadband grant writing, engineering and planning.

Rural tribal communities are also eligible to receive these assistance grants for homes.
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Schools and internet service providers that partner with schools can now apply for assistance
grants as part of the $25 million pool. OBAE will approve applications that meet certain
criteria. The application process doesn’t have a deadline, but all projects must be completed
by June 30, 2025.

Schools and partnerships interested in applying for these grants please click here.
Read the Press Release here.

Computer Donation and
Distribution Network

Thousands of New Mexicans face barriers to opportunity
because they don’t have a computer.

New Mexico is building a Computer Donation and
Distribution Network. Stakeholders are collaborating to increase the number of New Mexicans
with an effective computers by increasing the supply of no cost and low-cost computers in our
communities. The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) is
collaborating with Digitunity, local refurbisher DiverseIT, and a wide range of agencies and
community organizations to:

Engage local business and government
Expand individual and corporate computer donations
Empower and promote local refurbishers and distribution organizations
Establish effective pathways for community members and organizations to obtain
computers and related support

For more information and to donate computers, click here.
 

Upcoming Meetings
 

NM Tribal Working Group (TWG)
Meeting November 13th!

TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico tribes are actively part of the historic broadband
initiatives that will enhance tribal communities' access to education, healthcare and economic
development. TWG meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month, please join!

Agenda - November 13th, 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT
Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker: Ty James, NTIA Federal Program Officer (discussing where we are in
the BEAD process now)
Announcements

Zoom Link:
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
   Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
   Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Tribal Working Group (TWG) Mission
To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to
funding, technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and
sustainability in ways that protect tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an
email to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief
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statement of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let
us know how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council
appreciates your interest!

Tribal Broadband Leaders
Network Meetings

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN) is for
Tribal leaders across the country to share priorities and
best practices, discuss emerging telecommunications
policy issues, and identify engagement strategies with

state broadband leaders. Tribal leaders and Tribal broadband providers are welcome to join. 

Meetings are 1:00pm, MT : Register here
November 14
December 12

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,
please email tbln@ntia.gov. 

BEAD Broadband Navigator: Empowering Tomorrow's
Digital Nation Through Local Projects Convening

December 5th,10am-noon EST
The BEAD Broadband Navigator meeting is an essential gathering of key stakeholders
dedicated to enhancing broadband connectivity and development projects in areas currently
unserved by high-speed broadband. The program's goal is to share these new spatial
analysis tools, open doors to local relationships and conceptual project development, and
help make a positive difference connecting farms, businesses, individuals, families, and
communities.

Your participation will be invaluable in driving meaningful discussions and leveraging the
power of these new tools. You, or anyone representing your team, can register at BEAD
Broadband Navigator.

Please let the team know if you can join them or, if possible, designate a representative who
can actively contribute to the discussions and bring your community expertise to the table.
Should you have any questions or require further information regarding the BEAD Broadband
Navigator Convening, please do not hesitate to contact the event coordinator, Dana
Ollendyke, at djm428@psu.edu.

 
Upcoming Events & Trainings
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2024 Regional Fiber Connect Workshop Series
Albuquerque, NM - November 7, 2024

The Fiber Broadband Association hosts Regional Fiber Connect events throughout the year
to bring together industry professionals and share best practices for deploying fiber
broadband. These events provide networking opportunities and educational sessions,
covering topics such as emerging trends, innovative technologies, and regulatory
considerations. The goal is to empower attendees with the latest insights and strategies for
successful fiber broadband deployment, fostering a sense of community and collaboration
within the industry.

Code for Tribal representatives - use at checkout for 100% off the registration fee:
ALB100TRB.

For more information and to register, click here.

 
Job Opportunities

 
Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions

Share your job opportunities!
The Tribal Broadband Newsletter wants to be a part of the workforce solution! We will start to post
broadband job opportunities! Share your job posting, please send them to
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Workforce Solutions Resources
Calix Workforce Training Resources
CNMC DE Work Group Agenda
CNMC Digital Equity and Inclusion Working Group Resources
BROADBAND RESOURCES - Broadband Workforce Development    
Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers Program (PROTECT)
The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs
New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses
Pathways to Success: NTTA Broadband Reference Guide
NextTech Diversity Program (provides career training and placement for 5G network
technicians) ​

 
Resources
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National Tribal Telecommunications Association
(NTTA)

White Paper: Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on
Rural Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)
Tribal Nations ​Broadband Resources

​Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund
Tribal Nations Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit
​Tribal Consultations
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards
Webinar Recordings
State Engagement
Mapping Resources
Additional Resources
Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials
Permitting Resources
NTIA’s Permitting and Environmental Mapping Tool
Local Permitting Importance, Challenges, and Strategies 
Broadband Data and Analytics
Funding Program Documentation and Reporting
Digital Equity Competitive Grant 
Public Notice of BEAD & DE Plans, Initial Proposals, and Challenge Process Portals
BEAD Initial Proposal Dashboard
BEAD Challenge Dashboard
M ​iddle Mile Tracking Dashboard
Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program
Demonstrating compliance with the Buy America requirement
State Digital Equity Planning Grant
Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
The Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives (OMBI) 2023 Annual Report
2023 Federal Broadband Funding Report
Digital Equity in Tribal Communities
FCC Report - Spectrum Access and Data in Tribal Communities
Grant List
Hi-Speed Internet Page
Asset Mapping Guide
​NTIA’s Digital Equity Act Program technical assistance materials
What is Permitting?
Environmental & Historic Preservation Checklist for BEAD
Environmental & Historic Preservation Factsheet
Digital Equity Plan Template

Connect New Mexico
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE)
Connect New Mexico Broadband Grant Program Map
NM Broadband Speed & Quality Testing
Connect New Mexico Working Groups
Tribal Broadband Resource Library
Five-Year Action Plan Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment(BEAD) Program

Internet for All Funding Programs
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Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in
Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services
reviews and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way
and business leases for broadband development projects on
individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and
reviews applications for rights-of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure
development projects that are funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and
the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding
from other Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other
agencies’ authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes
and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA approval,
and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Connect New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
​Resource Library

The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development,
adoption programs, and effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development
resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and
regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/tribal-broadband-connectivity-program
https://www.bia.gov/service/broadband-access/apply-broadband-right-of-way
https://connect.nm.gov/tribal-broadband.html


initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and
individuals working to support Broadband for New Mexico, and invite
you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Kimball
Sekaquaptewa and Lead Jason Clark)
Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

​If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!

For more broadband information, please visit the Connect New
Mexico's Broadband Bulletin.
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