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HERITAGE DAY

Recognizing Native American Heritage Day
on November 29

Native American Heritage Day, observed annually on the Friday after Thanksgiving, celebrates the
rich histories, cultures, and contributions of Native peoples. This day was established by the Native
American Heritage Day Act of 2009, signed into law by President Barack Obama, as a time for all
Americans to reflect on the vital role of Native communities in shaping our nation.

The Act emphasizes the importance of education about Native traditions and acknowledges the
resilience and diverse cultural heritage of American Indian and Alaska Native peoples. It also
serves as a reminder to respect tribal sovereignty and support efforts to preserve Native languages
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and traditions.

Native American Heritage Day invites everyone to participate in learning and celebration, fostering
greater understanding and unity. Let’s honor the past, celebrate the present, and commit to
supporting Native communities year-round.

To explore more about this significant day and its importance, visit
NativeAmericanHeritageMonth.gov.

Announcements

MORE FUND]
AVAILABLE'.}'G

State Broadband Office: GWEP Award

CONNECT Recipients May Apply for a Second
new mexico Grant!

Office of Broadband Access & Expansion

)

There’s good news for awardees that have received state
funding under the Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning (GWEP) program--the Office of
Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has announced any past recipients may apply for
another grant.

The decision comes as state funding remains available to help entities work toward deploying
broadband in New Mexico communities. “This is a great opportunity for entities that are receiving
grants to get even more funds to help build high-speed internet in their communities,” said OBAE
Project manager Eric Rodgers. "We encourage all to apply for these dollars." OBAE continues to
urge Tribal governments, local governments, rural telephone cooperatives and rural electric
cooperatives to submit for assistance grants.

Again, you can get a second grant!



http://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/

Right now, there’s $2.9 million that’s still available. These are assistance grants, so entities do
not compete for this state funding. Internet Service Providers are not eligible to apply for these
GWEP dollars. The GWEP program grants will be used by awardees for such things as grant
writing, engineering and planning. These grants can also be used to attain other grants, like the
federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program. Awardees will use the funds to
help provide broadband infrastructure, planning services and broadband engineering/design
projects. So far OBAE has approved 21 awards totaling $2.1 million out of $5 million available.

To submit for a grant, CLICK HERE.
For more information about GWEP, CLICK HERE.

If you have any questions about GWEP awards, please contact Eric Rodgers, OBAE Project
Manager at Eric.rodgers@connect.nm.gov.

News

OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace testifying today before the Legislative Finance Committee at the Roundhouse.

OBAE Request for $70 Million to Increase Satellite
Connections Will Improve New Mexican Lives

Proposed program will expand access to service in rural communities beginning in 2025

On November 19th, the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) called on the
Legislative Finance Committee to provide $70 million in nonrecurring funds to help fulfill the
agency’s mission to expand high-speed internet and expedite infrastructure deployment across the
state.

If funded, the request will create a near-term affordable pathway for many New Mexicans to access
high-speed internet, particularly in rural and hard-to-reach parts of the state.

Lovelace explained to committee members that under Accelerate Connect NM, nearly 100,000 New
Mexicans would get access to broadband--particularly in rural and hard-to-reach parts of the state,
while waiting for more reliable broadband technologies to be deployed. These locations are in areas

eligible for satellite service, yet they meet the definition of “unserved” or “underserved.” “Unserved”
locations receive 25mbps download and 3mbps upload speeds or less, while “underserved” receive
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between 25mbps/3mbps and 100mbps download and 20mbps upload.

The $70 million one-time request would go toward a proposed initiative called Accelerate Connect
NM, which would subsidize the cost of connecting to satellite highspeed internet service for
qualifying unserved or underserved households. Accelerate Connect NM will bridge the accessibility
gap for tens of thousands of New Mexicans while multi-year broadband infrastructure, such as fiber,
is being built out across the state.

Click here for more information.

OBAE Has Released the Notice of

~7 CONNECT Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the
Y newmexico Federal Broadband Equity Access
and Deployment (BEAD) Program

This marks the next step in the distribution of $675 million in federal funding to award state-issued
grants for broadband infrastructure across the state.

With the release of the NOFO, prequalified applicants can now begin preparing their formal
applications for BEAD funding. OBAE tentatively plans to begin accepting applications in early
January 2025 and will release additional supplementary materials in the coming weeks, pending
NTIA approval.

The NOFO sets forth the policies and procedures OBAE will follow to select recipients of BEAD
funding from among the pool of prequalified applicants. Only prequalified applicants are eligible to
apply for BEAD funding. OBAE has been accepting Prequalification Applications since September
16, 2024, and those applications close November 15, 2024, at 11:59pm.

Local governments, Tribal communities, nonprofits, internet service providers, cooperatives and
other entities that were successfully prequalified are eligible to apply for BEAD funding.

BEAD Office Hours - Wednesdays from 9-9:30am MST.
OBAE will host Office Hours for the BEAD Program every Wednesday from 9-9:30am, MST. During
Office Hours, BEAD Coordinator Andrew Wilder will be available to answer questions and provide
technical assistance to prospective applicants and other interested stakeholders.

To access meeting links or to dial in by phone, clickhere.

Computer Donation and Distribution

— CONNECT Network

(k/\_/) NEWMEXICO  Thousands of New Mexicans face barriers to opportunity
Office of Breadband Aecass & Ewansion—— hacguse they don’t have a computer.

New Mexico is building a Computer Donation and Distribution
Network. Stakeholders are collaborating to increase the number of New Mexicans with an effective
computers by increasing the supply of no cost and low-cost computers in our communities. The
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) is collaborating with Digitunity,
local refurbisher DiverselT, and a wide range of agencies and community organizations to:

Engage local business and government

Expand individual and corporate computer donations

Empower and promote local refurbishers and distribution organizations

Establish effective pathways for community members and organizations to obtain computers
and related support

For more information and to donate computers, click here.
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Funding Opportunities

State Broadband Office to Use
o $25 Million to Directly

N Connect Students
The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)

recently announced it will administer $25 million in state funds to provide high-speed internet
to rural students.

Since nearly all New Mexico public schools have fiber connections, OBAE will utilize the $25
million by launching the “Student Connect” program to help rural students receive broadband
connections.

The state money comes from OBAE’s Connect New Mexico Fund, a financial source
appropriated by the legislature that designates $25 million to go to public school projects.
That Fund has also secured $70 million for general broadband infrastructure and $5 million
for broadband grant writing, engineering and planning.

Rural tribal communities are also eligible to receive these assistance grants for homes.

Schools and internet service providers that partner with schools can now apply for assistance
grants as part of the $25 million pool. OBAE will approve applications that meet certain
criteria. The application process doesn’t have a deadline, but all projects must be completed
by June 30, 2025.

Schools and partnerships interested in applying for these grants please click here.
Read the Press Release here.

Upcoming Meetings

RN ADBAND NAUIGATOR

Broadband Equity Access and Deployment

Empowering Data-Driven Local Projects

BEAD Broadband Navigator: Empowering Tomorrow's
Digital Nation Through Local Projects Convening
December 5th,10am-noon EST

The BEAD Broadband Navigator meeting is an essential gathering of key stakeholders
dedicated to enhancing broadband connectivity and development projects in areas currently
unserved by high-speed broadband. The program's goal is to share these new spatial
analysis tools, open doors to local relationships and conceptual project development, and
help make a positive difference connecting farms, businesses, individuals, families, and
communities.

Your participation will be invaluable in driving meaningful discussions and leveraging the
power of these new tools. You, or anyone representing your team, can register at BEAD
Broadband Navigator.

Please let the team know if you can join them or, if possible, designate a representative who
can actively contribute to the discussions and bring your community expertise to the table.
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Should you have any questions or require further information regarding the BEAD Broadband
Navigator Convening, please do not hesitate to contact the event coordinator, Dana
Ollendyke, at djm428@psu.edu.

Upcoming Events & Trainings

Job Opportunities

Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions
Share your job opportunities!

The Tribal Broadband Newsletter wants to be a part of the workforce solution! We will start to post
broadband job opportunities! Share your job posting, please send them to
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Resources

Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in
Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services
reviews and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way
and business leases for broadband development projects on
individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-
of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other
Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’
authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native
Tribes and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA
approval, and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Connect New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
Resource Library
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The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
Py between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
K&) New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
CUNNECT New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through
new mexico infrastructure development, adoption programs, and effective digital
Office of Broadband Access & Expansion resource ut|||zat|on

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development

resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

@)
Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-
CONNECT focused resource to gather and share benchmark data and support
: local and regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement
De,\ENdme>§ EIDCO broadband initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-
speed broadband for all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and individuals working to support
Broadband for New Mexico, and invite you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups

e Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Kimball
Sekaquaptewa and Lead Jason Clark)

¢ Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)

e Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)

¢ Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)

e Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)

e Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!

For more broadband information, please visit the Connect New Mexico's Broadband
Bulletin.

Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions
Resources

e Calix Workforce Training Resources
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CNMC DE Work Group Agenda

CNMC Digital Equity and Inclusion Working Group Resources

BROADBAND RESOURCES - Broadband Workforce Development

Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers Program (PROTECT)
The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs

New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses

Pathways to Success: NTTA Broadband Reference Guide

NextTech Diversity Program (provides career training and placement for 5G network
technicians)

National Tribal Telecommunications Association (NTTA)

e White Paper:_Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on Rural
Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)

Tribal Nations Broadband Resources

® | ocal Coordination Summary Report - March 2024

o Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund

Tribal Nations Resource Page

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program

Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit

Tribal Consultations

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Awards
Webinar Recordings

State Engagement

Mapping Resources

Additional Resources

Contact

NTIA Digital Equity Assistance Materials

e Permitting Resources

NTIA’s Permitting and Environmental Mapping Tool

Local Permitting Importance, Challenges. and Strategies
Broadband Data and Analytics

Funding Program Documentation and Reporting

Digital Equity Competitive Grant

Public Notice of BEAD & DE Plans, Initial Proposals, and Challenge Process Portals
BEAD lInitial Proposal Dashboard

BEAD Challenge Dashboard

Middle Mile Tracking Dashboard

Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program
Demonstrating compliance with the Buy America requirement
State Digital Equity Planning Grant

Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
The Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth 2023 Annual Report
Office of Minority Broadband Initiatives (OMBI) 2023 Annual Report
2023 Federal Broadband Funding Report

Digital Equity in Tribal Communities

FCC Report - Spectrum Access and Data in Tribal Communities
Grant List

Hi-Speed Internet Page

Asset Mapping Guide

NTIA’s Digital Equity Act Program technical assistance materials
What is Permitting?
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e Environmental & Historic Preservation Checklist for BEAD
e Environmental & Historic Preservation Factsheet
e Digital Equity Plan Template

Connect New MeXxico

¢ New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE)

e Connect New Mexico Broadband Grant Program Map

NM Broadband Speed & Quality Testing

Connect New Mexico Working Groups

Tribal Broadband Resource Library

Five-Year Action Plan Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment(BEAD) Program

Internet for All Funding Programs

New Mexico Tribal Broadband | 54 Morningstar Drive | Bernalillo, NM 87004 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

¢ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!
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