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Announcements

 

Indigenous People's Day
October 14, 2024

Indigenous Peoples' Day is a holiday in the United States that celebrates and honors
Indigenous American peoples and commemorates their histories and cultures. It is celebrated
across the United States on the second Monday in October.

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico will have a full day of dances,
as well as speakers celebrating the culture and achievements of Native Americans. Monday
October 14, 9:00 am - 4:00pm.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/theo_reth/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/theo_reth/
mailto:nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com
https://indianpueblo.org/event/indigenous-peoples-day-celebration-4/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=7a2f5883-7e10-4f66-97eb-ca905288a956
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Congratulations to JNet!
On October 8th, JNet provided a community event to explore digital equity and broadband
access for the Pueblo of Jemez. They discussed Digital Equity, Fiber to Home Deployment,
USDA Rural Development, and JNET's Digital Navigator Program. Dinner was shared and
there were some great prizes given away at the raffle!

JNET's pilot class in their Digital Navigator Program focused on field workers and custodians,
helping them use a laptop, set up work email, Micriox, and basic Zoom training. They also
assist in home environment for residents, helping with Roku set up and connecting devices to
the internet.

JNet is an internet service provider, set up in 2020 and operated by Jemez Pueblo, which
shows that the tribe can “design, implement and deliver broadband.” JNet allowed everyone in
Jemez Pueblo to connect to wireless internet, fiber-optic will allow the service to improve its
speeds.



October is Cyberse ​curity
Awareness Month!

Since 2004, the President of the United States and
Congress have declared October to be Cybersecurity
Awareness Month, time dedicated for the public and
private sectors to work together to raise awareness about
the importance of cybersecurity.

Over the years it has grown into a collaborative effort between government and industry to
enhance cybersecurity awareness, encourage actions by the public to reduce online risk, and
generate discussion on cyber threats on a national and global scale. October 2024 marks the
21st Cybersecurity Awareness Month.

Cybersecurity Awareness Month 2024 Toolkit

SBDC TCA at NM Tech is offering free webinars on Cybersecurity
CISA and the Cybersecurity Threat Landscape
Thursday, October 17, 2024, 10:00am-11:00am
Read more here, register here.
Cybersecurity NIST SP 800-171R2
Thursday, October 24, 2024, 10:00am-11:00am
Read more here, register here.

FCC Seeking Comment on Tribal Consent
for 5G Fund Program

The FCC will distribute up to $9 billion over 10 years to support the
buildout of advanced 5G mobile wireless broadband networks to those
who live, work and travel in rural communities, of which up to $765
million will be reserved to support networks serving eligible areas on
Tribal lands. The funds will be distributed via reverse auction, which
allocates Universal Service Fund support to entities willing to accept the

lowest support amounts to provide the required 5G service to eligible areas. Additionally, the
5G Fund includes up to $900 million in incentives for incorporating Open RAN in 5G Fund-
supported networks. The FCC will announce the expected start of the auction at a later date. 
 
Through a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (GN Docket No. 20-32), the FCC is
requesting public comment on whether winning bidders in the 5G Fund Phase I auction must
demonstrate, when submitting information needed to demonstrate their qualifications to meet
the program’s requirements during the post-bidding long-form application process, and prior
to any authorization of support, that they have obtained consent of the relevant Tribal
government to deploy network facilities using 5G Fund support on Tribal Lands. 

Comments are due on or before October 17, 2024; reply comments are due on or
before November 1, 2024. Please reach out to Native@fcc.gov with any questions.

Public Comment for BABA
Due October 15th

On September 16, 2024, the Department of Commerce and NTIA
issued a notice and request for comments on their proposal for a
limited, general applicability, nonavailability waiver of the Build America,
Buy America domestic preference requirements for certain construction
materials and certain manufactured products that would apply only to
those recipients of Federal financial assistance awarded pursuant to the

Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program’s (TBCP) second Notice of Funding Opportunity,
released on July 27, 2023 (Second TBCP NOFO).

The proposed waiver is time-limited; targeted to specific items, products, materials, and
categories; and conditional on the requirement that certain manufacturing processes must
occur in the United States. The proposed waiver follows the BEAD BABA waiver with two
minor adjustments, i.e., NTIA is requesting comment on waiving a specific type of submarine
fiber optic cable ('unrepeatered') that is not made in the US today and proposing additional
technical assistance for Tribes.

https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/secure-our-world-resources-cybersecurity-awareness-month-2024-toolkit
https://files.constantcontact.com/10a535ca001/e405964b-0b84-4d5f-8eb7-a7d09c4a25a6.pdf
https://nmsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/13977
https://files.constantcontact.com/10a535ca001/f8fbfdb0-90fb-4bb2-8ac0-6819f6299b72.pdf
https://nmsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/13978
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-24-89A1.pdf
mailto:Native@fcc.gov


Comments are due on or before October 15, 2024 at 11:59 p.m, ET.  Commenters should
send submissions via electronic mail to Tbcpnofo2@ntia.gov, with the subject “DOC Waivers:
TBCP.” The waiver can be found here.

 
Funding Opportunities

 

NTIA Native Entity Digital Equity Capacity and Planning
Grant Program Application and Webinars

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) announced the
opening of the application window for funding for Native Entities as part of the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law’s Digital Equity Capacity and Planning Grant programs.

Achieving digital equity is essential for Indian Tribes, Alaskan Native Entities, and Native
Hawaiian organizations (collectively referred to as “Native Entities”) to preserve their cultures,
share knowledge, and access crucial services. This grant funding opportunity supports Native
Entities in promoting the meaningful use of the Internet, empowering communities to leverage
digital tools and skills for long-term growth and well-being.

Both the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program and the State Digital Equity Capacity
Grant Program set aside funding specifically designated for Native Entities, empowering them
with the agency and sovereignty to design programs that enhance digital access and expand
opportunities within their communities, allowing them to shape solutions that best meet their
unique needs. Of the $45,300,000 total:

$42,000,000 from the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program is available for
digital equity and inclusion activities, and
$3,300,000 from the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program is for digital equity
planning purposes. ​

From now until February 7, 2025, Native Entities can apply to use these Capacity & Planning
Grant Program funds to carry out digital equity and inclusion activities consistent with
the Digital Equity Act.

Funding for Native Entities will be determined through a competitive process. Applicants must
submit a single application, and may apply for either only Capacity Grant Funds, OR both
Capacity and Planning Grant Funds. Standalone applications for Planning Grant Funds will
not be accepted.

Investing in digital equity empowers Native Entities to strengthen their communities and
increase self-sufficiency. Tribal communities interested in applying for funding under the
Native Entity Capacity and Planning Grant Program may CLICK HERE to view the
application materials.

NE Capacity & Planning Grant Program Get Ready One-Pager

Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program for Native Entities Applicant Webinars:  The
following webinars provide application guidance on this grant program:-         

October 17, 2:00 pm ET: Grants 101 for Native Entities
October 23, 3:00 pm ET: Standard Forms
October 24, 2:00 pm ET: Digital Equity Webinar Series: Digital Equity Solutions for
Tribal Nations
October 30, 4:00 pm ET: Registration, Entity Type
November 13, 2:00 pm ET: Project Narrative
November 21, 2:00 pm ET: Consolidated Budget Form

mailto:Tbcpnofo2@ntia.gov
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/DOC NTIA BABA Nonavailability Waiver TBCP.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/funding-programs/digital-equity-act-programs/NE-Capacity-and-Planning-Grant-Program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/DE_Native_Entities_Get_Ready.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/grants-101-native-entities
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-capacity-grant-program-native-entities-applicant-webinar
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-webinar-series-digital-equity-solutions-tribal-nations
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-capacity-grant-program-native-entities-applicant-webinar-0
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-capacity-grant-program-native-entities-applicant-webinar-1
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-capacity-grant-program-native-entities-applicant-webinar-2


December 11, 3:00 pm ET: Additional Funding & Other Certifications
 
If you have any questions, please contact OBAE's Neala Krueger, Digital Equity Coordinator
at Neala.Krueger@connect.nm.gov or Victory Quintana, OBAE's Tribal Coordinator and
Liaison at Valerie.quintana@connect.nm.gov.

OBAE Opens Application Process
for $675 Million in Broadband

Grants ~ Entities May Start
Prequalification Applications

The next phase of the BEAD Program is underway.

Local governments, Tribal communities, nonprofits, internet service providers, cooperatives
and other entities may now submit Prequalification Applications for the state’s largest funding
program to deploy broadband infrastructure. BEAD applicants must submit a Prequalification
Application in order to apply for BEAD funding.

The state will be awarding $675 million in grants through the federal government’s Broadband
Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program.

Entities that want to build infrastructure for unserved communities may begin to submit
prequalification applications to OBAE. These applications will help the state determine
whether an entity has the technical capability and financial stability to deploy broadband and
meet federal and state requirements.

The regular prequalification process ends November 1 at 11:59pm. However, there is a
Priority Deadline: if an entity submits a prequalification application by October 14 at 11:59pm,
it will get an accelerated review and complete applications will receive a decision by
November 1.

For more information about BEAD, state and federal requirements and the prequalification
process, CLICK HERE.

Once prequalification applications are evaluated and approved, entities will formally apply for
their suggested broadband projects based on broadband-dry areas. Both the state and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration must approve the final
applications.

If you have any questions, please contact OBAE at: Broadband@connect.nm.gov

$3.1 Million Still Available in State
Grant Writing, Engineering, and
Planning (GWEP) Grant Awards!

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE)
is awarding financial assistance grants to aid Tribal

governments and local governmental units in procuring grant writing, engineering, and/or
planning assistance to help identify community broadband needs and to support applying for
other funding sources for broadband-related projects.

Requirements:
   Open application until funds are obligated
   No matching funds required
   Max award is $100K
   Tribes are NOT required to provide a BTIN or TIN (see info and instructions below).

​Nations, Tribes, and Pueblos (NTPs) are not required to provide a TIN. Agreements with
NTPs usually occur via an Intergovernmental Grant Agreement, which does not have the
same requirements as a contractor for instance. In the application, look for the section: New
Mexico Business Tax Identification Number (BTIN): For Tribal submissions this will remain "0"
as this is not required.

OBAE began issuing GWEP grants in July, and there are now 20 entities that have received
awards totaling nearly $2 million. Recipients include 7 tribal communities. OBAE is urging
tribal governments, local governments, rural telephone cooperatives and rural electric

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/events/latest-events/digital-equity-capacity-grant-program-native-entities-applicant-webinar-3
mailto:Neala.Krueger@connect.nm.gov
mailto:Valerie.quintana@connect.nm.gov
https://connect.nm.gov/bead.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:Broadband@connect.nm.gov


cooperatives to submit for these assistance grants.

To submit for a GWEP grant, click here. For more information, click here. If you have
any questions about GWEP awards, please contact Eric Rodgers, OBAE Project Manager at
Eric.rodgers@connect.nm.gov.

Cybersecurity Pilot Program for Schools and Libraries
The FCC opened the application window for its Cybersecurity Pilot Program for Schools and
Libraries. The Pilot will provide up to $200 million in Universal Service funding to selected
participants over a three-year term to purchase a wide variety of cybersecurity services and
equipment. To target Pilot funds to the populations most in need of cybersecurity support, the
Bureau will award support with an emphasis on funding proposed Pilot projects that include
Tribal and low income applicants.

The filing window closes on Friday, November 1, 2024 at 11:59 p.m. E.T.  For more
information, visit the Cybersecurity Pilot Program Website.

 
Upcoming Meetings

 
NM Tribal Working Group (TWG)

Meeting November 13th!
TWG is committed to ensuring New Mexico tribes are actively part of the historic broadband
initiatives that will enhance tribal communities' access to education, healthcare and economic
development. TWG meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month, please join!

Agenda - November 13th, 12:00pm-1:15pm, MDT
Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker: Jennifer Skates, NTIA
Announcements

Zoom Link:
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
   Meeting ID: 825 9037 6479
   Passcode: 499759

If there are topics you would like to see covered in future meetings, please email
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Tribal Working Group (TWG) Mission
To assist and support New Mexico Tribes in developing and deploying broadband
infrastructure through tribal consultation and engagement that leads to expanded access to
health care, education and economic opportunity and includes strategies for access to
funding, technical assistance, project management support, workforce development and
sustainability in ways that protect tribal sovereignty.

Become a Member!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Tribal Working Group, please send an
email to: connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us. In the body of your email, please include a brief

https://obae.submittable.com/submit
https://connect.nm.gov/obae-funding.html
mailto:Eric.rodgers@connect.nm.gov
https://www.fcc.gov/cybersecurity-pilot-program
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82590376479?pwd=Ky9vVDZsWDZ4K3pqVW1PRlJEcFNIZz09
mailto:nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com
https://connect.nm.gov/tribal-working-group.html
mailto:connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us


statement of interest, including your experience relating to the work group’s mission. Also, let
us know how best to contact you about the status of your membership request. The Council
appreciates your interest!

Tribal Broadband Leaders
Network Meetings

The Tribal Broadband Leaders Network (TBLN) is for
Tribal leaders across the country to share priorities and
best practices, discuss emerging telecommunications
policy issues, and identify engagement strategies with

state broadband leaders. Tribal leaders and Tribal broadband providers are welcome to join. 

Meetings are 1:00pm, MT : Register here
November 14
December 12

If you are a Tribal leader or a Tribal broadband provider and would like to join TBLN or are an
existing participant and have new staff to be added/contact changes, please reach out to
TBLN@ntia.gov. if there are topics you would like to see covered in future TBLN meetings,
please email tbln@ntia.gov. 

 

News
 

Kimball Sekaquaptewa Honored
at the NTTA Tribal Broadband

Summit Chandler, AZ
In September 2024, the National Tribal
Telecommunications Association (NTTA) honored
Kimball Sekaquaptewa (Hopi Tribe of Arizona) during
their Tribal Broadband Summit.

Sekaquaptewa serves as the chair of the Connect New
Mexico Council and currently works at the Santa Fe
Indian School as the Tribal Broadband Connectivity
Project Manager. Since 2009, Sekaquaptewa has
addressed regional broadband connectivity issues
through the construction of middle mile networks by

working with tribes to aggregate demand and harness local expertise to build tribally-owned
networks. Through COVID-19, she assisted Tribes to solve their connectivity issues through the
construction of wireless residential networks. She is committed to a multipronged approach to
broadband, incudling building workforce capacity to ensure New Mexico Pueblos implement and
maintain sustainable networks.

Sekaquaptewa is a former Woodrow Wilson MBA in Education Leadership Fellow . In addition to
her Stanford degree, Sekaquaptewa holds an M.B.A from the University of New Mexico.
Congratulations Kimball, a true champion for Tribal broadband solutions!

Photo Left to Right: Richard Jaramillo of Isleta, Kimball Sekaquaptewa, Connect NM Council Chair, and Victory Quintana, OBAE Tribal
Coordinator and Liaison

https://ntia-gov.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsfuihpzIoHV6hSgjIRW-W1NyqQQmE2dQ
mailto:TBLN@ntia.gov
mailto:tbln@ntia.gov
https://woodrow.org/


Building a More Connected Future in New Mexico
On October 8th, Building a More Connected Future in New Mexico  was held at the Hilton Santa Fe
Buffalo Thunder and included engaging policy discussions with federal, state, and local
policymakers, community-based organizations, and business leaders as they share insights on
strategies for closing the digital divide with a particular focus on broadband affordability and
broadband adoption.

One of the panels was Advancing Digital Equity in New Mexico which included Jennifer Nevarez,
Director and Lead Educator, Community Learning Network, Member of the Broadband and Digital
Equity Support Team for New Mexico and the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE);
Veronica Salazar, Digital Equity Manager and Digital Skills Instructor, Encuentro Nuevo México;
Michael Jackson, Digital Inclusion Coordinator, New Mexico Black Leadership Council; and
Ryan Collins, Policy Manager, National Digital Inclusion Alliance (Moderator). See the photo above.

Office of Broadband Access and
Expansion and Albuquerque Nonprofit

Distribute Donated Computers to
Ruidoso Disaster Victims

On October 9th, the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion
(OBAE) and Adelante DiverseIT, an Albuquerque nonprofit,
distributed 40 donated computers to victims of the Salt and South
Fork Fires and subsequent flooding in Ruidoso.

Adelante DiverseIT repaired, refurbished and prepared the
computers for use. The unique program teaches people with
disabilities, seniors, people of color and women how to use and
service computer technology.

Access to computer and other hardware is a key barrier identified
in New Mexico's Digital Equity Plan, which outlines a range of
goals and initiatives to ensure that all New Mexicans and

communities have the technology, skills and capacity needed to benefit in the digital world.

If you have a computer you’d like to donate, go to: https://connect.nm.gov/computers. If you have
any questions about the donation campaign, you can contact Jennifer Nevarez at
Jennifer.nevarez@connect.nm.gov.

https://connect.nm.gov/computers
mailto:Jennifer.nevarez@connect.nm.gov


Leading Connectivity: Two Years of the Broadband
Infrastructure Program (BIP)

Just over two years ago, NTIA launched the Broadband Infrastructure Program, or BIP, to
bridge the connectivity gap in unserved communities, including rural communities, in America.
As the first grant program to launch under the Biden-Harris Administration’s Internet For All
(IFA) Initiative, BIP has been leading the way with NTIA’s historic investment in broadband
infrastructure, serving as a roadmap for other connectivity projects to follow.

Progress to Date - In 2022, through a competitive process, NTIA awarded a collective $282.7
million to 13 states and one territory to expand broadband infrastructure. Since then, BIP
awardees have made high-speed Internet service available to more than 40,000 previously
unserved households, nearly 3,000 businesses, and more than 130 community anchor
institutions (like schools and libraries) to date. Additionally, they have constructed or
upgraded more than 2,750 miles of fiber.

NTIA works closely with grantees to keep these projects on track.

NextTech Diversity Program
The NextTech Diversity Program aims to
provide career training and placement for

thousands of diverse candidates to take on roles as 5G network technicians. With $750,000
in initial seed funding from T-Mobile and another $150,000 committed from other
telecommunications partners, our goal is to create long-term telecom careers where training
provides job opportunities for new field service technicians who can install 5G networks on
macro towers and small cell deployments.

The NextTech Diversity Program commits to making a significant impact in three important
ways:

Graduating and certifying all eligible program Candidates in the Program
Guaranteed job placement for all eligible Candidates after graduation
Supporting Candidates for 12 months after job placement with career counseling,
ranging from career development to financial management

Read more about the program here.

 

Upcoming Events & Trainings
 

https://click.messages.ntia.gov/?qs=204648788a97816ebe735f96baa329553a711562d04a50251397b815ef4eedff2845884d300340c0d6fa7fec95d9c5e2d102802a466423ae6e672b4b77be8c40
https://www.mylearningalliance.com/nexttech/?utm_campaign=Student Roster&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_cc_fQ-v7M5dht6Fkq0M9ost45fzJVT93fljAAcKObJfQWH1On3rHrTGzIZdkzZk3KpGmQg00FKCTJ0pcOZWKH17DSNB_nwwKrGOpn6lxBRWc8_c0&_hsmi=320909027&utm_content=320909027&utm_source=hs_email


NM Broadband Summit
October 29, 2024

Isleta Resort & Casino
New Mexico is in the early days of a broadband transformation with more than $1B already
granted for infrastructure deployment. Don't miss this must attend day long event that will
bring together ISPs, industry experts, government officials from all levels, tribal entities, rural
electric cooperatives, rural telecommunications cooperatives, business leaders, industry
vendors and community decision makers to participate in discussions and panels aimed at
expanding high speed internet throughout the Land of Enchantment.

​Hear important updates from NM Office of Broadband Access and Expansion, NM Economic
Development Department, US Department of Agriculture, City of ABQ, NM
Legislators, National Tribal Telecommunications Association, National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, NM Department of Workforce Solutions, NM Environment
Department and more!

The group rate at Isleta Resort & Casino for the Broadband Summit has been extended to
Friday, October 11, 2024. You can book your room at this link.

For more information and to register, click here.

Broadband Communities
Summit West 

October 30th–31st 2024
San Diego Convention Center

The conference series offers leading events for
community leaders, property owners, network
infrastructure builders and telco service providers to

meet and discuss strategies for delivering connectivity for communities all over the US.

Celebrating its inaugural year, Broadband Communities Summit West offers a regional
platform and focuses on how to connect every community in the Western US with next-

https://res.windsurfercrs.com/ibe/details.aspx?hotelID=9679&lang=en-us&group=BRO1024&hgID=0&currID=1&dt1=9067&nights=2&rooms=1&adults=1&child1=0&child2=0&child3=0&child4=0
https://business.nmchamber.org/events/details/2024-broadband-summit-92


generation communications infrastructure – from densely populated cities to rural towns,
multifamily properties to master planned developments, suburban areas to Native land and
more.

For more information about the Summit, and to register, click here.

2024 Regional Fiber Connect Workshop Series
Albuquerque, NM ~ November 7, 2024

The Fiber Broadband Association hosts Regional Fiber Connect events throughout the year
to bring together industry professionals and share best practices for deploying fiber
broadband. These events provide networking opportunities and educational sessions,
covering topics such as emerging trends, innovative technologies, and regulatory
considerations. The goal is to empower attendees with the latest insights and strategies for
successful fiber broadband deployment, fostering a sense of community and collaboration
within the industry.

For more information and to register, click here.

 
Job Opportunities

 
Tribal Broadband Workforce Solutions

Share your job opportunities!
The Tribal Broadband Newsletter wants to be a part of the workforce solution! We will start to post
broadband job opportunities! Share your job posting, please send them to
nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com.

Workforce Solutions Resources
Calix Workforce Training Resources
CNMC DE Work Group Agenda
CNMC Digital Equity and Inclusion Working Group Resources
BROADBAND RESOURCES - Broadband Workforce Development    
Professional Readiness and Technical Experience for Careers Program (PROTECT)
The New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Apprenticeship Programs
New Mexico State University Fiber Optic Courses
Pathways to Success: NTTA Broadband Reference Guide

 

https://www.terrapinn.com/conference/broadband-communities-west/index.stm
https://fiberbroadband.org/event/2024-regional-fiber-connect-workshop-series-albuquerque-new-mexico/
mailto:nmtribalbroadband@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/719c96d1-b33d-489b-b786-ff35cf595364.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/4d472e21-30f9-4e1d-9e82-0a8f28fa878d.pdf?_gl=1*1pg40oo*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjM0MDQ1NzAuQ2owS0NRand3dUcxQmhDbkFSSXNBRldCVUMzSXdXeXRQTjYxVkdjODl5bi1sSTNFcnNNRkllTmowNTVneGNaNTRPZ085TEd5YUUzUmhkUWFBbWhVRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MjM0MDQ1NzAuQ2owS0NRand3dUcxQmhDbkFSSXNBRldCVUMzSXdXeXRQTjYxVkdjODl5bi1sSTNFcnNNRkllTmowNTVneGNaNTRPZ085TEd5YUUzUmhkUWFBbWhVRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*NTcwNDEyNDUwLjE3MjI4ODc0NTc.*_ga*YWZiY2M4ZDEtYmJkZi00M2QxLWIwZWUtYmVjMjJmODg2YWVi*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMzQyOTA5MC4xMi4xLjE3MjM0MzMzMTQuNDAuMC4w
https://files.constantcontact.com/babbe0d4901/2fabcf69-959f-49d4-a6ba-1cc3dca272df.pdf?_gl=1*1hy209k*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjM1MDM5NzcuQ2owS0NRanc1ZWExQmhDNkFSSXNBRU9HNXB4MXVJdWRPRFpwUlp6aFloQmNrZlU5N3ZWdDlYZ2d2bVRES1R2UWpoS1hydjBTaVBTcFktTWFBdVduRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MjM1MDM5NzcuQ2owS0NRanc1ZWExQmhDNkFSSXNBRU9HNXB4MXVJdWRPRFpwUlp6aFloQmNrZlU5N3ZWdDlYZ2d2bVRES1R2UWpoS1hydjBTaVBTcFktTWFBdVduRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*NTcwNDEyNDUwLjE3MjI4ODc0NTc.*_ga*YWZiY2M4ZDEtYmJkZi00M2QxLWIwZWUtYmVjMjJmODg2YWVi*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMzQ5MzQyMy4xNC4xLjE3MjM1MDQwNjcuNTYuMC4w
https://connect.nm.gov/tribal-broadband.html
https://www.protecsantafe.com/
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/en-us/Job-Seekers/Explore-Career-Options/Apprenticeship
https://alamogordo.nmsu.edu/continuing-ed/fiber-optic-courses.html
https://connect.nm.gov/uploads/1/4/1/9/141989814/pathways_to_success_an_ntta_broadband_reference_guide.pdf


Resources
 

National Tribal Telecommunications Association
(NTTA)

White Paper: Evaluating the Critical Need for Broadband Sustainability Funding on
Rural Tribal Lands

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA)
Tribal Nations ​Broadband Resources

​Local Coordination Summary Report - March 2024
Native Nations and Federal Telecom Policy Failures: Lessons from the Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund
Tribal Nations Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Resource Page
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
Tribal Broadband Planning Toolkit
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Apply for Broadband Right-of-Way in
Indian Country

The Bureau of Indian Affairs' Division of Real Estate Services
reviews and processes applications for approval of rights-of-way
and business leases for broadband development projects on
individually owned Indian trust, Tribal trust, and restricted fee lands.

The Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) processes and reviews applications for rights-
of-way (ROW) or business leases for broadband infrastructure development projects that are
funded through federal infrastructure investment legislation and the Tribal Broadband
Connectivity Program (TBCP) available to Tribes. This includes funding from other
Department of the Interior (DOI) federal agencies for ROW, permits, or other agencies’
authorizations for broadband development available to Tribes’ Tribal utilities.

BIA has the delegated authority to review and approve rights-of-way and leases for
broadband development on individually owned Indian trust land and restricted fee lands—
ensuring that the required consent is received from American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes
and/or individual landowners. There are specific exceptions that don’t require BIA approval,
and DRES can help to identify those cases.

Read more here.

Connect New Mexico
Tribal Broadband
​Resource Library

The Tribal Broadband Resource Library is a collaborative project
between the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) and the
New Mexico Office of Broadband Access & Expansion (OBAE).

Supported by the Tribal Broadband Task Force, it demonstrates
New Mexico's dedication to enhancing Tribal connectivity through infrastructure development,
adoption programs, and effective digital resource utilization.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is committed to providing dependable,
affordable, and equitable Internet access to all 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations
while respecting their unique needs and cultural diversity.

The webpage serves as a comprehensive resource center tailored for Tribal entities. It offers
valuable information, including federal and state funding statistics, workforce development
resources, and funding opportunities for connectivity initiatives.

Click here to connect to the Tribal Broadband Resource Library.

Connect New Mexico
Connecting Our Communities

Connect New Mexico is a community-driven and community-focused
resource to gather and share benchmark data and support local and

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/tribal-broadband-connectivity-program
https://www.bia.gov/service/broadband-access/apply-broadband-right-of-way
https://connect.nm.gov/tribal-broadband.html


regional community efforts to plan, fund, and implement broadband
initiatives that provide reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband for
all in New Mexico.

They honor the many community organizations, agencies, and
individuals working to support Broadband for New Mexico, and invite
you to get involved.

Review the Tribal Broadband Task Force Paper

Connect New Mexico Council Working Groups
Connect New Mexico Grant Program and Rule Making Working Group (Chair Kimball
Sekaquaptewa and Lead Jason Clark)
Digital Equity & Inclusion (Chair Eli Guinnee and Co-Chair Catherine Nicolau)
Regional Planning & Community Engagement (Acting Chair Jerry Smith and Council
Representative Katherine Crociata)
Mapping, Data & Evaluation (Acting Chair Natalie Runyan)
Tribal Working Group (Chair Godfrey Enjady and Co-Chair Stephine Poston)
Permits, Poles, and Attachments (Chair: Ovidiu Viorica)

​If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these groups, e-mail:
connectnmcouncil@state.nm.us.

Check out their website, and sign up for the newsletter!
 

New Mexico Tribal Broadband
Previous New Mexico Tribal Broadband Newsletters are available here.
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