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Bringing Connectivity to Your Community

Support OBAE's "Broadband for Education"
Bill at Tomorrow's Senate Committee

Hearing!

Legislation Will Transfer Statewide
Education Network Operations to OBAE

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) is asking that you support Senate
Bill 401, legislation that will move the Statewide Education Network (SEN) program from the
Public School Facilities Authority (PSFA)-- people, funds, projects--to OBAE.

OBAE currently administers SEN for PSFA contractually on a year-to-year basis. 

The SB 401 proposal to transfer the SEN to OBAE will make the program run more
efficiently. SEN staff, operations, funds and projects are currently run by OBAE, so the
transfer will be seamless. 

OBAE's ownership of SEN will also allow for permanent connectivity solutions for
communities. Just last week OBAE and SEN partnered with Ethos Broadband in an
agreement that will stop frequent broadband outages in Gallup and McKinley County.

SB 401 will ensure similar broadband issues will be fixed.

OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace will go before the Senate Tax, Business and
Transportation Committee tomorrow (Tuesday) at 1:30pm in Room 323 at the
Roundhouse.

PSFA already supports this SEN transfer proposal, and the move will have no impact on
SEN.

There are many benefits for New Mexicans. The transfer will:

Allow for middle mile broadband for SEN.
Benefit broadband providers, schools and students.
Enable OBAE to leverage other education programs.
Allow for broadband resiliency.
Enable SEN to use middle mile communications in emergencies across the state.

SEN was launched in July, connecting dozens of schools through a school-centric
broadband network. The Network will allow students and teachers to share classes,
resources and educational and social services on their own network. SEN plans to connect
all New Mexico schools through this bold, high-tech program by 2027.

Please contact your legislators, local leaders and others in a call to action to support SB
401.

The sponsors of SB 401 are Sen. Michael Padilla, Senate Majority Whip, Rep, Debra
Sarinana, Rep. Tara Lujan, and Rep. Joy Garratt.

Let them know you support the bill!

You can find members of the Senate Tax, Business and Transportation Committee here.

You can also visit the legislative website here.

Let's all work together to help OBAE continue its successful work building the Statewide
Education Network!

Thank you.

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can

unsubscribe below.
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