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Bringing Connectivity to Your Community

BEAD Round 2 Prequalification
Applications Open Later this Week

The next phase of the state’s largest funding program to deploy broadband infrastructure
begins on Friday.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has announced Round 2 of the
Prequalification Application process for the federal Broadband Equity Access and
Deployment (BEAD) program. The state will be awarding $675 million in grants through
BEAD.

Round 2 Prequalification Applications will be open from May 9 and run through May 30.

For the first time, providers of alternative technologies, such as low earth orbit (LEO)
satellite and unlicensed fixed wireless will be eligible to seek BEAD grants.

As in Round 1, Tribal communities, non-profits, internet service providers, cooperatives and
other entities may submit Prequalification Applications. BEAD applicants must submit a
Prequalification Application to apply for BEAD funding.

Round 2 will focus on remaining project areas and locations that did not receive a bid in the
first round, which ran from January 3-March 24.

Beginning May 9, entities that want to build infrastructure for unserved communities may
submit the Prequalification Applications to OBAE. Those submissions will help the state
determine whether an entity has the technical capability and financial stability to deploy
broadband and meet federal and state requirements.

The Round 2 prequalification process ends May 30 at 11:59pm.

OBAE will decide whether an entity can move forward with a formal application by using the
following criteria:

Financial capabilities
Managerial capabilities
Technical capabilities
Legal and regulatory compliance
Operational capabilities
Ownership
Stewardship of other public funding

Once Prequalification Applications are evaluated and approved, entities will formally apply
for their suggested broadband projects based on broadband-dry areas. Both the state and
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) must approve the
final applications.

For more information about BEAD and to submit a Round 2 Prequalification Application,
CLICK HERE.

If you have any questions or comments, please go to: Broadband@connect.nm.gov

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can

unsubscribe below.
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