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Bringing Connectivity to Your Community

State Broadband Office's 3rd Annual
Broadband Day a Success

Special Roundhouse Event Draws New Mexicans from
Across the State

OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace welcomes all to Broadband Day at the Roundhouse.

Lovelace addresses key broadband accomplishments during the past year, including hundreds of millions awarded in
state and federal grants.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) would like to thank everyone for
making yesterday’s Broadband Day at the Roundhouse a great success. The 3  annual
celebration included state lawmakers, education and Tribal leaders and representatives
from industry, business, advocacy groups and non-profits. Many thanks to our speakers and
attendees who all promoted OBAE’s mission for meaningful connectivity throughout all of
New Mexico.

Broadband supporters and others traveled from across the state and from many Tribal
communities to share in the celebration. OBAE’s vision is to expand high-speed internet to
all locations in New Mexico.

Throughout the day hundreds came to the
Roundhouse for Broadband Day.

Lovelace welcoming Sen. Michael Padilla to the
podium. The Senate Majority Whip has been a strong

supporter of OBAE and its crucial mission.

During Broadband Day, Acting Director Drew Lovelace highlighted the Student Connect
program, which is designed to connect rural students with fixed wireless service. In the past
few months, OBAE has awarded nearly $20 million in Student Connect grants to 10 school
districts. Several recipients of those awards spoke during Broadband Day about their grants
which will have tremendous educational and community impact.

Sen. Michael Padilla, Senate Majority Whip, discusses the importance of OBAE and its mission to expand and deploy
high-speed internet to connect all of New Mexico.

Gov. Benny Lujan of Ohkay Owingeh talked about his Pueblo’s $2.4 million award that will
connect nearly 200 Tribal students. The Superintendent of Espanola Public Schools also
talked about his district’s $1.26 million grant that could connect as many as 200 students to
the internet. And Hatch Valley High School’s principal addressed her district’s $1.6 million
award that will bring broadband to more than 400 students.

Students from Carlos Gilbert Elementary School in
Santa Fe learn about broadband at OBAE's booth.

Ovidiu Viorica, Statewide Education Network's
Broadband and Technology Manager, speaks with

students about the Network.

Neala Krueger, OBAE's Digital Equity Coordinator (on
left), at OBAE's booth.

Kim Kruzel, OBAE's Leadership and Organizational
Consultant, looks on as Neala Krueger talks with an

attendee about OBAE programs.

Lovelace also announced an important broadband agreement made just the day before
Broadband Day. He announced OBAE is playing a key role to finally solve a decade-long
broadband outage issue in Gallup and McKinley County. OBAE and Ethos Broadband have
just signed an agreement aimed at establishing resiliency in Gallup and McKinley County.
OBAE will be paying $500,000 through the Statewide Education Network (SEN) in
equipment to ensure Ethos Broadband’s construction of redundant connectivity and, in turn,
stop broadband blackouts.

Godfrey Enjady, General Manager of Mescalero
Apache Telecom, addresses broadband emergency

services and his telecom's mission and achievements.

Gov. Benny Lujan of Ohkay Owingeh, thanking OBAE
and explaining the powerful impact his Pueblo's award

will have on students.

Espanola Public Schools Superintendent Eric Spencer
talks about how his award will affect students and

education in his district.

Brandy Holguin, Principal of Hatch Valley High School,
discusses the impact her district's grant will have on

more than 400 rural students.

Many internet service providers and organizations set
up information booths in the East and West Wings of

the Roundhouse.

OBAE leaders and team members discussing
broadband projects and programs with community

stakeholders.

Lovelace also took the opportunity to share some broadband office highlights, including the
awarding of more than $233 million in state and federal broadband grants, the launch of the
Statewide Education Network and the awarding of $35 million in Tribal grants to 11
communities. He also spoke about successes in other broadband programs and projects.

Jennifer Nevarez, leader of OBAE's Broadband Day
Support Team welcomes speakers during a morning
presentation session, featuring community highlights

and updates from stakeholders and organizations
across the state. They included the New Mexico

Telehealth Alliance, Mamacítas Cibernéticas, Teeniors,
JNET of Jemez Pueblo, Santa Fe Community College
Office of Continuing Education and Contract Training,

Digital Respons-ability, the Alliance for Navajo
Broadband, Accessible New Mexico, and the Office of

U.S. Senator Ben Ray Lujan.

Jennifer enjoying her time with 4th grade students from
Carlos Gilbert Elementary School in Santa Fe: mixing

some learning and fun with the kids.

Eric Rodgers, one of OBAE's
Project Managers, talks about the

Grant Writing, Engineering and
Planning (GWEP) program. He
told the crowd that money is still

available for this program.

Andrew Wilder, OBAE's
Broadband Equity, Access and

Deployment (BEAD) Coordinator
talks about the massive federal

program. The state will be
awarding $675 million in grants.

Thirty-three entities are preparing
applications at this time. The

program will help connect more
than 31,000 unserved locations in

New Mexico.

Neala Krueger, OBAE's Digital
Equity Coordinator talks about
OBAE's "Promoting Internet

Needs of New Mexico" PINON
grant. OBAE plans to award more

than $7.3 million through these
grants that will be used toward

digital inclusion activities.

OBAE’s BEAD Coordinator, Andrew Wilder, Digital Equity Coordinator, Neala Krueger, and
the Project Manager that handles the GWEP program, Eric Rodgers, also provided key
updates on their various programs. The message of Broadband Day: OBAE is on the move!

During Broadband Day, two 4  grade classes from Carlos Gilbert Elementary School in
Santa Fe visited the Roundhouse. The 40 students toured the Capitol and then got the
opportunity to meet Lt. Gov. Howie Morales in the Senate Chamber. The kids asked
questions and got some wonderful lessons about state government.

Victory Quintana, OBAE's Tribal Coordinator and
Liaison and Steph Poston, OBAE's Tribal Advisor, offer

important Tribal broadband and funding information
during Broadband Day.

OBAE team members talking about prospective grants
and vital programs that are helping expand high-speed

internet across the state.

Broadband Day was a great success as industry leaders, lawmakers, constituents and
others interacted, gathering and sharing vital information in a unified mission to connect
New Mexico.

OBAE Government Affairs and Business Development
Consultant Scott Lopez (on left) speaks with Eduardo

Vargas of Traxyl, a fiber deployment technology
company.

Lt. Gov. Howie Morales spending time with 4th graders
from Carlos Gilbert Elementary School in Santa Fe.

Morales met with the students in the Senate Chamber
and took time to shake hands with each student.

Afterwards he talked about bills and state government
with the kids.

Throughout the day various organizations, internet
service providers and groups got a chance to tell

constituents and broadband supporters about their
broadband work and goals.

OBAE Acting Director Drew Lovelace speaks with
Espanola Public Schools Superintendent Eric Spencer

about the District's "Student Connect" award.

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can

unsubscribe below.
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