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$675 Million BEAD Program
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OBAE is pleased to announce that the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) has approved updates to OBAE's Broadband Equity Access and
Deployment (BEAD) challenge process results.

Under federal BEAD rules, all states and territories had to conduct a challenge process to
determine the locations that are eligible for BEAD funding. OBAE conducted its BEAD
challenge process between April 18 and August 29, 2024. While OBAE's results were
originally approved in December of 2024, these updated results factored in new enforceable
commitments for broadband deployment, overturned enforceable commitments that lacked
Tribal consent, defaulted enforceable commitments, and corrections to several TBCP
awards.

NTIA's approval of the updated results resolves a critical piece of uncertainty for applicants
and will allow OBAE to continue the subgrantee selection process with a set map of eligible
locations.

Currently 18 entities have submitted 66 applications for $675 million in New Mexico grants
through the federal BEAD program.

Entities competing for BEAD funding include 10 internet service providers, five cooperatives
and three Tribal communities. Sixteen of those applied for projects in more than one
location.

The 18 entities have applied for:

» 53 full-fiber projects
» 12 fixed wireless projects
» One low earth orbit satellite project

The total amount requested is more than $719 million. OBAE will review applications and
award grants from the $675 allocated by the federal government.

The applications targeted 144 unserved “project areas” in 31 New Mexico counties for
connectivity via terrestrial technology. BEAD funding is expected to provide high-speed
broadband to more than 31,000 unserved homes, businesses, farms and other locations
across the state.

OBAE will recommend the grant awards to the NTIA by the end of July. Once the federal
government approves the suggested projects, construction will begin. All projects must be
completed within four years.

Both NTIA and OBAE must approve the 66 BEAD applications.

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can
unsubscribe below.
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