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 Pentagon restores histories of Navajo Code Talkers, 
other Native American veterans after public outcry 

 By Terry Tang
Associated Press 

    PHOENIX — The Pentagon 
restored some webpages 
highlighting the crucial 
wartime contributions of 

Navajo Code Talkers and other Na-
tive American veterans on Wednes-
day, days after tribes condemned 
the action.

The initial removal was part of 
a sweep of any military content 
that promoted diversity, equity and 
inclusion, or commonly referred to 
as DEI. Following President Donald 
Trump’s broader executive order 
ending the federal government’s 
DEI programs, the Defense Depart-
ment deleted thousands of pages 
honoring contributions by women 

and minority groups. Department 

material was erroneously erased.
“In the rare cases that content is 

removed — either deliberately or by 
mistake — that is out of the clearly 
outlined scope of the directive, we 
instruct the components and they 
correct the content so it recognizes 
our heroes for their dedicated ser-
vice alongside their fellow Amer-
icans, period,” Pentagon press secre-
tary John Ullyot said in a statement.

‘Page not found’
Several webpages on the Code 

Talkers landed on a “404 - Page not  
 President Donald Trump meets with Navajo Code Talkers, Fleming 

the White House in Washington, Nov. 27, 2017. 

 
 Navajo Code Talker Thomas Begay salutes during the national anthem at the Arizona State Navajo Code Talkers Day celebration, Aug. 14, 
2022, in Phoenix. 

Removal alarms Code Talkers
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 By Vida Volkert
Staff writer 
vvolkert@gallupindependent.com 

 SANTA FE —   As state 
legislators wrap up this 
60-day session this week, 

vet-
erans 
have 
several 
reasons 
to cele-
brate.

New 
Mexico 
Gov. 
Mi-
chelle 
Lujan 
Grish-

am has signed two bills 

cant tax relief and recre-
ational opportunities for 
New Mexico veterans.

The House bills, 47 and 
161, were signed into law 
by the governor Thursday.

“Today marks an 
important step forward in 
how we honor and support 
our veterans in New 
Mexico,” the governor was 
quoted in a news release 

veterans deserve mean-
ingful support for their 

I’m proud to sign legisla-
tion that provides tangible 

families.”

The bills
House Bill 47 im-

plements constitutional 
amendments approved by 
voters in the 2024 general 

cantly expand property tax 
exemptions for veterans.

This legislation will 
raise the standard veteran 
property tax exemption 
from $4,000 to $10,000 
starting this year, with 

in subsequent years.
It also establishes a 

proportional property tax 

 NM veterans 
get property 
tax break, 
free access 
to state park s

    Michelle 
Lujan Grisham

 By Dana Martinez
Staff writer
dmartinez@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   The Office 
of Broadband Access and 
Expansion (OBAE) announced 
on March 3 that they would 
be part of a critical solution 
to Gallup and McKinley 
County’s recurring broadband 
outages – the long-awaited 
establishment of a redundancy 
line to serve as the communi-
ty’s broadband connection in 
the event of a disconnect.

This week OBAE and Sa-
cred Wind Communications/
Ethos Broadband shared more 
information about the partner-
ship and the roles each partner 
will play. OBAE’s announce-
ment cited that they would be 
working with Sacred Wind 
Communications/Ethos Broad-
band and CenturyLink/Lumen 
Technologies. Lumen Global 
Issues Director Mark Molzen 
was contacted for comment on 
the initiative and no reply was 
provided.

Response to outages
The internet outage in 

August served as the kickoff 
for the partnership between 
McKinley County, the City of 
Gallup, Sacred Wind, Lumen 
and other stakeholders. The 
outage was number 11 over the 
course of 10 years.

Several meetings since then 
have had the goal of address-
ing the broadband outages. 
At meetings in August and 
September stakeholders 
came to the same solution, 
for CenturyLink to establish 
a redundancy line to avoid 
any more broadband outages. 
Lumen was especially en-
couraged to explore potential 
interconnections between 
existing infrastructure and 
purchase redundancy access 
with Sacred Wind.

At the second meeting in 
September, Sacred Wind Com-
munications/Ethos Broadband 
General Manager Nectarios 
“Neo” Nicolaou said that, 
despite being encouraged to 
do so by local government 

much engagement with Sacred 
Wind to work on the issue.

OBAE comments
OBAE Acting Director 

Drew Lovelace was inter-
viewed by the Independent via 
phone on Tuesday. He ex-
plained the path to the partner-
ship and the roles each entity 
will play. First he explained 
that the OBAE operates as a 
grant-making agency which 
lacks authority to address 
the outages directly. In their 
announcement they cited 
that OBAE will be supplying 
$500,000 worth of equipment 
to construct a redundancy line, 
with Sacred Wind performing 
the construction. OBAE is 
utilizing the Statewide Educa-
tion Network (SEN) to support 
the construction. The line is 
estimated to be completed in 
the next six months.

Lovelace was asked what 
CenturyLink’s role in the 
solution is as it was not clearly 
outlined in the announcement. 
“Lumen has the existing trans-
port line that goes between 
Gallup and Albuquerque,” 
Lovelace replied, “and those 
are our critical lines. It’s kind 
of the long-standing old phone/
internet backhaul system from 

 Partnership 
addresses 
network 
resilience 
in McKinley 

 By Shaquana Desiderio
City Hall reporter
sdesiderio@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   With the 100th anniversary 
of Route 66 fast approaching, the Downtown 
Coordinating Committee sees a once-in-a-
century opportunity: breathe new life into 
downtown Gallup and show visitors — and 
residents—a community that’s thriving, not 
just surviving.

“As the downtown coordinating commit-
tee, we’ve been talking about how we can uti-
lize the Route 66 centennial as a springboard 
to improve our downtown and prepare it for 
the next hundred years,” said Tammy Parker, 
who is the city’s Community & Housing De-

velopment Specialist. “We just kind of want to 
let you know what we’re working on.”

Parker, along with Mary Walker, owner of 
Weaving in Beauty on Coal Avenue, presented 
their vision to city council recently. The plan? 
Take on some of Gallup’s toughest chal-
lenges—downtown vacancy, homelessness, 
and safety — with bold ideas and regional 
inspiration.

Learning from others
In the coming months, Parker and Walker 

plan to visit cities like Las Cruces, Albuquer-
que, and even Mesa, Arizona, to see what’s 
working in communities that encountered 
similar challenges.

“Las Cruces has a really amazing program 
that they’ve done with their homeless popula-
tion,” Parker said. “We’re hoping to visit those 
areas, get some information, and bring it and 
put something together for you.”

City Councilor Sarah Piano welcomed the 
idea but didn’t hold back voicing her concerns.

“I travel all over and I see the issues every-
where,” she said. “It’s not extinct. And I don’t 
think it will ever be extinct but I would be 
curious about what they’ve implemented.”

Walker emphasized the importance of 
breaking down silos — getting groups to work 
together instead of separately.

“It’s not a city thing; it’s a Gallup thing,” 
she said. “We’re going to throw our net out as 
wide as we possibly can. Get out of the silos 

and see what we can look at realistically as a 
community.”

A town facing tough truths
Walker didn’t sugarcoat the problems fac-

ing downtown Gallup.
“You’re not going to get people with ‘heads 

and beds’ if they’re being faced with some-
body doing drugs, dealing drugs… They don’t 
feel safe,” she said.

City Manager Frank Chiapetti echoed 
the concern, noting that many well-meaning 
efforts are happening in isolation.

“We’re duplicating services,” he said. “I 

 Downtown Committee to address homelessness 

 By Source NM staff 

    ALBQUERQUE – Dust 
storms, such as the one New 
Mexico experienced on Tuesday, 
don’t just pose visibility risks 
on the road. The New Mexi-
co Department of Health on 
Wednesday issued an advisory 
on the potential health risks dust 
storms carry, aimed particularly 
for residents living in Doña Ana 
and Luna counties. 

Those counties, a news 

release noted, typically average 
10 days annually when dust 
storms cause exceedances of the 
National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard for airborne particulate 
matter of 10 microns or less in 
size.

“Dust storms may be 
common in our region, and the 
health risks they pose are signif-

cer Dr. Miranda Durham said in 
a statement. “The microscopic 
particles can trigger respiratory 

issues, particularly for vulnera-
ble people. We urge residents to 
limit outdoor exposure during 
dust events and take appropri-
ate precautions to protect their 
health.”

Inhaling dust isn’t good for 
anyone. Coarse dust particles 
can irritate the lungs, which 
may trigger asthma attacks and 
allergic reactions, especially for 
those with underlying respirato-
ry issues.

Infants, children, and teens, 

older adults and people with re-
spiratory conditions like asthma, 
bronchitis, COPD and emphy-
sema or existing heart or lung 
disease, and pregnant women 
are particularly high risk.

Avoiding outdoor activ-
ity during dust storms or, if 
unavoidable, wearing protec-
tive covering is advised. More 
information on the risks of dust 
storms can be found online at 
www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/
my-air-quality/. 

 George Ducker/NM Forestry Division 

 A dust storm temporarily closed Interstate 25 at 
La Bajada Hill Tuesday. 

 NM health department warns of risk from dust storms 
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 WWII veteran and Navajo Code Talker Peter MacDonald Sr. is photographed at his home on the Navajo reservation in Tuba City, Arizona, in April 2020. 

 
 Navajo Code Talker Thomas Begay, left, shakes hands with Ron Enderle, right, a U.S. Marine veteran from 
the Korean War era, at the Arizona State Navajo Code Talkers Day ceremony, Aug. 14, 2022, in Phoenix. 

found” message Tuesday. Some were back up Wednes-
day — although any that also mention Native American 
Heritage Month remain down. Thousands of other pages 

process looking for content with DEI initiatives led to the 

resolution.

He also pointed out the 574 federally recognized tribes 

Native American leaders who also sent letters to the 
Trump administration.

sending thousands of messages without error on Japanese 

stumped Japanese military cryptologists.

with helping the U.S. win the war. Hundreds of Native 

still living today.
“That code became a very valuable weapon and not 

with DEI.”

he thinks the current administration needs to better walk 
the line between getting rid of DEI and ignoring history.

Removal of content not 
in line with president’s order

The Defense Department has had to issue reassurances 
that it is not omitting historic achievements by service-

agency also on Wednesday restored a webpage describing 

nese American service members were also restored.
“Everyone at the Defense Department loves Jack-

others — we salute them for their strong and in many 

“We do not view or highlight them through the prism of 

pages were removed at all.

the Department of Defense website is saving the United 

‘Tip of the iceberg’
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis of the Gila River Indian 

claiming there was missing content relating to all Native 

enrolled member of the tribe and one of six Marines 

Iwo Jima.

web content removal is “the tip of the iceberg.”

guage is skewed and made to sound like the diversity 

Navajo Code Talkers
Continued from Page 1

Homeless
Continued from Page 1

Veterans
Continued from Page 1

Broadband access
Continued from Page 1

exemption for disabled veterans that matches 

for exemption eligibility.

veterans residing in New Mexico with free ac-

passes and camping passes for areas operated by 

and Natural Resources Department.
The state park access provisions will take 

would ask that the downtown group work on the 
vibrancy of downtown by getting businesses in 
and by getting businesses to open more.”

ed.”

Ideas in motion

ing gates near the downtown walkway to control 

“That would keep all the people out that we 

everyone.

been addressed in other areas.”
Walker also thanked Garcia for her support.

Garcia is outreach — people that can help us 

More focus, not just more groups

for the many groups working on downtown 
issues but stressed the need for better focus.

having no success.”

phasized that having too many teams working 

need more duplication. We need more efforts. 

laboration matters.

not alone. I do think this is something the city 
needs to work on.”

occasion together. 

that is already in the ground.”

Sacred Wind comments

to subscribe to their network during a broadband outage. 
The agreement offers renewal service terms.

made in the interest of helping to provide the area with 

Wind will serve as the primary underlying provider of 

is prepared to hand off and begin steps towards test and 

said they will be ready for those steps on Monday. She 
noted that additional equipment needed for the next 

order is backlogged and delayed with shipping embar-
goes. 

‘A quick solution’

Sacred Wind was already building the line and is about 

will fund the contract and place an order for equipment 

really makes it a quick solution.” 

optic infrastructure along the Albuquerque to Gallup 

company plans to continue to build in the northwest 
corner of the state. 

Accessible and reliable

tine maintenance routines and improvements working to 
grow and expand the network where necessary.

provider and take your service needs and issues very 
seriously and are here to support our network infrastruc-
ture and customer demands for service for the duration.”

approved the solution that the team came up with.

High-speed internet access for all
As for continued maintenance and operational sup-

more customers for those providers that then make it a 

Lovelace said.  
High-speed internet access for all remains a primary 

efforts. Lovelace explained that their aim is to ensure that 
students and residents in rural areas can access reliable 

to provide coverage in hard-to-reach areas.

managing the education network and ensure that they 
continue to manage the long-term sustainability of 
broadband infrastructure in rural communities. 
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