
CONNECT NEW MEXICO COUNCIL MEETING  
Virtual via Zoom  
Thursday, July 18, 2026, 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
Welcome and Call to Order  
The meeting of the Connect New Mexico Council was called to order by Kevin Hopper, at 1:34 p.m., 
on Thursday, July 16, 2026. Mr. Hopper stated that the meeting is being recorded and will be posted 
to the Office of Broadband website and the Department of Information Technology website.  
 
Members Present  

Luis Reyes Launa Waller 
Godfrey Enjady  Jason Clack  
Steve Grey  Eli Guinnee  
Jim Ruybal  Kristin Hsueh 
Tomas Rodríguez Matthew Schimmel 
Stephen Lindsey  

 

Members Absent   
Isaac Bush  Jeff Woodman 
Katherine Crociata   

 

Others Present  
Jeff Lopez (OBAE) Andrew Wilder (OBAE) 
Kevin Hopper (OBAE) Aquiles Trujillo (OBAE) 
Matejka Santillanes Natalie Runyan (OBAE) 
Jennifer Nevarez (OBAE) Victory Quintana (OBAE) 
Mitch Hibbard  Cass Brulotte (OBAE) 
Heather Whittemore (OBAE)  

 
 

2. Approval of Meeting Agenda & Minutes  
MOTION Mr. Hopper welcomed newly appointed members Stephen Lindsey, Kristin Hsueh, Tomas 
Rodríguez, Jeff Woodman (absent) and Matthew Schimmel, then called for a motion to approve the 
Agenda for today’s meeting. Mr. Guinnee so moved, seconded by Jason Clack.  
VOTE: There being no opposition, the Agenda was approved.  
 
MOTION: Mr. Hopper moved to approve the June 2026 meeting minutes, so moved by Jason Clack 
and seconded by Ms. Waller.  
VOTE: There being no opposition the June 2026 meeting minutes were approved. 
 
 



3. Chair Comments 
Chairman Reyes welcomed the new council members. The Chairman stated that he did not have 
any new comments and proceeded with the next Agenda item, Working Group Updates.  
 

4. Working Group Updates 
a. Digital Readiness & Adoption – Eli Guinnee 

The recording for this portion of the meeting was unavailable, and no contemporaneous notes 
were made. As this was an update, no motions or votes took place. Mr. Guinnee says he 
reported that the Working Group met and had a presentation from NM Tech Talks about NM 
Tech Week and NM Tech Fest in October. 
 

b. Legislative & Policy – Katherine Crociata 
Ms. Crociata was not present so no comments were made on this working group. 
 

c. Mapping & Right of Way – Launa Waller 
Ms. Waller stated that she has started reaching out to get more people involved in the group and 
has scheduled a meeting for July 30. She also stated that working group member Natalie Runyan 
will be doing a demo on new NM Permitting Finder Tool 
Chairman Reyes had a question about resolving right of ways with the Department of 
Transportation concerning different districts and how right of ways are treated. Ms. Waller says 
she was not involved previously with that group, but she has worked with DOT in the past that 
feels that Right of ways are in a good place. 
 

d. Tribal Working Group – Godfrey Enjady 
Mr. Enjady stated that he was unable to attend the most recent Tribal Working Group meeting 
due to conflicting meetings with the FCC and Tribal leadership and stated that Ms. Quintana led 
the meeting in his absence. 
 
Major updates included NTIA’s opening of new tribal funding, which included the following:  
• Native Entities Grant: $250M total, up to $2.5M per tribe, focused on adoption and use. AI-
related components are eligible. 
• Infrastructure Funding: $500M available. NTIA clarified tribes can apply to serve areas even if a 
BEAD provider was previously selected and construction hasn’t begun. 
 
Mr. Enjady mentioned that there was a recent visit from FCC Commissioner Trustee to 
Mescalero to discuss broadband challenges; she toured local terrain and facilities including a 
new tribal data center. He stated that AI is being explored to preserve Apache language and 
cultural heritage due to loss of elders during COVID and mentioned that Tribal grant 
applications are due September 15–17, depending on program. Participation among New 
Mexico tribes in broadband initiatives is very high, Mr. Enjady said, estimating to be 75–90%. 
 
Ms. Quintana provided additional comments saying that the Tribal Working Group meeting was 
well attended. The group reviewed round 3 NTIA Tribal Broadband Capacity Program (TBCP) and 
USDA’s Billy Kinter presented on broadband programs in the Farm Bill.  

 



5. Office of Broadband Update (Director Jeff Lopez) 
Director Lopez reviewed history of the Office of Broadband and Connect New Mexico Council 
(created in 2021) and plans to seek legislation to formalize the relationship between the Office and 
the Council. Due to the election year, the Office cannot advocate for new legislation and is 
operating with limited guidance on budget and authority until a new governor is seated. 
 
Director Lopez provided updates on the BEAD program, stating that public comments on subgrant 
agreements had been completed with agreements needing to be signed by September 20. He 
announced one preliminary award to Resound was rescinded; exploring next steps with limited 
NTIA guidance. 
 
Per the Connect New Mexico Fund, Director Lopez stated that there are six Student Connect 
program awards (all to Resound) that are under corrective action. He also said that the PRC issued 
a rulemaking notice for broadband affordability (SB 152) and that OVBAE will submit comments. 
OBAE continues to provide outreach to increase participation in low-income broadband support 
programs and ETC (Eligible Telecommunications Carrier) training. 
 

6. Election of Officers Discussion 
Chairman Reyes raised the need to elect new Council officers (chair and vice chair). There was a 
general agreement to place elections on the next meeting agenda. Members discussed the need 
for a clear process for nominations and updated term information for all Council members on the 
website. Mr. Hopper said he would gather and term details. General appreciation was expressed 
for Luis’s leadership and for the work of Godfrey, Victory, and staff. 
 

7. Public Comment – Luis Reyes 
None. 
 

8. Executive Session 
Council moved to hold an executive session and removed all non-members save for staff of the 
Office of Broadband. 
 

9. Adjournment 
MOTION: There being no further business before the Council, Mr. Hopper called for a 
motion to adjourn. Mr. Ruybal so moved, seconded by Mr. Enjady 
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