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Bringing Connectivity to Your Community
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The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is dedicated to serving New Mexico with a
commitment to make high-speed broadband accessible to all New Mexicans. OBAE’s mission is
to expand and improve high-speed internet service with passionate leadership that drives bold,
equitable, affordable and inclusive broadband solutions. OBAE works with local, state and
federal entities to seek results that honor the state’s rich heritage and elevate quality of life for all.

High-Speed Happenings

More Progress in New Mexico's $675 Million BEAD Program

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has announced that the BEAD
Round 2 prequalification application process is complete. That process ended May 30.
OBAE will now be reviewing the prequalification applications to determine which entities can
formally apply for BEAD Round 2 grants.

Meanwhile, BEAD Round 1 applicants could know as early as this month if their projects are
preliminarily selected. When those projects get the green light, OBAE will know the
remaining locations that don’t have a broadband infrastructure proposal. Round 2 will focus
on remaining project areas and locations that did not receive an application in the first
round, which ran from January 3-March 24, 2025.

The state will be awarding $675 million in grants through BEAD.

For Round 2, providers of alternative technologies, such as low earth orbit (LEO) satellite
and unlicensed fixed wireless will be eligible to seek BEAD grants for the first time.

As in Round 1, Tribal communities, nonprofits, internet service providers, cooperatives and
other entities may also apply for BEAD grants in Round 2. BEAD applicants must submit a
Prequalification Application to apply for BEAD funding.

A reminder:

OBAE will decide whether an entity can move forward with a formal application by using the
following criteria:

Financial capabilities
Managerial capabilities
Technical capabilities
Legal and regulatory compliance
Operational capabilities
Ownership
Stewardship of other public funding

Both the state and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
must approve the final applications.

For more information on the BEAD program, CLICK HERE.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact New Mexico's BEAD Coordinator at:
Broadband@connect.nm.gov

Project Progress

Hundreds of Locations in Cibola and McKinley Counties Connected

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) is pleased to announce that thanks
to a $5.8 million grant through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA), fiber is now
connected to 109 homes in Ramah in Cibola County. OSO Internet Solutions built and
deployed the nearly 50-mile fiber network. The connected homes are in the Pine Meadow
Ranches. The fiber will be connected through Oso’s mainline connection with Lumen
Technologies and cross through sections of Ramah Navajo Tribal Allotments to reach the
Pine Meadows areas.

The broadband speeds are 100 mbps Download/100 mbps Upload.

The Ramah project is in Senate District 4 and NM House District 6.

Ramah

OBAE has also announced that two key projects in McKinley County funded by an ARPA
grant are now online. Sacred Wind Communications/Commnet has deployed Fixed Wireless
installations that’s connecting 410 locations that had been unserved.

The first project brings broadband to the Western Skies subdivision in Gallup. That project is
serving 162 locations with speeds of 100/100 mbps Download/Upload.

The completed project is in Senate District 3 and NM House District 9.

Western Skies-Gallup

The second project is just east of Gallup in the unincorporated community of Thoreau where
248 locations are now connected with the same speeds.

Both projects overseen by OBAE are the result of a $1,041,926 ARPA grant.

This project is in Senate Districts 4 and 22 and in NM House Districts 6 and 69.

Thoreau

New Mexico Ranks 2nd Nationally in Securing Broadband Funds for
Schools and Libraries

New Mexico has secured nearly $60 million in federal funding over the past five years to
improve internet infrastructure in schools and libraries, rankling 2  in the country for
effectively using available federal broadband dollars for these essential institutions.

The state has used nearly 88% of its available federal E-rate funds, which provide discounts
on internet access services based on students eligible for free or reduced-price lunches.
This marks an improvement from New Mexico's previous 5th place ranking. The remaining
12% of the federal funds went unused when the 5-year E-rate budget cycle ended.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) partnered with the Public School
Facilities Authority (PSFA) to help schools and libraries navigate the application process,
providing technical support and specialized consultants.

“This success means better WiFi and connectivity for students, teachers, and library patrons
across New Mexico,” said Ovidiu Viorica, Statewide Education Network’s Broadband and
Technology Manager.

 New Mexico Races to #1 Nationally in Internet Speed Performance
Improvement

New Mexico has become the top state nationally for having the biggest year-over-year
increase in the percentage of Speedtest users experiencing broadband speeds of 100/20
Mbps. Speedtest.net, also known as Speedtest by Ookla, reported that between the last six
months of 2023 and the last half of 2024, New Mexico increased the percentage of
Speedtest users with 100/20 Mbps by 20.5%.

The boost shows that more New Mexicans are achieving higher, more reliable broadband
speeds.

The speed increases are happening for a
variety of reasons:

Development—more homes and businesses
are gaining access to faster internet as more
neighborhood and other construction take place
across the state.

Fiber first: fiber is a priority for new locations
receiving broadband, offering better latency and better-quality high-speed internet.

Awareness—more New Mexicans are understanding that greater speeds are
available and taking advantage of gaining access to faster internet.

New Mexicans in all parts of the state saw large percentages
in increased internet speeds during the year-long period.
Some notable changes include:

South Santa Fe, where speed test increases saw a
73% boost due largely to new development. Service
there is provided by cable Xfinity and fixed wireless by NMSurf.

Rural Chaparral in Dona Ana and Otero counties. New technology and a rise in
speed test awareness led to a 52% increase in broadband users experiencing
higher speeds.  Five providers there offer licensed fixed wireless, cable, and fiber
broadband.

Navajo Nation north of Gallup around Coyote Canyon saw a 40% change and
33% in Navajo/Ramah south of Gallup.

The percentage of New Mexicans with high-
speed internet is expected to rise even more
during the next few years.

The 100/20 Mbps speed is universally
considered a strong internet speed for most
household needs, well suited for utilizing

home devices, streaming videos, playing online games and other internet programs.

For more information about New Mexico broadband mapping, speeds and project locations,
CLICK HERE.

OBAE and Information Technology Department Help State Agencies Learn
About Web Content Accessibility Guidelines

DoIT Public Information Officer Renee Narvaiz (right) speaks to state agencies about the Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines that must be in place by April 2026.

Last month the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) and Accessible New
Mexico partnered with the Department of Information Technology (DoIT) and the Digital
Accessibility and Inclusion Collaborative (NM Co-Lab) to host a workshop for state agencies
to help staff understand and prepare for new national web content accessibility standards.
The training took place on May 15, Global Accessibility Awareness Day (GAAD), an annual
event dedicated to raising awareness about digital accessibility and supporting actions to
improve digital access and technology solutions for people with disabilities. More than 30
participants from state government attended the workshop in person at the State Personnel
Office Building in Santa Fe, while 45 attended online. The workshop focused on the newly
developed Web Content Accessibility Guidelines, a set of more than 50 requirements that
state and local governments must follow to meet legal obligations for web and mobile app
accessibility under Title II of the American Disabilities Act (ADA). The Department of Justice
finalized the new rules in 2024, and state and local governments are legally mandated to
comply with web content and mobile app requirements outlined by April 2026. To learn
more, please visit https://connect.nm.gov/accessibility 

Dozens of New Mexico Students Graduate from Broadband Training
Program

The Santa Fe Community
College (SFCC) Office of
Continuing Education and
Workforce Development is
hosting valuable broadband
training and certification
opportunities for students in
New Mexico. On May 16th,
32 students graduated from
the five-day, hands-on
intensive Fiber Optic
Technician training program
to earn three certifications
from the Fiber Optic
Association. These are
recognized throughout the world and aligned to industry standards including: Certified Fiber
Optic Technician, Certified Fiber Optic Specialist in Splicing, and Certified Fiber Optic
Specialists in Testing and Maintenance.

From May 19-23, 25 more students
participated in the SFCC Fiber Optic
Technician training and certification program
in Artesia, and two more classes are already
scheduled for August 25-29 and November
17-21. Local residents of New Mexico may
be eligible for a scholarship to cover the
tuition costs.

To learn more and to apply online visit:
https://www.protecsantafe.com/programs 

SFCC also offered a one-day Fiber to the
Home training and certification class in
Santa Fe last month. This class was so
popular, SFCC opened a second one and
has arranged a one-day Outside Plant
Cabling training and certification class on
August 30, 2025.

Kris Swedin, Dean of the Office of SCC
Continuing Education and Workforce
Development addresses Fiber Optic Technician graduates.

OBAE Participates in Broadband Networking and Job Fair 

Catherine Nicolaou, the City of Albuquerque's Broadband Program Manager, delivers remarks at the Broadband
Networking and Job Fair.

Last month the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) participated in the
Broadband Networking and Job Fair at the Santa Fe Community College (SFCC) Higher
Education Center. OBAE hosted an information table alongside other organizations, ISPs
and agencies including New Mexico Workforce Solutions and the Regional Development
Corporation (RDC). Attendees included alumni and more than 30 graduates who just
completed SFCC’s Fiber Optic Technician training and certification program. Opening
remarks were made by SFCC President Becky Rowley and the keynote address was
delivered by Catherine Nicolaou, the City of Albuquerque's first Broadband Program
Manager. Gabriel Montoya of OBAE also shared a few words of inspiration with the crowd.
He served as a Broadband Program Specialist for Tribal Connectivity and Nation to Nation
Coordination with the Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth (OICG) at the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) in Washington, D.C.

State Broadband Office Supports Tribal Communities During MMIP Day

Staff at the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) showed their support by
attending the Indian Affair Department’s Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons
Awareness Day on May 5 at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. Part of OBAE’s mission is to
engage and assist Tribal communities across New Mexico.

OBAE staff members joined Tribal leaders, government and community agencies, and
families who had lost loved ones in an Honor Walk, remembering those victims of MMIP and
calling for justice.

The important observance featured speakers, informative presentations and even some
traditional dances. MMIP advocates noted that four out of five Native American women
experience violence in their lifetime, and one out of three experience sexual assault.
Albuquerque and Gallup have the highest numbers of MMIP in New Mexico.

OBAE Attends All Pueblo Council of Governors Meeting

Pueblo governors meeting May 22 at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center.

OBAE staff attended a meeting of the All Pueblo Council of Governors last month at the
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque. The gathering addressed vital needs and
strategies for Tribal communities. Topics included the federal budget and how it relates to
water resources, infrastructure, broadband and other Tribal programs. Victory Quintana,
OBAE'S Tribal Coordinator and Liaison, and Gabe Montoya, OBAE's Broadband Strategic
and Tribal Engagement Consultant, delivered remarks, providing the Council with updates
on broadband funding and opportunities. 

The All Pueblo Council of Governors is a leadership and political organization that focuses
on the Sovereign rights of Pueblos, working on legislative, cultural, governmental and
educational issues.

Gabe Montoya, OBAE's Broadband Strategic and Tribal Engagement Consultant, addresses Tribal governors at the
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque.

Victory Quintana, OBAE's Tribal Coordinator and Liaison, takes notes during the All Pueblo Council of Governors.
Quintana is among those at OBAE who help Tribes learn about broadband opportunties, funding and infrastructure.

State Broadband Office and Department of Information Technology
Participate in Governor’s Spring Fling

OBAE Business Operations Specialist Shawna Rosales and DoIT's Public Information Officer Renee Narvaiz joined in
the fun during the Spring Fling.

More than 1,000 New Mexican children enjoyed a Spring Fling at the Governor’s Mansion
on May 17. There was plenty of fun and games on tap as state agencies helped provide a
carnival atmosphere for the youngsters. Many children and their families in the Children,
Youth & Families Department system came for the day of fun. Staff members from the
Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) and the Department of Information
Technology (DoIT) participated. DoIT and OBAE shared a table and provided activities and
prizes for the kids.

Upcoming Events
 

OBAE to Attend Cabinet in Your Community June 5 in Hobbs

OBAE representatives are looking forward to connecting with residents in Hobbs on June 5
as part of the Governor’s Cabinet in Your Community tour. Details are above.

OBAE staff will be available to address questions about broadband expansion and
infrastructure deployment across the state. The Office will also discuss details about grant
awards, available state and federal grant programs, ongoing and future broadband projects
and other items.  

Hundreds of millions of federal and state dollars are currently available to deploy high-speed
internet to unserved and underserved locations across New Mexico.

Cabinet in Your Community events serve as an opportunity for local residents to address the
Governor's Cabinet and to ask questions about services and problems in their communities.

Fiber Connect 2025 Summit

June 1-4, 2025

Nashville, TN

Get ready to experience the most dynamic and engaging edition of Fiber Connect yet!

With new events, programs, and features, Fiber Connect 2025 is designed to inspire,
educate, and connect every aspect of the broadband ecosystem. This year’s theme, “Light It
Up,” celebrates the transformative power of fiber broadband, opening doors to innovation,
economic growth, and better lives for communities worldwide.

Join more than 5,000 broadband leaders who will usher in the next wave of opportunity and
connectivity.

The summit includes:

Expanded Educational Programs
Exclusive Networking Opportunities
Enriching Panel Sessions
A Showcase of Innovation at the Exhibit Hall.

Click here for details and registration.

Network News
 

States Weighing Response to Trump's Cancellation of Digital Equity
Funding

Albuquerque Mayor Rolls Out New Regulations Governing Fiber
Construction

FCC Report: 94 Percent of Locations Have Broadband Access

Verizon: What’s next for 5G now that deployments are underway

Wireless Market Increasingly Competitive: AT&T

Georgia, Wisconsin Ask Department of Commerce to Remove BEAD
Roadblocks

Ohio CWA: Don’t Use BEAD Money to Fund Starlink

Louisiana Contractor Again Urging BEAD Progress

Senators including Virginia’s Warner push Trump to release broadband
deployment funding

Cable, Utilities at Odds on Contractor Approval for Pole Work

North Carolina Announces $33M in Broadband Funding, Brightspeed Wins
Big Again

A closer look at how fiber benefits AT&T's mobile business

Maine Lawmakers: Reverse Digital Equity Cancellations

Illinois Opens BEAD Wave 2 Application Window

Contact Information:
If you have any questions or comments for OBAE please email them to:

Broadband@connect.nm.gov

Or you can call OBAE at: (505) 690-2128

OBAE website

Connect with us on Facebook

Check us out on Linkedin

OBAE Team:
BEAD Coordinator
Andrew Wilder

Digital Equity Coordinator
Neala Krueger

GWEP Contact and Project Manager
Eric Rodgers

Tribal Coordinator and Liaison
Valerie "Victory" Quintana

Mapping--Geospatial Information Officer 
Natalie Runyan

Project Manager Bureau Chief
Richard Govea

Statewide Education Network Broadband and Technology Manager
Ovidiu Viorica

Public Relations Coordinator
Mike Curtis

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can

unsubscribe below.
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