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Bringing Connectivity to Your Community
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The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is dedicated to serving New Mexico with a
commitment to make high-speed broadband accessible to all New Mexicans. OBAE’s mission is
to expand and improve high-speed internet service with passionate leadership that drives bold,
equitable, affordable and inclusive broadband solutions. OBAE works with local, state and
federal entities to seek results that honor the state’s rich heritage and elevate quality of life for all.

High-Speed Happenings

OBAE Welcomes New Director

Jeff Lopez, OBAE Director

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has a new leader.

Last week, Gov. Lujan Grisham announced the appointment of Jeff Lopez as Director of
OBAE.

Lopez brings extensive federal policy and infrastructure expertise to his new leadership role
and is poised to advance the state’s digital connectivity agenda. 

As the head of OBAE, Lopez oversees hundreds of millions of dollars in grants for
broadband expansion, deployment and services. He supervises bold broadband initiatives,
including the massive federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program,
the Connect NM Fund, the Statewide Education Network, OBAE’s Student Connect initiative
and multiple Tribal grant programs.

“Jeffrey possesses the perfect combination of federal policy knowledge, broadband program
prowess, and familiarity with New Mexico communities that our state needs to maximize the
historic broadband investments underway,” said Gov. Lujan Grisham. “His leadership will
help ensure every New Mexican has access to reliable, high-speed internet, from our rural
communities to our Tribal nations.” 

“I am honored and humbled by the governor’s confidence in me to manage this important
agency,” said Lopez. “Broadband is critical to our state's future, and it’s imperative we
continue to foster connectivity for our rural and Tribal communities. Access to affordable
high-speed broadband will mean true success for New Mexico families, improving health,
education and job opportunities and helping communities thrive.”

Lopez brings more than 13 years of federal experience in support of New Mexicans. Prior to
this appointment, he served as senior policy advisor to U.S. Senator Ben Ray Luján. Lopez
managed the senator’s role as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Communications, Media,
and Broadband and worked directly on legislation that created the federal BEAD program
through which New Mexico is receiving $675 million to connect unserved and underserved
households across the state. 

Lopez also coordinated the senator's bipartisan work to create the Universal Service Fund
(USF) Working Group which is considering potential changes to the Fund managed by the
Federal Communications Commission.

In addition, the Governor appointed Aquiles “Alex” Trujillo to serve as Deputy Director.
Trujillo brings more than 20 years of broadband and telecommunications leadership,
including previous experience with OBAE in 2022, where he directed the statewide
Technical Assistance Program and authored key components of New Mexico’s Middle Mile
Strategy. 

Federal Government Revamps New Mexico's Largest Broadband
Infrastructure Funding Program

OBAE Contacting Providers and Others About New National Rules That Seek to
Ensure All Technologies Are Considered

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has been notifying broadband
providers and other entities about the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration's (NTIA) restructuring of the federal Broadband Equity, Access, and
Deployment (BEAD) Program, a move that means OBAE must comply with new rules to
expand and deploy broadband infrastructure.

The federal changes affect all 50 states and 6 territories, and the reforms are designed to
ensure all broadband technologies are considered in grant applications. States and
territories have until September 4 to implement the new guidance and submit their final
proposals. The NTIA has committed to review and approve all final broadband infrastructure
proposals within 90 days.

The new guidance requires all states and territories to conduct at least one additional grant
application round for all eligible locations, regardless of where the state was in its
subgrantee selection process. NTIA is calling the new round of applications the “Benefit of
the Bargain” round.

“This change represents a significant shift in the structure and priorities of the BEAD
program, but we believe we will still achieve a positive outcome,” said Andrew Wilder, BEAD
Coordinator at the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion. “At the end of the day, our
mission is unchanged: universal connectivity for all New Mexicans.”

The restructuring means the state must rescind any preliminary and provisional selections
and notify prospective awardees of the new application process.

All previously submitted applications must be rescored and selected based on the new
guidance, not the state’s previously approved selection criteria. Local governments, Tribal
communities, nonprofits, internet service providers, cooperatives and other entities are
eligible to apply for BEAD funding. Grants will be awarded in all parts of New Mexico.

The reforms also require all eligible entities to revise their maps of BEAD-eligible locations,
removing locations that have existing service, are already slated to receive service through
another federal or state award, and for various other reasons.

The results mean that in New Mexico, approximately 30,000 unserved and underserved
locations will be eligible for BEAD funding.

Since BEAD began in 2021 as part of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the
program sought a fiber-first approach. Now the NTIA has instituted a “technology neutral
approach,” calling on states to hold another round of bidding where all technologies will be
reviewed.

The NTIA’s latest Policy Notice on the BEAD program includes the following reforms:

Technology Neutrality: the program now allows all broadband technologies to
compete equally, removing previous restrictions that favored fiber deployments.
Streamlined Subgrantee Selection: states and territories must conduct an
additional “Benefit of the Bargain Round” for broadband solutions.
Elimination of Regulatory Burdens: previous administrative requirements related
to rate regulation, labor, climate, and government-owned networks have been
removed.

The national BEAD program maintains its $42.45 billion budget but shifts priorities regarding
broadband expansion and deployment.

The reforms come as New Mexico had begun to award $675 million in grants through
BEAD, the state’s largest broadband funding program to build and expand broadband
infrastructure.

If you want more information or have questions, please email Andrew Wilder, OBAE's BEAD
Coordinator at Andrew.wilder@connect.nm.gov

For more information on BEAD, CLICK HERE.

OBAE's BEAD Coordinator, Andrew Wilder, recently hosted a webinar covering the
changes to the BEAD Program in compliance with NTIA's BEAD Restructuring Policy
Notice. The webinar provided an overview of notable changes, a working timeline for
New Mexico's restructured BEAD implementation, high-level details of the Benefit of
the Bargain round, and time for Q&A.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH THE JUNE 25 BEAD WEBINAR

Members of New Mexico's Federal Delegation Among Leaders to Call on
Administration to Fully Implement BEAD

The following is a press release issued by NM U.S. Sen. Ben Ray Lujan as members of
Congress and the Senate call on the U.S. Commerce Secretary to move the BEAD program
forward as originally planned by federal lawmakers:

Luján, Heinrich, Leger Fernández, And Over 40 Members of the House and
Senate Tell the Trump Administration: Reverse Course and Fully

Implement Broadband

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Senators Ben Ray Luján (D-N.M.), Ranking Member of the
Senate Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Telecommunications and Media, Martin
Heinrich (D-N.M.), along with Representative Terese Leger Fernández (D-N.M.) and over 40
of their colleagues called on Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick to fully implement the
Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program as Congress intended to
connect all Americans to high-quality, affordable internet. This letter comes as the
Department of Commerce announced substantial changes to the implementation of the
BEAD program. 

“We write to express our opposition to the Department of Commerce’s recently announced
BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice,” wrote the Lawmakers. “The Broadband Equity,
Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program was established by Congress in the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law to provide high-quality, affordable, and sustainable broadband to connect
the nearly 25 million Americans that continue to wait for high-speed internet access. We
urge you to ensure that states receive the full funding and flexibility they retained prior to the
issuance of the restructuring notice to fully meet these statutory objectives.” 

“The broadband division of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law begins with this congressional
finding: ‘Access to affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband is essential to full participation
in modern life in the United States,’” the Lawmakers continued. “This fundamental reality
is why the BEAD program was established to fulfill the subsequent finding that ‘the benefits
of broadband should be broadly enjoyed by all.’”

The letter was also signed by U.S. Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Richard Blumenthal
(D-Conn.), Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Del.), Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), Chris Coons (D-Del.),
Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii), Angus King (I-Maine), Ed Markey (D-Mass.), Jon Ossoff (D-Ga.),
Gary Peters (D-Mich.), Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.), Tina Smith (D-Minn.), and Raphael Warnock
(D-Ga.) as well as Representatives Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.), Bishop (D-Ga.), Bynum (D-Ore.),
Carson (D-Ind.), Carter (D-La.), Cleaver (D-Mo.), Davis (D-Ill.), DelBene (D-Wash.), Evans
(D-Pa.), Fields (D-La.), Figures (D-Ala.), Garcia (D-Texas), Goodlander (D-N.H.), Hoyle (D-
Ore.), Huffman (D-Calif), Lofgren (D-Calif.), McGovern (D-Mass.), Menendez (D-N.J.),
Mrvan (D-Ind.), Neguse (D-Colo.), Pappas (D-N.H.), Scholten (D-Mich), Sewell (D-Ala.),
Soto (D-Fla.), Thompson (D-Miss.), Titus (D-Nev.), Tlaib (D-Mich.), Tokuda (D-Hawaii),
Williams (D-Ga.), and Wilson (D-Fla.).  

The full text of the letter is available here 

More than $2 Million Still Available in GWEP Grants

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) wants to remind entities that there
is $2.2 million in grants still available through the state’s Grant Writing, Engineering and
Planning Program (GWEP).

The state had allocated $5 million to the program to help Tribes, local governments and
cooperatives attain grants to help them provide broadband to unserved locations.

GWEP funds are specifically designed to go toward planning, engineering and grant writing
to help entities construct and deploy broadband in their areas.

OBAE has now issued 28 GWEP awards, totaling $2.8 million. The recipients include 13
local governments, 12 Tribal communities and three cooperatives.

“This funding will lead to accelerated projects in remote parts of the state where internet
connection is badly needed," said Eric Rodgers, OBAE Project Manager and GWEP
Coordinator. “We continue to aggressively seek to bridge the digital divide in New Mexico as
quickly as possible.”

OBAE encourages Tribal governments, local governments, rural telephone cooperatives
and rural electric cooperatives to submit applications. Matching funds is not required. These
grants are not competitive, but assistance grants, aimed at kick-starting broadband
infrastructure projects.

To apply for a GWEP grant, click here: https://obae.submittable.com/submit

Entities that have already received awards are entitled to receive a second.

The maximum amount allowed for each award under this state program is $100,000.

Internet service providers are not eligible.

OBAE Delivers Broadband News at State Tribal Leaders Summit

Gov. Lujan Grisham at the State Tribal Leaders Summit in Santa Fe

Tribal Leaders from Pueblos and Nations met with Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, cabinet
secretaries and state Tribal liaisons at the annual State Tribal Leaders Summit in Santa Fe
on June 10th.

Department of Information Technology Secretary and former OBAE Acting Director Manny
Barreras offered a broadband update and spoke about the agency’s mission. Barreras also
discussed with state and Tribal leaders the termination of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration's (NTIA) funding for digital equity, known as the PINON grant
in New Mexico (Promoting Internet Needs of New Mexicans) and the $7 million impact it will
have.

"These gatherings are critical in addressing the mutual concerns between Tribal and state
leadership," said Gov. Lujan Grisham. "I am honored to collaborate with Tribal and Pueblo
leaders to solve challenges and improve life for Native Americans and all New Mexicans
across our state."

(Left to right) Gabriel Montoya, OBAE Broadband
Support Team; Sec. Manny Barreras, Department of
Information Technology (DoIT); and Victory Quintana,
OBAE Tribal Broadband Coordinator & Liaison

(Left to right) NM Representative Yanira Gurrola, District
16 in Bernalillo County; and Gabriel Montoya, OBAE
Broadband Support Team

Leaders also discussed economic issues and developments at the Indian Affairs
Department, including capital outlay and Tribal infrastructure funding.

OBAE and DoIT Help Constituents at Governor's Cabinet in Your
Community Event in Hobbs

The Office of Broadband Access and
Expansion (OBAE) participated in Gov. Lujan
Grisham’s Cabinet in Your Community Agency
Expo and Town Hall in Hobbs last month.
Cabinet in Your Community provided the
Governor and her Cabinet an opportunity to
discuss issues with constituents as part of an
outreach program to help residents learn
about available state and federal resources.
State leaders helped residents understand
various government services to get the
support they need.

OBAE and the Department of Information
Technology shared a table at the Hobbs expo
event. DoIT Secretary and former OBAE
Acting Director Manny Barreras, Renee
Narvaiz, DoIT's Public Information Officer, and
Jennifer Nevarez from the OBAE Broadband
Support Team greeted attendees, answered

questions, and shared information on Department and OBAE projects, services, and
opportunities.

OBAE shared valuable and timely
information about broadband grant
funding opportunities with the Hobbs City
Manager and staff, New Mexico Junior
College staff and their IT Department. The
team was also able to familiarize 
community members about OBAE
programs and progress.

The team also educated community
members on how to take the New Mexico
Internet Speed Test, to find Broadband
Service Area updates, maps and data, to
register for upcoming Fiber Technician
workforce trainings, certifications, and
scholarship opportunities, to attend the
next annual Network Operators
Conference in Albuquerque in September,
and to access information on new Digital
Content Accessibility compliance
requirements.

Mescalero Library Hosts Device Distribution Event

The Office of Broadband Access and
Expansion (OBAE) continues to work
with national and local stakeholders to
develop a computer device and
distribution network. The project helps
connect individual and corporate donors
with regional nonprofit organizations that
can refurbish and distribute technology to
community members in need of a device.
On June 17, members of the Mescalero
Community Library hosted a device
distribution event at their new location,
serving the Mescalero Apache tribe.
Community members in need received a
hands-on orientation. They got some 
basic computer training, cybersecurity
tips and received a refurbished laptop
donated through Digitunity.  

Digitunity is a national nonprofit
organization with a mission to make
computer ownership a reality for needy
constituents. OBAE initially began working with Digitunity to identify and mobilize device
donations and distributions in the wake of the fires and floods in the region last year.
Thousands of New Mexicans face barriers to digital opportunities because they don’t have a
computer.

OBAE’s Broadband Mapping and Data Hub

OBAE has a comprehensive and detailed mapping system that will help you navigate
throughout the state to learn more about served and unserved broadband locations, current
infrastructure, future broadband projects and other important information. The Hub provides
broadband maps and discloses where grants are funding high-speed internet projects.

To check out the Mapping Hub and Data, CLICK HERE.

Upcoming Events
Second Annual Four Corners Broadband Future Conference

The 2  annual Broadband Future Conference will be held on August 26 at the Henderson
Fine Arts Center at San Juan College in Farmington. Four Corners Economic Development
and the Alliance for Navajo Broadband are hosting the event.

Broadband leaders, industry experts and others will discuss the future of broadband for the
Four Corners region. There will be discussions about state and federal legislation, job
creation, economic development, education and other top issues impacting the broadband
world.

The address for the Conference is 4601 College Blvd. Farmington, NM

Vendors and others are encouraged to reserve a table for the conference.

For more information, email: broadband@4cornersed.com or visit:

Alliance for Navajo Broadband

Four Corners Economic Development

New Mexico Tribal Working Group (TWG) Meeting

July 9th, 12:00pm-1:15pm MDT

Join the monthly Tribal Working Group (TWG) meeting to stay updated on broadband
initiatives benefiting New Mexico's Tribes. Everyone is welcome! Meetings are the second
Wednesday of the month.

Agenda

Updates from OBAE
Updates from Connect NM
Guest Speaker: Margaret Merrill, Oso Internet Solutions, Owner
Announcements

Microsoft Teams Link

Join the meeting

Meeting ID: 222 700 323 665

Passcode: fF2Cj2PU

Mission: Support Tribes in developing broadband infrastructure to enhance access to
healthcare, education, and economic opportunities. The group focuses on funding access,
technical support, and workforce development while protecting Tribal sovereignty.

Digital Navigators with USAC: Feedback Session for Serving on Tribal
Lands

July 10, 2025 - 10:00am

You are invited to join the Universal Service Administrative Company's Tribal Liaison and
Lifeline team for a high-level discussion of the Lifeline benefit, ways to apply, and review of
available resources. The goal of this session is to gather feedback on program learning
materials, best practices and additional ways USAC can support consumers and the digital
navigator community. There will be time for Q and A. 

To register for the webinar, click here.

Network News
Supreme Court Upholds Universal Service Fund, 6-3

22 States Sue Trump Administration Over ‘Unlawful’ Federal Grant
Cancellations

Industry, Advocates Hail Preservation of USF, But Say Reforms are Still
Needed

More Than 40 Members of Congress Write to Lutnick About BEAD
Changes

BEAD Panel Urges ISPs Not to Panic Under New Rules

Trump Administration Announces the Benefit of the Bargain BEAD

Program that Removes Regulatory Burdens, Lowers Costs and Expands
Use of All Technologies

Lutnick Promises New Funding Notice for BEAD, Funds Released This
Year

States Could Still Use Statute to Favor Fiber for BEAD: Experts

Trump administration changes funding rules for broadband expansion

Non-Deployment BEAD Funds In Jeopardy, State Officials Say

N.M. Governor Names Director, Deputy for Broadband Office

What Might Tribal Funding Cuts Mean for Tribal Tech?

Texas Asks Feds for More Time to Meet BEAD Deadline

Advocates: Fine Print in New BEAD Notice Favors Satellite Providers

Contact Information:
If you have any questions or comments for OBAE, please email them to:

Broadband@connect.nm.gov

OBAE Office: (505) 637-1911

OBAE website

Connect with us on Facebook

Check us out on Linkedin

OBAE Team:
Director
Jeff Lopez

Deputy Director
Aquiles "Alex" Trujillo

BEAD Coordinator
Andrew Wilder

Digital Equity Coordinator
Neala Krueger

GWEP Contact and Project Manager
Eric Rodgers

Tribal Coordinator and Liaison
Valerie "Victory" Quintana

Mapping--Geospatial Information Officer 
Natalie Runyan

Project Manager Bureau Chief
Richard Govea

Statewide Education Network Broadband and Technology Manager
Ovidiu Viorica

Public Relations Coordinator
Mike Curtis

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can

unsubscribe below.
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