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Bringing Connectivity to Your Community
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The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion is dedicated to serving New Mexico with a
commitment to make high-speed broadband accessible to all New Mexicans. OBAE’s mission is
to expand and improve high-speed internet service with passionate leadership that drives bold,
equitable, affordable and inclusive broadband solutions. OBAE works with local, state and
federal entities to seek results that honor the state’s rich heritage and elevate quality of life for all.

From the Director's Chair
Jeff Lopez

During this past month, OBAE has seen a whirlwind
of activity as we continue to move quickly, efficiently
and thoughtfully in our ongoing efforts to connect
New Mexico. Our plan is to award projects for all of
New Mexico by the end of 2026. The state’s largest
broadband funding program, the federal Broadband
Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) program,
reached a milestone in August as we entered our
public comment phase for our Final Proposal. BEAD
involves hundreds of millions of dollars to bring high-
speed internet to more than 40,000 locations across
New Mexico. Our other state and federally funded projects are beginning to connect
customers, and this past month OBAE awarded disaster grants to help address broadband
issues in the wake of fires and floods in Lincoln County. And, as always, we at OBAE are
working closely with Tribal communities to ensure they have the tools and information to
help them successfully build much-needed broadband infrastructure.

Yes, the lift is heavy, but thanks to our many partnerships,
teamwork with entities and our dedicated OBAE team, more
and more New Mexicans are now receiving and will soon be
receiving high-speed internet as part of our vital mission.

High-Speed Happenings
 

OBAE Seeks Public Comment on Massive Federal Broadband Deployment
Proposal

Week-long Public Comment Period on BEAD Final Proposal EndsTonight

New Mexico's Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program is swiftly
moving forward.

This past week, the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has been asking
the public for comment on a BEAD proposal that will determine how hundreds of millions of
dollars in federal grants are used to expand high-speed internet statewide.

The public is invited to provide input on OBAE's Final Proposal to award grants through the
BEAD program. The seven-day comment period is the final step before the agency can
submit the proposal, which outlines the state’s plan to connect more than 43,000 unserved
and underserved locations. 

You can read the draft Final Proposal here. 

Comments may be submitted through the web form here through 11:59pm tonight.

OBAE has preliminarily approved 32 projects for BEAD funding to 17 entities: 

9 internet service providers and low Earth orbit satellite companies 
5 cooperatives
3 Tribal communities 

The approved BEAD projects span multiple technologies, including 44% of the locations
served with fiber, 40% of the locations served with fixed wireless, and 16% of the locations
served by low Earth orbit satellite. 

“Our BEAD program will close the digital divide and will ensure thousands of New Mexico
families will soon receive high-speed broadband,” said Jeff Lopez, Director of OBAE.
“Broadband is necessary for all families to receive critical services and information to stay
connected and to succeed in our ever-changing world.” 

The Final Proposal represents the culmination of years of work, including extensive
stakeholder and Tribal engagement across the state. It also reflects changes as a result of
the NTIA’s BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice, which required the state to implement new
federal guidance and submit its Final Proposal by Sept. 4.  

The NTIA has notified states that it will review and approve all final proposals within 90
days.  

New Mexico received $675 million which represents part of the $42.5 billion BEAD program
funding allocated across all 50 states and six territories to connect unserved and
underserved locations nationwide. 

Isleta Pueblo Breaks Ground for Major Broadband Project

Digging has begun at Isleta Pueblo on a $26 million broadband project. The fiber project will
connect 1,500 homes, businesses, a health clinic and school. The project, funded by a 2022
grant from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, will use 77
miles of fiber.

From left to right: Head War Captain Joey Lucero, 1st Lt. Governor Charles Jojola, Councilman Frank Lujan,Councilman
Ron Olgin, Governor Eugene Jiron, Council President Joseph Lucero, Council Vice President Brian Jiron, Council

Secretary Anthony Jiron, 2nd Lt. Governor Rodney Jones.

“This is a generational investment,” said Rodney Jones, Isleta’s 2  Lieutenant Governor. “I
see a vision of us as a Pueblo being able to keep up with the outside world. It’s important
not only for our households but especially for our children to get on the internet and do their
homework and join the rest of the world.”

Isleta Pueblo Governor Eugene Jiron and Isleta Director of Broadband Mike Duran at the groundbreaking ceremony.

The Pueblo is looking for additional funding to keep the project moving forward so it can
have sustainability through the next few years.

Isleta is looking to complete the project by July 2026.

More New Mexico Locations Receive Connections Through State and
Federal Grants

PVT Projects Moving Forward, Connecting Customers

The state is seeing rapid progress in its efforts to help connect thousands of homes and
businesses. There are more than 50 infrastructure projects underway in the state, thanks to
grant funding through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Connect NM Fund and
OBAE’s Student Connect program.

Two Penasco Valley Telephone (PVT) projects are among those starting to bring high-speed
internet to New Mexicans.

OBAE’s Senior Project Manager Katherine Irvin recently visited the PVT sites, checking out
the fiber builds and the operations progress.

At a PVT infrastructure project site where aerial fiber has been constructed. From left to right: Pam Horner, PVT
Accounting and Grants Manager, Rick Young, homeowner who just received fiber broadband, Mitch Hibbard PVT Chief

Operating Officer, and Katherine Irvin, OBAE Senior Project Manager.

One ARPA project north of Artesia in Chaves County is considered “substantially complete.”
It involves connecting 38 homes and three farms with an estimated 12 miles of aerial fiber
being built. Right now, a dozen customers have fiber connections and another 24 are signed
up for broadband service. This project used a $486,000 ARPA grant.

Irvin also visited the site of another PVT project in Lincoln and Otero counties. This is a
Connect NM Fund project which awarded PVT a $2.4 million grant. Irvin toured the area
which is building aerial and in-ground fiber to more than 200 unserved and underserved
locations. Seven of nearly 20 miles of fiber has been constructed. Nearly a dozen
customers are now connected by fiber.

Aerial fiber like this is connecting homes in Chaves
County.

This is a PON Cabinet, used to connect fiber lines that
will then go into private homes.

Customers say getting broadband is changing their lives.

Rick Young, who lives in the Coral Acres Community, used to have DSL and now has aerial
and in-ground fiber. He told Irvin “having fiber is life-changing and a world of difference for
me,” explaining astronomy images with DSL would take all night to upload, but now takes
less than an hour. "I'm so grateful to PVT and OBAE for making this happen. Faster
broadband will not only help me but our entire community," said Young. "it's so exciting."

Rick Young tells Derek Conklin, PVT Senior Outside Plant Manager, Pam Horner, PVT Accounting and Grants Manager,
and Mitch Hibbard, PVT Chief Operating Officer, his experience with old and new internet speeds. Young says the new

fiber connection is wonderful.

 Young also complimented the PVT team for their teamwork and professionalism.

State Broadband Office Awards $1.25 Million for Lincoln County Broadband
Recovery 

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has awarded more than $1.25
million in disaster grants to restore or reroute high-speed internet services in Lincoln County
for communities hit by wildfires and flooding.  

Penasco Valley Telephone Cooperative (PVT) will receive $1 million and TDS Telecom will
get $251,300 through the state’s Connectivity to Declared Disaster Areas Grants program.
The funding comes from New Mexico’s $117 million American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
allocation dedicated to expanding broadband access.   

“The Office of Broadband stands ready to support families and communities recovering from
these devastating incidents,” said Jeff Lopez, Director of OBAE. “Replacing and fixing
broadband infrastructure is vital to communities as they work to rebuild.”  

The grants will fund repairs, replacement of broadband networks and fiber redundancy in
communities damaged by wildfires, floods or other disasters declared by the Governor
between 2022 and 2024. All projects must deliver service to locations that are currently
unserved (less than 25 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload) or underserved locations (up to 100
Mbps download/20 Mbps upload).  

Penasco Valley Telephone Cooperative will use their grant to provide fiber redundancy to
ensure the Capitan community is not cut off should wildfires strike again. The route will also
connect Fort Stanton with fiber broadband access. TDS will use its funds to pay for
construction in remote and costly areas.

“This award is the result of the collaboration of the Emergency Broadband Operations
Team, OBAE and Lincoln County,” “said Jim Meyers, PVT Chief Executive Officer. "We’re
building a resilient fiber route to ensure connectivity for Capitan and Fort Stanton and to
protect critical communications and broadband access, especially during emergencies."

Infrastructure in Lincoln County has been damaged by wildfires and the resulting flooding
during the past year. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony for the two ISPs is scheduled for next month (see below).

Projects funded by these disaster grants must be completed by December 31, 2026.  

Dona Ana County Awarded Broadband Planning Grant

OBAE has awarded Dona Ana County a $100,000 Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning
(GWEP) grant. The GWEP project will re-examine service standards available to the rural
region and then use the results of that survey to help formulate a revised plan for the
County. The funding  will also help the County apply for and acquire additional grant funding
to bridge connectivity gaps and bring the County up to national standards.

OBAE wants to remind entities that there is $1.8 million in grants still available through the
state’s GWEP program.

The state had allocated $5 million to the program to help Tribes, local governments and
cooperatives attain grants to help them provide broadband to unserved locations.

GWEP funds are specifically designed to go toward planning, engineering and grant writing
to help entities construct and deploy broadband in their areas.

So far OBAE has issued 32 GWEP awards, totaling $3.2 million. The recipients include 14
Tribal communities, 15 local governments and three rural electric and telephone
cooperatives.

OBAE encourages Tribal governments, local governments, rural telephone cooperatives
and rural electric cooperatives to submit applications. There are no matching funds
required. The maximum amount allowed for each award under this state program is
$100,000.

To apply for a GWEP grant, visit: https://obae.submittable.com/submit

OBAE Hosts Tribal Broadband Convening

The annual Tribal Broadband Convening was held at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque on August 22.

The Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) last month welcomed Tribal
communities to Albuquerque for a Tribal Broadband Convening. Tribal leaders, Tribal
representatives, broadband office leadership and senior project managers gathered to
discuss a number of topics. In all, 19 Nations, Pueblos and Tribes (NPT) were represented,
including Fort Sill Apache Nation, as well as representation from i9 Technologies and the
Santa Fe Indian School.

The gathering served as a valuable government-to-government interaction for all to learn
about Tribal internet needs and opportunities for their communities.

OBAE Tribal Coordinator and Liaison Victory Quintana
served as moderator for the Tribal Broadband

Convening.

OBAE Director Jeff Lopez talked about BEAD and other
key broadband programs and their progress. On the left

are Department of Information Technology Secretary
Manny Barreras and Indian Affairs Department Secretary
Josett Monette. Both addressed the importance of high-

speed internet for Tribal communities.

The Tribal Broadband Convening was moderated by Victory Quintana, OBAE’s Tribal
Coordinator and Liaison. OBAE leaders provided all attendees with updates on state and
federal programs, such as the Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) program,
the Connect NM Fund, the Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning (GWEP) program and
OBAE's Student Connect program. OBAE senior project managers provided vital
information to Tribal representatives and discussed various projects that are underway or
planned, focusing on Tribal communities and their needs.

The event served as a valuable government-to-government interaction regarding Tribal broadband needs.

“A number of Tribal attendees said they found the event helpful and valuable in their efforts
to build broadband networks," said Quintana. “They especially found value in hearing from
the Tribal panel which gave them extra insights when it came to Tribal planning and
operations. They also appreciated the time to network with fellow Tribal broadband leaders.”

OBAE holds a Tribal Broadband Convening annually, and it will continue to provide
resources and support to all Tribal communities.

OBAE Deputy Director Aquiles
Trujillo addressing Tribal

representatives. To his right are
Eric Rodgers, OBAE Senior Project

Manager and Neala Krueger,
OBAE's Connect NM Fund

Program Coordinator.

Godfrey Enjady, General Manager
at Mescalero Apache Telecom,
talked to Tribal members about

emergency broadband
communications. Enjady was
instrumental in forming the

Emergency Broadband Operations
Team (EBOT) in the Lincoln

County/Otero County/Mescalero
region.

OBAE Senior Project Manager
Mark Jacobs spoke at length about

broadband grants through the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).
Those grants are funding nearly 20
broadband infrastructure projects.

CLICK HERE to watch Director Lopez address the Tribal Broadband
Convening in Albuquerque

OBAE Director Continues Visits to Tribal Communities

OBAE meets with Laguna Pueblo leadership: Victory Quintana, OBAE's Tribal Coordinator and Liaison, Gabe Montoya,
OBAE's Broadband Strategic and Tribal Engagement Consultant, OBAE Director Jeff Lopez, Governor Harry Antonio,

Jr., and OBAE Senior Project Manager, Mark Jacobs.

OBAE Director Jeff Lopez and members of the OBAE team continue their face-to-face
meetings with Tribal leaders across the state. Last month OBAE visited the Pueblos of
Acoma, Laguna and Isleta. The visits had great representation from Tribal leadership, Tribal
Councils, and their IT departments/partners.

Lopez speaks with Isleta Director of Broadband Mike Duran in a residential section of the Pueblo. They are standing in
front of a conduit installation project.

The introductory visits will continue until Lopez has met with all Nations, Pueblos and Tribes
(NPT), including Ute Mountain Ute and Fort Sill Apache Nation. OBAE has now met with
nearly half of the NPTs since Lopez’s appointment as Director in June.  

OBAE Director Addresses Broadband Affordability Before Legislative
Committee

OBAE Director Jeff Lopez went before the NM Science, Technology & Telecommunications
Committee in Albuquerque last month. Lopez told state lawmakers that OBAE will be
looking to the state when it comes to helping low-income families afford broadband.

Lopez told state lawmakers affordability is critical to help low-income families gain access to broadband and its services.

The need comes because in 2024 the federal government decided not to continue funding
the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP). That program provided monthly broadband
discounts for needy families. Lopez told lawmakers he endorses a state affordability
program to help these families.   

Lopez told the Committee that more than 184,000 New
Mexico households participated in the Affordable

Connectivity Program until funding ended last year.

The Science, Technology and Telecommunications
Committee expressed great interest in universal

broadband connectivity and its affordability.

CLICK HERE to watch the legislative hearing. Lopez's testimony begins at
1:41:50pm.

OBAE Director Testifies Before Legislative Committee in Los Lunas

OBAE Director Jeff Lopez provided a legislative committee with an update on the Office last
month. Lopez testified before the NM Economic & Rural Development & Policy Committee
in Los Lunas. The Director told state senators and representatives about OBAE’s mission,
programs, projects, goals and sources of funding.

OBAE Director Jeff Lopez addressed the Committee for more than 30 minutes.

Lopez discussed various state and federal broadband grant programs such as BEAD,
ARPA, Student Connect, Connect NM Fund and the Statewide Education Network. He
spoke about funded and completed projects, permitting and rights of way, infrastructure
challenges and goals. A few lawmakers peppered Lopez with questions about contracts,
long-term project maintenance, emergency services and federal funding.

CLICK HERE to watch the legislative hearing. Lopez's testimony begins at
11:38am on the timeline.

Committee members got a visual and verbal
presentation from Director Lopez regarding broadband
construction, infrastructure,funding, grants, programs,

projects and timelines.

Economic & Rural Development & Policy Committee
Chair Angel Charley speaks with Director Lopez after the
legislative hearing.

OBAE Participates on BEAD Panel at 2025 Mountain Connect Conference

Last month OBAE Deputy Director Aquiles Trujillo and BEAD Coordinator Andrew Wilder
attended the 11  annual Mountain Connect conference in Denver. The 3-day conference
brought together broadband industry leaders, policymakers, and innovators to discuss
emerging broadband technologies, address the digital divide, and exchange ideas regarding
advancing broadband infrastructure in communities.

Wilder spoke on a panel with Arizona’s Broadband Director, and Idaho’s Office of
Broadband Project Manager. The panel discussion was called "BEAD Perspectives from
West of the Mississippi." You can read more about the discussion in Broadband Breakfast.

At the Mountain Connect Conference In Denver. Left to right : Andrew Wilder, OBAE’s BEAD Coordinator, Nick Capozzi,
Arizona Broadband Director, Kevin Sievert, Calix, and panel moderator and Kimberly Glineski, Idaho Broadband Office

Project Manager.

OBAE on the Air

OBAE Director Jeff Lopez was on KKOB Radio last month where he spoke to host Bob
Clark about the agency's many programs, projects and goals. Lopez touched on the BEAD
program, Student Connect, Connect New Mexico Fund and where the state stands when it
comes to connectivity for all across New Mexico.

CLICK HERE to listen to Lopez on KKOB Radio
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Upcoming Events
Ribbon Cutting In Ruidoso September 10th to Celebrate Disaster Grant

Awards

OBAE will be hosting a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the awarding of ARPA disaster
grants to two internet service providers. The money will help to repair and replace
broadband damaged or destroyed by wildfires and flooding in Lincoln County. The funds will
also be used to build a redundancy line to ensure connectivity.

The ceremony will be September 10 at 10:30am at Ruidoso Community College. The
address is 709 Mechem Drive, Ruidoso 88345.

Register for the 2025 ABQNOG September 18th

The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion and the Statewide Education
Network will be holding the 3  annual ABQNOG conference and are encouraging internet
service providers, network operators, school IT representatives and others to attend this
important all-day event.

This year ABQNOG will be partnering with the American Registry for Internet Numbers
(ARIN), the organization that assigns and administers IP addresses & ASNs in support of
the operation and growth of the Internet.

The 2025 ABQNOG will be September 18 at the Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown from
9:30am-4pm. The address is: 2600 Louisiana Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110

Registration is free.

For more information and to register for the ABQNOG, CLICK HERE.

The technical meeting will include networking specialists, ARIN experts and industry leaders
from the Southwest region who will address new technologies, broadband updates and
share information vital in the advancement of this important industry.

ABQNOG will be particularly helpful and enlightening for prospective and current ISPs.

Lunch and coffee will be provided at the conference.

If you have any questions, please contact Ovidiu Viorica at Ovidiu.viorica@connect.nm.gov

OBAE Providing Grants Map Updates

Last month OBAE’s Geographic Information System (GIS) team updated the grant layers in
the "Grants for NM Broadband" map. The latest grants are now included, and the layout and
information available for each grant are now more consistent.

Grants are also grouped by their implementation status as well as tech types. Individual
grant data now include project dates, project status and provider information in all layers.
We hope this helps users view the broadband grant information in a more efficient and user-
friendly way, allowing them to see and understand the project grants according to their
interests.

CLICK HERE to see the updated grants map.

OBAE’s Broadband Mapping and Data Hub

OBAE has a comprehensive and detailed mapping system that will help you navigate
throughout the state to learn more about served and unserved broadband locations, current
infrastructure, future broadband projects and other important information. The Hub provides
broadband maps and discloses where grants are funding high-speed internet projects.

To check out the Mapping Hub and Data, CLICK HERE.

Network News
Hundreds of Defaulted Colorado RDOF Locations May Be Ineligible for
BEAD

More Than Half of States Posted New BEAD Plans Ahead of Key NTIA
Deadline

Updated, Comprehensive List: BEAD Benefit of the Bargain Provisional
Awards

New Mexico Ready to Deploy BEAD Funds Across Technologies

Dem Lawmakers Want Clarity on BEAD Non-Deployment

Wireless Now Dominates Colorado’s BEAD Applications

Study: Data Centers Will Require 214M More Fiber Miles By 2029

Luján Presses NTIA’s New Chief to Act on Broadband Funds ‘Day One’

Washington Insider Slams BEAD Satellite Funding Rules: What the States
Are Planning

States Face LEO Dilemma as BEAD Program Revamps

Broadband Competition Report: Most Americans Have More than One
Wired Option 

SpaceX Excoriates Virginia’s BEAD Final Proposal

Minnesota Broadband Chief on BEAD Challenges, State Investments, and
Tribal Partnerships

Massachusetts Broadband Institute Awards $31.5M in Grants

Bad News, Good News About Tribal Broadband: Ookla Study

Fiber Looks Strong as Virginia Sends BEAD List for Approval: Awardee
Rankings

Arielle Roth's First Headache− Call It the Musk Migraine

Kansas Announces $10.4M in Grants for Wi-Fi, Device Distribution

Louisiana’s Revised BEAD Awardees: Who Gains? Who Loses?

Contact Information:
If you have any questions or comments for OBAE please email them to:

Broadband@connect.nm.gov

OBAE Office: (505) 637-1911

OBAE website

Connect with us on Facebook

Check us out on Linkedin

OBAE Team:
Director
Jeff Lopez

Deputy Director
Aquiles Trujillo

BEAD Coordinator
Andrew Wilder

Connect NM Fund Program Coordinator
Neala Krueger

GWEP Contact and Senior Project Manager
Eric Rodgers

Tribal Coordinator and Liaison
Valerie "Victory" Quintana

Mapping--Geospatial Information Officer 
Natalie Runyan

Project Manager Bureau Chief
Richard Govea

Statewide Education Network Broadband and Technology Manager
Ovidiu Viorica

Public Information Officer
Kevin Hopper

Public Relations Coordinator
Mike Curtis

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband@connect.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can

unsubscribe below.
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