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State Approves $200,000 in Broadband
Grants to County Government and Tribal
Community

Funding to be Used by Entities to Help Construct and
Deploy High-Speed Internet

Today, the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) announced that it has
issued $200,000 in state broadband grants to two entities for planning, engineering and
grant writing to help them build infrastructure and deploy high-speed internet.

Otero County government and the Pueblo of Isleta in Bernalillo County will each receive a
maximum grant of $100,000 through the state’s Grant Writing, Engineering and Planning
Program (GWEP). These grants are used for broadband deployment planning, but may also
go toward attaining other funds, such as those available under the federal Broadband Equity
Access and Deployment (BEAD) program.

The state allocated $5 million to the GWEP program to help Tribes, local governments and
cooperatives get grants to help them provide broadband to unserved locations.

“We are thrilled more entities have applied to this program as they plan and prepare their
broadband deployment,” said Eric Rodgers, OBAE project manager. “These awards will
expedite critical broadband infrastructure in rural and Tribal areas where reliable high-speed
internet access is badly needed. Future connectivity through this funding will be life-
changing.”

Otero County and the Pueblo of Isleta will use the funding to potentially seek middle mile
and last mile broadband construction. All GWEP grant recipients can use the funds for
broadband infrastructure, planning services and broadband engineering/design projects.

Otero County is seeking broadband expansion and will use its grant for detailed
infrastructure planning to guide future investment and construction. The funding will go
toward:

» Conducting infrastructure feasibility studies to determine optimal broadband
deployment strategies.
» Developing network engineering plans that balance fiber and wireless solutions

suited to Otero County’s geography.

« |dentifying priority areas for phased broadband deployment based on connectivity
gaps, population density and economic impact.

» Establishing a broadband implementation framework to guide public-private
partnerships and grant-seeking efforts for construction funding.

The Pueblo of Isleta seeks to expand its high-speed internet and will use its grant to:

» Engage non-profit consultants in planning and technical support functions to prepare
for federal and state-funded network deployment.

» Refine deployment strategies, plan for staff recruitment and onboarding.

» Create internet service provider operational resources.

» Keep abreast of grant opportunities and funding awards.

» Explore other revenue generating activities (such as a Tribal data center) and react
to emerging needs.

OBAE has now issued 28 GWEP awards, totaling $2.8 million. The recipients include 13
local governments, 12 Tribal communities and three cooperatives.

There is still $2.2 million available in GWEP grants, and OBAE encourages Tribal
governments, local governments, rural telephone cooperatives and rural electric
cooperatives to submit applications. There are no matching funds required.

GWEP awards must be used in the development of infrastructure projects, and internet
service providers are not eligible. These grants are not competitive, but assistance grants,
aimed at spurring broadband infrastructure projects. Entities that have already received
awards are entitled to receive a second.

The maximum amount allowed for each award under this state program is $100,000.
To apply for a GWEP grant, visit: https://obae.submittable.com/submit

For more information about the state grant program, visit: https://connect.nm.gov/gwep.html

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact us via email at
Broadband @doit.nm.gov.

You are receiving this email due to your participation in a past broadband event, or your interest in
the importance of connectivity for your organization or the communities you serve. You can
unsubscribe below.
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